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MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, November 6, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Norman McCall
Glynn Carver
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Tom Gattle

" Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr. was also present.

Chairman Babin called for a motion for approval of the October
2, 1997 Commission Minutes. A motion for approval was made by
Commissioner Cormier and seconded by Commissioner Carver. The
motion passed with no opposition.

Presentation of Secretary's Cup by Louisiana Taxidermist
Association began with Mr. Harry Blanchet introducing Mr. Millard
Hutchinson of the Louisiana Taxidermist Association. Mr.
Hutchinson thanked the Department on behalf of the Association for
the relationship shared over the last 10 years. Each year's
Convention is highlighted by a competition which includes the
Secretary's Cup. The species for next year will be a pair of
squirrels and then woodcocks the following year. Mr. Bill
Authement presented his winning taxidermy work of a speckled trout.
Mr. Blanchet then stated he attended the Convention and saw some of
the work on display and Mr. Authement's mount was a good example of
the type of work they do. One of the rules in the competition is
the mount has to be skin mounted which proves to be a special
challenge for the taxidermists. Commissioner McCall asked if the
trout came from Big Lake? Commissioner Carver stated the trout had
the right lure in his mouth. Chairman Babin stated it was a
beautiful mount.

Donation to Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by Petroleum
Engineers Society was handled by Mr. Tommy Prickett. He stated the
Delta Chapter of the Society sponsored the Louisiana Oilman's .
Sporting Clays Tournament in Covington, Louisiana. The proceeds
would be donated to the Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation for the
Hunter Youth Education Challenge and the woodduck box program. Mr.
Prickett explained the events that occur at the Hunter Youth
Education Challenge and the success Louisiana's youth has achieved.
The woodduck box program set a goal of 3,000 boxes to help maintain
the population and that goal will be reached this year. Mr.
Prickett then introduced Mr. David Bryant with the Louisiana



Oilman's Sporting Clays who would make a presentation to
Commissioner Carver. Mr. Bryant stated the 1997 tournament was a
great success with 237 shooters. A donation in the amount of
$10,000 was then given to Commissioner Carver for the Wildlife and
Fisheries Foundation. It was requested that 70 percent of the
donation go to the Youth Hunter Education Challenge and the
remaining 30 percent to the woodduck box program. To date, a total
of $31,800 has been donated to the Foundation. The 5th anniversary
of the tournament will be held on August 29, 1998 and Mr. Bryant
asked the Commissioners to be part of the event. Commissioner
Carver thanked Mr. Bryant for the donation. He then explained that
all contributions to the Foundation are tax deductible and the
donee can specify where the donations are to be used.

Mr. Johnnie Tarver began the presentation on the Louisiana
Natural Areas Registry. This program was established in 1987 by
Act 324 and enables the Department to recognize contributions made
by citizens and natural resource managers in conserving the natural
legacy. Over 60,000 acres have been enrolled into the program thus
far. Mr. Tarver then explained how an area qualifies for entry
into the program, such as having a rare animal or plant or a
special feature. He then asked Mrs. Lisa Creasman with the Nature
Conservancy to come forward. Mrs. Creasman stated this program is
co—-administered with the Department and is a voluntary program to
promote and protect certain areas. The partnership involved in
this new area is between the Corps of Engineers, the Department of
Wildlife and Fisheries and the Nature Conservancy. The Bayou
Fordoche site is located in the Atchafalaya Basin and is part of
the Mississippi Valley. Preliminary surveys of the uniqueness of
this area provides for 200 bird species, 70 species of fish, 60
species of reptiles and amphibians and over 100 types of plants.
Mrs. Creasman again thanked the Corps of Engineers for their
participation and asked Lt. Col. Clark to come up and accept a
plaque. Lt. Col. Clark stated the Corps is dedicated to conserving
the 1lands they control which includes managing 1lands for
preservation of natural habitat and indigenous species.

The 1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp Art Contest Winner & Display of
Paintings was handled by Mr. Dave Morrison. The 10th annual
competition for the 1998-99 print contest was held on November 5,
1997. This program has generated approximately $5 million which is
used for acquisition or enhancement of wetlands. Mr. Morrison
explained where this money has been spent and expressed hope for
continued success with the program. There were 35 mallard entries
submitted and about 50 percent made it through the first round of
judging. The third place painting was painted by Mr. Bruce Heard;
second place by Mr. Greg Chappell; and first place went to Mr. R.
C. Davis. Mr. Davis stated Louisiana is a special place when it
comes to wildlife and fisheries. He then stated he was proud to be
part of the team and asked everyone to help in keeping Louisiana
the way it is. Chairman Babin thanked Mr. Davis for his beautiful
painting. Mr. Morrison then stated, with this being the 10th
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anniversary, there would be a Governor's Edition stamp created as
well as a commemorative print. All proceeds will go back into the
duck stamp fund to continue improving waterfowl.

Mr. Danny Timmer handled the next agenda item, Ratify Final
Rule on 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Seasons. In July 1997, a Notice
of Intent was approved by the Commission and opened for public
comment. Two changes have occurred since that time. The first
change was closing an additional portion of Madison Parish east of
Highway 65 to the Mississippi River. The second change was closing
a portion of Sabine and north Vernon Parishes due to restoration
projects. Chairman Babin asked Mr. Timmer to read the Therefore Be
It Resolved portion of the Resolution. Commissioner Gattle made a
motion accepting the Resolution and it was seconded by Commissioner
McCall. The motion passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Resolution and
Rule is made a part of the record.)

RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
November 6, 1997

s d isi Wi ] is
issi i e issi eet] i o)

LA, November 6, 1997.

WHEREAS, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
season for turkeys, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting,
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds
is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and
conservation of wild turkeys and allow for recreational
opportunities for sport hunting on both public and

private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations,
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of
wild turkeys are hereby ratified by the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary



La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Notice of Intent published in the July
1997 Louisiana Register, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, at
its regular monthly meeting in November hereby ratifies regulation
on open hunting season dates, bag limits, methods of taking and
rules and regulations on Department-operated wildlife management
areas for turkeys. Authority to establish regulations are vested
in the Commission by §115 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950.

1998 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON SCHEDULE

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset.

Daily limit is one gobbler, three gobblers per season. Still
hunting only. Use of dogs, baiting, electronic calling devices and
live decoys is 1illegal. Turkeys may be hunted with shotguns,
including muzzleloading shotguns, using shot not larger than #2
lead or BB steel shot, and bow and arrow but by no other means.
Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is prohibited.

No person shall hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of
baiting or on or over any baited area. Baiting means placing,
exposing, depositing or scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or
unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as to
constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over any
areas where hunters are attempting to take turkeys.

A baited area is any area where corn (shelled, shucked or
unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of
luring, attracting or enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly
placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered. Such areas
remain baited areas for 15 days following complete removal of all
such corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

Wildlife agents are authorized to close such baited areas and
to place signs in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones
and dates of closure.

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly
discourages "“feeding” agricultural grains to wild turkeys as this
practice increases the risk of birds contracting potentially lethal
diseases. Repeatedly placing grain in the same area may expose
otherwise healthy birds to disease contaminated soils, grain
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containing lethal toxins and other diseased turkeys using the same
feeding site. Properly distributed food plots (clovers, wheat,
millet and chufa) are far more desirable for turkeys and have the
added benefit of appealing to a wide variety of wildlife.

It is unlawful to take from the wild or possess in captivity
any live wild turkeys or their eggs. No pen raised turkeys from
within or without the state shall be liberated (released) within
the state.

All licensed turkey hunters are required to have a Turkey
Stamp in their possession while turkey hunting in addition to basic
and big game licenses.

1998 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON
Open Only in the Following Areas

Area A
March 21-April 26

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Grant, Livingston,
Natchitoches, Rapides, St. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa,
Washington, West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana (including Raccourci
Island).

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Also Open:

Allen: North of La. 26 from DeRidder to the junction of La.
104 and north of La. 104.

Avoyelles: = That portion bounded on the east by the
Atchafalaya River northward from Simmesport, on the north by Red
River to the Brouillette Community, on the west by La. 452 from
Brouillette to La. 1 eastward to Simmesport, EXCEPT that portion
surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east and
south by La. 451, on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its
junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville
southward to its junction with La. 451.

Beauregard: North of La. 26 east of DéRidder, west of Hwy.
171 from the junction of Hwy. 26 south to Calcasieu Parish.

Calcasieu: West of U.S. 171 north of I-10 and north of I-10
from the jct. of U.S. 171 to Texas state line.

Caldwell: West of Ouachita River southward to cCatahoula
Parish line, east and north of La. 126 and south and west of La.
127.



Catahoula: West of Ouachita River southward to La. 559 at
Duty Ferry, north of La. 559 to La. 124, south and west of La. 124
from Duty Ferry to La. 8 at Harrisonburg and north of La. 8 to La.
126, north and east of La. 126. ALSO that portion lying east of La.
15.

Concordia: That portion east of Hwy. 15 and west of Hwy. 65
from its juncture with Hwy. 15 at Clayton.

Evangeline: North and west of La. 115, north of La. 106 from
St. Landry to La. 13, west of La. 13 from Pine Prairie to Mamou and
north of La. 104 west of Mamou.

Franklin: That portion lying east of Hwy. 17 and east of Hwy.
15 from its juncture with Hwy. 17 at Winnsboro.

Iberville: West of La. Hwy. 1. EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA
for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands
within Sherburne boundaries.

LaSalle: All lands lying west of La. 127 from the Caldwell
Parish line to the junction of La. 124; south of La. 124 to the
junction of La. 124 and 126; west of La. 126 to the junction with
La. 503; north of La. 503 to Summerville; west of La. 127 from
Summerville to Little River. Also that portion of land east of La.
126 from the Caldwell Parish line to the Catahoula Parish line.

Madison: That portion lying west of U.S. Hwy. 65 and south of
U.S. Hwy. 80.

Pointe Coupee: All except that portion bounded on the west by
La. 77 and La. 10, northward from U.S. 190 to La. 1 at Morganza, on
the north and east by La. 1 to its jct. with La. 78 and by La. 78
from Parlang to U.S. 190. Further EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for
special season dates on all state, federal and private lands within
Sherburne boundaries.

Richland: That portion south of U.S. Hwy. 80 and east of Hwy.
170

Sabine: That portion north of Hwy. 6 from Toledo Bend Lake to
Many; east of Hwy. 171 from Many to the Vernon Parish Line.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the north by U.S. 190,
west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. ALSO that
portion of the parish bounded on the north by La. 10 from the West
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to Burton's Lake, on the east by
Burton's Lake, on the south by Petite Prairie Bayou to its junction
with the old 0.G. Railroad right-of-way then by the 0.G.R.R. right-
of-way westward to U.S. 71 and on the west by the West Atchafalaya
Guide Levee to its junction with La. 10.



EXCEPTION: See Indian Bayou tract owned by the U.S. Corps of
Engineers for special season dates.

Upper St. Martin: All within the Atchafalaya Basin.
EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state,
federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries.

Tensas: That portion west of Hwy. 65 from the Concordia Parish
line to its juncture with Hwy. 128, north of La. 128 to St. Joseph;
west and north of La. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson
Ferry. Also all lands 1lying east of the main channel of the
Mississippi River.

Vernon: That portion east of Hwy. 171 from the Sabine Parish
Line to the junction of Hwy. 111, south of Hwy. 111 westward to
Hwy. 392, and south of Hwy. 392 westward to the Sabine Parish line.

Winn: Only that portion within the boundaries of the National
Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve.

Area B
April 11-April 26

All of the Following Parishes Are Open:
Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, Lincoln, Red River, Webster
Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Caddo: That portion north of La. 2 from the Texas state line
to U.S. 71, east of U.S. 71 from La. 2 to I-20, south of I-20 from
U.S. 71 to U.S. 171, and east of U.S. 171 to the DeSoto Parish
line.

DeSoto: That portion east of U.S. 171 from the Caddo Parish
line to U.S. 84 and south of U.S. 84.

Jackson: West of Parish Road 243 from Lincoln Parish line to
Parish Road 238, west and south of Parish Road 238 to La. 144, west
of La. 144 to La. 34, west of La. 34 to Chatham, north of La. 146
from Chatham to La. 155, north of La. 155 to La. 542, north of La.
542 to Quitman, north of La. 155 from Quitman to Parish Road 105
(Bear Knoll Road), west of Parish Road 105 to La. 147, north of La.
147 to Bienville Parish line.

Ouachita: East of La. 143 from Union Parish line to Bayou
Darbonne, north of Bayou Darbonne to the Ouachita River, west of
the Ouachita River from the mouth of Bayou Darbonne northward to
the Morehouse Parish Line.

Morehouse: West of U.S. 165 from the Arkansas line to Bonita,
north and west of La. 140 to junction of La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake
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Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, north of U.S. 165 from Bastrop
to Ouachita Parish line.

Union: West of La. 1% from Ouachita Parish line to La. 33
west of Farmerville, north of La. 33 to La. 2 at Farmerville, north
and east of La. 2 to La. 143 at Crossroads, east of La. 143 to the
Ouachita Parish line.

Area C
March 21-March 29

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:
Ascension: All east of the Mississippi River.

Avoyelles: That portion surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA,
bounded on the north, east and south by La. 451, on the west by the
Big Bend levee from its junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure
east of Bordelonville southward to its junction with La. 451.

Concordia: North and east of Sugar Mill Chute (Concordia
Parish) from the state line westward to Red River, east of Red
River northward to Cocodrie Bayou, east of Cocodrie Bayou northward
to U.S. Hwy. 84, south of U.S. Hwy. 84 eastward to La. Hwy. 15
(Ferriday), east of La. Hwy. 15 northward to U.S. Hwy. 65
(Clayton), east of U.S. Hwy. 65 northward to Tensas Parish line.

Iberville: All east of the Mississippi River.

Tensas: East and south of U.S. Hwy. 65 from Concordia Parish
line to Hwy. 128, south of Hwy. 128 to St. Joseph, east and south
of La. Hwy. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry.

1998 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA TURKEY HUNTING REGULATIONS
GENERAL

The following rules and regulations concerning management,
protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially approved
and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance
with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to comply with these regulations
will subject the individual to citation and/or expulsion from the
management area.

Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed are open to turkey
hunting.

All trails and roads designated as ATV Only shall be closed to
ATVs from March 1 through June 1. ATV off-road or trail travel is
prohibited. Walk-in hunting only (bicycles permitted), unless
opened by sign on trail.



Bag limits on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. The bag
limit for turkeys on Wildlife Management Areas is one per area, not
to exceed two per season for all WMAs. The bag limit for turkeys
is one gobbler per day and three gobblers per season including
those taken on WMAs.

PERMITS

Self~Clearing Permits: All turkey hunts, including lottery
hunts, are self-clearing and all hunters must check in daily by
picking up a permit from a self-clearing station. Upon completion
of each daily hunt, the hunter must check out by completing the
hunter report portion of the permit and depositing it in the check-
out box at a self-clearing station before exiting the WMA.

Lottery Hunts: Dewey Wills, Georgia-Pacific, Loggy Bayou,
Sabine, Sherburne, Sicily Island and Tunica Hills WMAs are
restricted to those persons selected as a result of the pre-
application Lottery. Deadline for receiving applications is
January 31, 1998. Application fee of $5 must be sent with each
application. Applicants may submit only one application and will
be selected for one WMA Turkey Lottery Hunt annually. Submitting
more than one application will result in disqualification. Contact
any district office for applications. Hunters must abide by self-
clearing permit regquirements.

Requests for information on WMA regulations, permits, lottery
hunt applications and maps may be directed to any district office:
{District 1 — P.O. Box 915, Minden, 71055; 318/371-3050]; [District
2 — 368 Century Park Drive, Monroe, 71203; 318/343-4044]; [District
3 — 1995 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, 71360; 318/487-5885];
[District 4 — P.O. Box 426, Ferriday, 71334; 318/757-4571];
[District 5 — 1213 N. Lakeshore Dr., Lake Charles, 70601; 318/491-
2575]; [District 6 — 5652 Highway 182, Opelousas, 70571; 318/948-
0255]; [District 7 — P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 70898; 504/765-
2360].

wildlife Management Turkey Hunting Schedulex*

WMA Season Dates : Permit Lottery
Requirements Dates**
. (Mandatory)
Bens Creekt March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None
Boeuf March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing [ None
Big Lake March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Bodcau April 11-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None
Boise Vernon March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None




Camp March 21-April 5 Self-Clearing | None
Beauregard
Dewey Wills March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 23-25
Fort Polk March 21-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None
Georgia- April 11-April 19 | Self-Clearing | April 11-12
Pacific April 13-15
Grassy Lake March 21-March 29 .| Self-Clearing | None
Jackson- April 11-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None
Bienville
Little River March 21-April 5 Self-Clearing | None
Loggy Bayou April 18-April 19 | Self-Clearing | April 18-19
, April 25-April 26 April 25-26
Pearl River March 21-April 5 Self-Clearing | None
Peason Ridge March 21-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None
Pomme de Terre | March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Red River March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Sabine March 21-March 22 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 28-March 29 March 28-29
Sandy Hollowt March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None
Sherburne March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 23-25
Sicily Island March 21-March 22 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 28-March 29 March 28-29
April 4-April 5 April 4-5
Three Rivers March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Tunica Hills March 21-March 22 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 28-March 29 March 28-29
April 4-April 5 April 4-5

*Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed
hunting season.

All other areas are CLOSED.
smaller lands managed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
contact the local district office.

have a turkey

For seasons on

** The deadline for receiving applications for all turkey

Lottery Hunts on WMAs is January 31,
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1t No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified
by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.

CORPS OF ENGINEERS - INDIAN BAYQU AREA. Turkey hunting dates
are March 21-29, 1998. Lottery hunts are March 21-22 and March 23-

25. For information, annual permit, and lottery hunt application,
contact Corps of Engineers Headquarters, Post Office Box 187, Krotz
Springs, LA 70750; phone 318/566-3561.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 23: .

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mr. Phil Bowman was next with an item to Ratify Rule on
Waddill wildlife Refuge. He reminded the Commissioners they
approved the Department publishing a Notice of Intent to amend a
rule on Waddill Wildlife Refuge. The change dealt with the
prohibition of possession of alcoholic beverages on the refuge.
The Department did not receive any public comments on the proposed
change. Mr. Bowman then asked the Commission to ratify the rule
after it was read for the record. Commissioner Hanchey made a
motion to accept the Rule. Commissioner Cormier seconded the
motion and it passed with no opposition.

(The full text of the Rule is made a
part of the record.)

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule
pertaining to the visitor regulations for Waddill Wildlife Refuge.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries
Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commissions

§325. Waddill wildlife Refuge

B. General
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10. The possession of firearms, bows, liquor and controlled
dangerous substances on the refuge 1is prohibited; provided,
however, that the Department is authorized to construct, maintain
and operate ranges, in which case, shotguns and bows will be
permitted under guidelines developed by the Department; and,
further provided that the prohibition on the possession of firearms
shall not apply to duly authorized law enforcement officers.

* * %

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6 et
seqg. and 56:109.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 22:861 (September
1996) ; amended LR 23: (November 1997).

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Notice of Intent on Modification of Black Bass Harvest
Regulations on False River Lake, Pointe Coupee Parish and
Discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana Legislature began with
Mr. Bennie Fontenot asking that the False River modification be
addressed first. In January, it was first noticed there were
serious problems with the bass populations in False River. He then
recommended the present slot limits be modified. Mr. Tim Morrison
gave a slide presentation on what has been found in False River.
Different ways of measuring the fish population were spring and
fall electrofishing, wintertime gill net sampling, summer nighttime
shoreline seining and rotenone sampling, if necessary. Slides
shown gave population results from 1995, 1996 and 1997
electrofishing data, summer nighttime shoreline seining results for
years 1990 through 1997, rotenone results of forage fish and bass
fingerlings, gill net sample results from 1990 through 1997, and
water level fluctuations from the beginning of March through April
for several years. Another way of locking at the health of a lake,
stated Mr. Morrison, is through habitat, which is aquatic plant
growth. Beginning in 1991, a decline in plant area coverage and
species diversity was occurring. The only vegetation observed in
1997 was a small strip of hydrilla on the southern portion of the
lake. Mr. Morrison noted the change in the aquatics and fisheries
was due to sediment discharge into the lake. False River is
presently set up with trophy lake status, but now does not have any
of the qualities to maintain its current status. The staff was now
recommending a 14 inch minimum length on largemouth bass with a 5§
fish creel for False River.

Commissioner Gattle asked what has changed the stability of
the water level? Mr. Morrison stated there have been watershed
projects completed by the SCS on the south and north end of the
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lake. Commissioner Carver asked if the sediment problem will get
better in the future? Chairman Babin reiterated that the slot
limit was not working for a number of reasons, but primarily
because of the introduction of water and sediments into the lake.
Then he stated Pointe Coupee Parish needed to address some of these
same concerns. Mr. Fontenot stated there was a need to protect the
reproduction occurring in the 1lake now. Then he asked the
Commission to approve the Notice of Intent. Chairman Babin asked
Mr. Fontenot to explain the timetable involved. Then he stated Act
449 would not be a biological tool to help False River, but the
staff's recommendation could be that tool and would also
accommodate the economic impact Act 449 allows for. Commissioner
Gattle asked for an explanation on the Notice of Intent since it
included several other lakes in the proposed rule. Commissioner
Gattle then asked if Concordia and Caney Lakes currently have a 15
to 19 inch slot 1imit? Chairman Babin stated the only part being
amended was section 3 in the Notice of Intent that affects False
River. Commissioner Carver made a motion to accept the Notice of
Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner Gattle. The motion
passed with no opposition.

Chairman Babin recognized Representative Robert Marionneaux
and stated now they would discuss Act 449. Representative
Marionneaux thanked the Commission and Department on behalf of
Pointe Coupee Parish. He then stated the point of Act 449 has been
solved by approving the Notice of Intent. But as far as the other
Representatives and Senators that voted for the Dbill,
Representative Marionneaux asked that the Commission promulgate
rules for lakes in their districts. The Representative then
assured Commissioner Gattle they would 1look at the sediment
problemn. He again expressed his appreciation. Chairman Babin
stated the Commission was responsible for protecting the resource
and did not want to put an economic burden on any area. He assured
Representative Marionneaux it was not the intention of the
Commission to go against the Legislature. Representative
Marionneaux asked the Commission to promulgate a rule in accordance
with Act 449, but if they did not deem it necessary, the
Legislature could amend the bill or come before the Commission
themselves. Secretary Jenkins explained, from past experience, how
the legislative process occurs and how they came to realize the
Department should manage the resources. Then he stated Act 449 was
correct when it asked the Commission to promulgate a rule.
Representative Marionneaux stated all throughout the process, he
was in contact with staff of the Department and would never have
considered not including the Department.

(The full text of the Notice of
Intent is made a part of the
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT
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" Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its
intent to amend a rule for black bass.

Title 76
WI#DLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and'COmmércial Fishing
§149. Black Bass Regulations-Daily Take and Size Limits

A. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes a
statewide daily take (creel 1limit) of 10 fish for black bass
(Micropterus spp.). The possession limit shall be the same as the
daily take on water and twice the daily take off water.

B. In addition, the Commission establishes special size and
daily take regulations for black bass on the following water
bodies:

1. Concordia Lake (Concordia Parlsh), and Caney Creek
Reservoir (Jackson Parish):

a. Size limit: 15 inch - 19 inch slot. A 15 - 19
inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black
bass whose maximum total length is between 15 inches and 19 inches,
both measurements inclusive.

b. Daily take: eight fish of which no more than
two fish may exceed 19 inches maximum total length.*
c. Possession limit:
i i. On water - Same as daily take.’

ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

2. Lake Bartholomew (Morehouse and Ouachita parishes),
Black Bayou Lake (Bossier Parish), Chicot Lake (Evangeline Parish),
Cross Lake (Caddo Parish), John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir (Red
River Parish), Lake Rodemacher (Rapides Parish) and Vernon Lake
(Vernon Parish):

a. Size Limit: 14 inch - 17 inch slot. A 14 - 17
inch slot 1limit means that it is illegal to Kkeep or possess a black
bass whose maximum total length is between 14 inches and 17 inches,
both measurements inclusive.
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b. Daily Take: eight fish of which no more than
four fish may exceed 17 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

3. False River (Pointe Coupee Parish)
a. Size limit: 14 inch minimum size limit.
b. Daily Take: 5 fish.
c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

*Maximum total length - The distance in a straight line from
the tip of the snout to the most posterior point of the depressed
caudal fin as measured with mouth closed on a flat surface.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:364 (June
1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), repromulgated IR 17:488 (May
1991), amended LR 17:1122 (November 1991), LR 20:796 (July 1994),
LR 23:1168 (September 1997), LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and
the final Rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
Fiscal and Economic Impact statement, the filing of the Notice of
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fisheries Division,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
70898-9000 until 4:30 p.m., January 7, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

A Notice of Intent on Daily Take & Size Limits Set by
Commission - Reef Fish was presented by Mr. Harry Blanchet. The
Notice of Intent would revise the existing rule on harvesting of
reef fish in state waters. The change will adjust the rule so it
parallels the regulations in effect in federal waters. The size
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limit for red snapper would change on January 1, 1998, but the
normal rulemaking process will not allow the Commission's proposed
rule to become effective until March 20, 1998. He then explained
where the existing rule was modified. Chairman Babin asked when
will this proposed rule come up for vote? Mr. Blanchet stated this
was a new Notice of Intent. Commissioner Gisclair asked if all the
changes followed the verbiage in the federal regulations? Chairman
Babin asked if there would be any conflict with the federal
regulations? Mr. Blanchet stated no. Hearing no further
discussion, Commissioner McCall made a motion accepting the Notice
of Intent. Commissioner Cormier seconded the motion and it passed
with no opposition.

(The full text of the Notice of
Intent is made a part of the
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give notice
of intent to amend a Rule (Title 76.VII.335(A)) modifying
recreational creel and size limits for reef fish, and rules for
commercial harvest of reef fish, which are part of the existing
rule for daily take, possession, and size limits for reef fishes
set by the Commission. Authority for adoption of this Rule is
included in R.S. 56:6(25)(a), 56:326.1 and 56:326.3.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Oother Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery

§335. Daily Take, Possession and Size Limits Set by Commission,
Reef Fish

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the
harvest of triggerfishes, amberjacks, grunts, wrasses, snhappers,
groupers, sea basses, tilefishes, and porgies within and without
Louisiana's territorial waters:

S . E Y 1 E Limit
' x k *
4. Greater amberjack 1 fish per person per day
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* k *x

B. 1. All persons who do not possess a permit issued by
the National Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery
Management Plan for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources are
limited to the recreational bag limit.

2. Persons who are limited to a recreational bag limit
shall not sell, barter, trade, exchange or attempt to sell, barter,
trade or exchange any reef fish.

* k %

D. 1. For charter vessels and headboats as defined in
Federal Regulations 50 CFR Part 622.2 there will be an allowance
for up to two daily bag limits on multi-day trips provided the
vessel has two licensed operators aboard as required by the U.S.
Coast Guard for trips of over 12 hours, and each passenger is
issued and has in possession a receipt issued on behalf of the
vessel that verifies the length of the trip.

2. Any fish taken from charter vessels or headboats as
defined in Federal Regulations 50 CFR Part 622.2 or any charter
vessel as described in L.R.S. 56:302.9 shall not be sold, traded,
bartered or exchanged or attempted to be sold, traded, bartered or
exchanged. The provisions of this section apply to fish taken
within or without Louisiana's territorial waters.

3. No person aboard any commercial vessel shall
transfer or cause the transfer of fish between vessels on state or
federal waters.

* & *

G. No person shall purchase, sell, exchange, barter or
attempt to purchase, sell, exchange, or barter any red snapper in
excess of any possession limit for which a commercial permit or
endorsement was issued.

H. S » IIO 3 S! Ii b! )
1. Red Snapper 16 inches total length
2. Gray, mutton and 12 inches total length
yellowtail snapper
3. Lane snapper 8 inches total length
4. Red, gag, black, 20 inches total length
yellowfin and nassau
grouper
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5. Jewfish 50 inches total length

6. Greater amberjack © 28 inches fork length (recreational)
: 36 inches fork length (commercial)

7. Black seabass 8 inches total length
8. Vermillion snapper 10 inches total length
I. Federal regulations 50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol.

55, No. 14, defines charter vessels and headboats as follows:

Charter vessel -~ a vessel whose operator is licensed by
the U.S. Coast Guard to carry six or fewer paying passengers and
whose passengers fish for a fee. A charter vessel with a permit to
fish on a commercial quota for reef fish is under charter when it
carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.

Headboat - vessel whose operator is licensed by the U.S.
Coast Guard to carry seven or more paying passengers and whose
passengers fish for a fee. A headboat with a permit to fish on a
commercial quota for reef fish is operating as a headboat when it
carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June
1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 20:797 (July 1994),
LR 21:1267 (November 1995), LR 22:860 (September 1996); LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final 1rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government. ‘

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the
proposed Rule to: Mr. Harry Blanchet, Marine Fisheries Division,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
70898-9000, prior to January 1, 1998. .

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mrs. Janis Landry presented the next item, Notice of Intent -~
Reduction of 3-day Basic Nonresident Recreational Fishing License
and 3-day Nonresident Saltwater License Fees. The Legislature
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passed a bill to increase the 3-day non-resident freshwater license
from $10 to $20 and also created a 3-day saltwater license for a
fee of $20. The proposed action would change the 3-day freshwater
license back to $10 and make the 3-day saltwater license $15. The
effective date for this change would need to be decided by the
Commission, stated Mrs. Landry. She then explained the problems
with changing the fees during the current 1license year.
Commissioner Carver stated he could not see the Department spending
$12,000 for 60 days. Chairman Babin stated, if the date of July 1,
1998 was used, the Department would save re-publication fees and
let other states know this Department is working to have a better
relationship with them. Commissioner Carver asked Mrs. Landry how
much would a person pay for a non-resident license if bought on the
Louisiana side and on the Texas side. With the difference in
costs, not only -are license fees lost but also tourist money,
stated Commissioner Carver. <Commissioner Gisclair asked if the
Legislature passed this bill on their own or was it a request from
the Department. Mrs. Landry stated the Department wanted the bill
to change the 2-day license to a 3-day license with no fee changes.
Then Commissioner Gisclair asked if the charterboat captains could
issue a non-resident license for $3.50? Mrs. Landry answered yes,
but the fee is $2.50. Then Commissioner Gisclair stated this was
a big injustice. Chairman Babin stated the charterboat license

fees needed to be addressed. Secretary Jenkins agreed with
Commissioner Gisclair and stated the Department fought this bill in
the Legislature. Then he stated it cost the Department

approximately $250,000 to lose those licenses the first vyear.
Commissioner Carver asked if the Commission had the right to
override the fees? Mr. Don Puckett stated the Commission could
change any non-resident recreational fishing or hunting license
fees. Chairman Babin stated this could be discussed at an upcoming
meeting. Commissioner Carver asked how much would it cost to put
it into effect? Commissioner Gattle asked, on the saltwater side,
have other states protested the cost of our license fees?
Secretary Jenkins stated the Department has received a 1lot of
complaints from Mississippi. Chairman Babin stated he was
approached by people from Mississippi that wanted to make a
presentation to the Commission at their December meeting.
Commissioner McCall asked what was the cost of a fishing license in
Mississippi? Secretary Jenkins felt no one fished in Mississippi
waters. Chairman Babin stated there was a need to change the cost
of the licenses, but there was also a need to look at how much the
change would cost from an economic standpoint. Mr. Puckett advised
there was a need for a motion, a second and a 2/3 majority vote to
add the item to the agenda as an action item. Commissioner Carver
made a motion to include this on the agenda as an action item.
Commissioner Hanchey seconded the motion and it passed with no
opposition. Then Mr. Puckett suggested amending the Notice of
Intent to include an effective date. Chairman Babin asked if July
1, 1998 was the official date for new licenses? Commissioner
Hanchey made a motion to amend the Notice of Intent to read July 1,
1998 as the official date to change the non-resident fishing
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license fees. Commissioner Gattle seconded the motion and it also
passed with no opposition. Then, Commissioner Gisclair made a
motion adopting the amended Notice of Intent and it was seconded by
Commlssxoner Gattle. This motion passed with no opposition.

Secretary Jenkins asked if the Commission wanted an item on
the December's agenda to discuss charterboat licenses? Chairman
Babin stated yes. Then Chairman Babin asked why are licenses
available mid-year? - Mrs. Landry stated this is how the law is
written. Chairman Babin asked if there would be a better time to
issue fishing licenses in this State? Then he asked if Point of
Sale was ever implemented, could it solve a lot of problems? Mrs.
Landry answered yes, as long as the program was implemented and
designed properly.- - Commissioner Carver stated a lot of states
issue fishing licenses that are good for a year. Then he commented
if a person buys a license in May, that license would only be valid
for two months. Commissioner Gattle asked who could develop a
comparison of the license fees of the adjoining. states to
Louisiana? Mrs. Landry stated she could develop a listing.
Chairman Babin asked Mrs. Landry if this could be done for the
December Meeting, to which she stated it could.

(The full text of the Notice of
Intent 1is made a part of the
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wwildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby gives notice of
its intent to adopt a rule relative to fees for three-day basic and
saltwater nonresident recreational fishing licenses.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life

Chapter 4. License and License Fees

§407. Three~day Basic and Saltwater Nonresident Recreational
Fishing License Fees

A. In lieu of the basic recreational fishing 1license,
nonresidents may purchase a three-day basic recreational fishing
license for a fee of $10. This three-day license shall be valid
-for three consecutive days, including the day of issue.
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B. In lieu of the saltwater recreational fishing license, a
nonresident may purchase a three-day saltwater recreational fishing
license at a fee of $15. This three-day license shall be valid for
three consecutive days, including the day of issue.

C. The above fees hereby supersede those fees established
for the above licenses at R.S. 56:302.1B(1) and (2) (a).

, D. The effective date of the above fees shall be July 1,
1998.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(28).
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic statement, the filing of the notice of intent

and final rule and the preparation of reports and correspondence to
other agencies of government.

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed
rule to Janis Landry, Office of Management and Finance, Department
of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000,
no later than 4:30 p.m., Thursday, February 5, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

The Monthly Law Enforcement Report for October was given by
Major Keith LaCaze. The following numbers of citations were issued
during the month of October.

Region I - Minden - 89 citations.

Region II - Monroe - 118 citations.

Region III - Alexandria - 137 citations.

Region IV - Ferriday - 49 citations.

Region V - Lake Charles - 193 citations.

Region VI - Opelousas - 93 citations.

Region VII - Baton Rouge - 110 citations.

Region VIII ~ New Orleans - 262 citations.

Region IX - Thibodaux - 337 citations.
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Seafood Investigative Unit - 31 citations.
Statewide Strike Force - 110 citations.
SWEP - 59 citétions.

Oyster Strike Force - 198 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statewide for the month of
October was 1,388.

The aviation report for October 1997 showed enforcement pilots
flew three airplanes a total of 50.6 hours for enforcement and 38.5
hours for othér divisions.

Commissioner McCall asked, of these cases, how many are repeat
offenders? Then he asked if this was a major problem? Chairman
Babin stated it was unfortunate the penalty does not fit the crime
in some cases.

Chairman Babin then asked for Division Reports. Mr. Dave
Moreland gave a slide presentation on the Deer Management
Assistance Program (DMAP). The DMAP program allows the Department
to assist private landowners in managing the deer population on
their land. It is designed to control the antlerless segment of
the deer population. At least 500 acres of land is needed to
enroll in DMAP with a fee of $25 registration and 5 cents per acre.
Deer habitat is one area looked at as well as a recommendation of
how many deer should be harvested. Some hunting clubs or
landowners manage their herds for quality deer or trophy deer. Mr.
Moreland stated the number of clubs enrolled in the program more
than doubled since 1989. East Carroll Parish is in the high
harvest category having the best habitat in the State and a high

deer population. Vernon and Beauregard Parishes' harvest has
started to increase due to more lands being leased, stated Mr.
Moreland. He anticipates a good deer season this year.

Commissioner Gattle asked what the percentage is of DMAP tags being
filled. Mr. Moreland stated the average was between 60 and 70
percent. Commissioner Carver asked if the staff was looking at
deer destroying crops? Mr. Moreland stated the Department and
Commission needed to develop a policy on deer depredation. Then
Commissioner Carver asked if the issuance of permits to control
depredation could be controlled? Mr. Hugh Bateman stated this
problem will have to be dealt with more frequently in the future as
the deer herds grow and the rural areas become urbanized. He then
stated he was proud of the way Mr. Moreland is handling the deer
program statewide and the way he has represented the Department.
The DMAP program is a success and pays for itself as well as
provides additional funding for the Department.

Then Mr. Bateman stated the next division report was also a
slide presentation on Catahoula Lake Brush Control. Catahoula Lake
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has over 500,000 ducks on it now, stated Mr. Bateman. Invasions of
woody plants occur on the lake during the dry part of the year. 1In
1996, about 10,000 acres along the perimeter of the lake were being
invaded with trees. This year approximately 2,800 acres have been
cut with tractors and it proved to be very successful. The
northeast portion of the lake encompassing 250 acres of the lake
was treated with a heavy duty bushhog machine. Isolated willow
trees were treated with a herbicide in an effort to kill them. Mr.
Bateman hoped an additional 3,000 acres could be treated next year.
Ducks Unlimited provided funding to help with this project.
Commissioner McCall asked if the trees bushhogged this year would
come back next year or were they eliminated? Mr. Bateman stated
the mechanical treatment allows for 3 to 6 years before treatment
would be needed again.

After several minutes of discussion, the Commissioners decided
to hold the March 1998 Meeting on Thursday, March 5, 1997 beginning
at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Headquarters.

Chairman Babin then asked if there were any Public Comments.
Commissioner Gisclair read a letter from Mr. George Barisich with
United Commercial Fisherman's Association. The purpose of the
letter was to request the Commission consider extending the shrimp
season east of the Mississippi River and to allow the harvesting of
black drum and sheepshead that are devouring everything in their
path. Mr. John Roussel stated the staff would 1look at the
situation, but he noted they could not predict what the shrimp
would be like next month. He suggested that it be put on the
December agenda and the staff would be able to provide information
at that time.

There being no further business, Commissioner McCall made a
motion to Adjourn the meeting and it was seconded by Commissioner
Gisclair.

James W Jerkins,
Secretary
JHJ :sch
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| Charrgpo rrede 1)o7

MINUTES OF THE MEETING
OF ‘
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

Thursday, November 6, 1997

Chairman Daniel Babin presiding.

Jerald Hanchey
Norman MccCall
Glynn Carver
Perry Gisclair
Joseph Cormier
Tom Gattle

Secretary James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Chairman Babin called for a mo
2, 1997 Commission Minutes. A _
Commissioner Cormier and secop
motion passed with no opposit;

1ntroduc1ng Mr. Millard
Hutchinson of the I« nist Association. Mr.
Hutchinson thanked the jJp& alf of the Association for
the relationship shaxred oveg t 10 years. Each year's
Conventign is highiig petition which includes the

“ = ¥ next year will be a pair of
“the following year. Mr. Bill
nning taxidermy work of a speckled trout.
ttended the Convention and saw some of
uthement's mount was a good example of
One of the rules in the competition is

ermists. Commissioner McCall asked if the
Commissioner Carver stated the trout had
*his mouth. Chairman Babin stated it was a

Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by Petroleum
yfety was handled by Mr. Tommy Prickett. He stated the
er of the Society sponsored the Louisiana Oilman's
lays Tournament in Covington, Louisiana. The proceeds
would be donated to the Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation for 7#Z
Hunter Youth Education Challenge and the woodduck box program. Mr.
Prickett explained the events that occur at the Hunter Youth
Education Challenge and the success Louisiana's youth has achieved.
The woodduck box program set a goal of 3,000 boxes to help maintain
the population and that goal will be reached this year. Mr.
Prickett then introduced Mr. David Bryant with the Louisiana
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Oilman's Sporting Clay’ who would make a presentation to
Commissioner Carver. Mr. Bryant stated the 1997 tournament was a
great success with 237 shooters. A donation in the amount of
$10,000 was then given to Commissioner Carver for the Wildlife and
Fisheries Foundation. It was requested that 70 percent of the
donation go to the Youth Hunter Education cChallenge and the
remaining 30 percent to the woodduck box program. To date, a total
of $31,800 has been donated to the Foundation. The 5th a“1versary
of the tournament will be held on August 29, 199 r. Bryant
asked the Commissioners to be part of the ev
Carver thanked Mr. Bryant for the donationg
all contributions to the Foundation a
donee can specify where the donations

Mr. Johnnie Tarver began the p
Natural Areas Registry. This progra
Act 324 and enables the Department to
by citizens and natural resource manage
legacy. Over 60,000 acres have been entoli
far. Mr. Tarver then explained ho
into the program, such as having
special feature. He then asked M .
Conservancy to come forward.
co-administered with the Dep
promote and protect certai
this new area is between th
Wildlife and Fisheries
Fordoche site is locate

d this program is
luntary program to
lership involved in
i¢trs, the Department of
onservancy. The Bayou
aya Basin and is part of
rveys of the uniqueness of
this area provides les, 70 species of fish, 60
species @f reptile
Mrs. Cg ;
partid)
plaque.“
the

2 Corps of Engineers for their
. Clark to come up and accept a
ed the Corps is dedicated to conserving
swhich includes managing 1lands for

Dave Morrison. The 10th annual
998-99 print contest was held on November 5,
S generated approximately $5 million which is
ion or enhancement of wetlands. Mr. Morrison
his money has been spent and expressed hope for
”nued sucgéss with the program. There were 35 mallard entries
about 50 percent made it through the first round of
third place painting was painted by Mr. Bruce Heard;
}dce by Mr. Greg Chappell; and first place went to Mr. R.
C. Davis. Mr. Davis stated Louisiana is a special place when it
comes to wildlife and fisheries. He then stated he was proud to be
part of the team and asked everyone to help in keeping Louisiana
the way it is. Chairman Babin thanked Mr. Davis for his beautiful
painting. Mr. Morrison then stated, _with this being the 10th
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anniversary, there would be a Governor's Edition/stamp created as
well as a commemorative print. All proceeds would go back into the
duck stamp fund to continue improving waterfowl.

Mr. Danny Timmer handled the next agenda item, Ratify Final
Rule on 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting S8easons. In July 1997, a NOtiCQ;)ﬁ%ﬁﬁUﬂ;

of Intent was approved by the Commission and allowed for public
comment. Two changes have occurred since that time.
change was closing an additional portion of Madisgn Pa
Highway 65 to the Mississippi River. The second
a portion of Sabine and north Vernon Pa ishes
ZhpjecTs -PUEPOSes. Chairman Babin asked Mr. :
f / ’ It Resolved portion of the Resolution.
motion accepting the Resolution and it
McCall. The motion passed with no op

was closing
1 restoration

(The fu of the Resoliition and
Rule is m art of the record.)

LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OE

WHEREAS, it is the cox

Wlldllfe

seasons, bag limits, possession
rules and reqgulations for the hunting,
ion of any species of wild game birds
ommission by R.S. 56:115, and

provide for the protection and
of wild turkeys and allow for recreational

bIT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations,
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of
wild turkeys are hereby ratified by the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Daniel J. Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary



La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries

RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Notice of Intent publ;§hed¢ the July
1997 lLouisiana Register, the Wildlife and F15her£"”¢fmm1551on, at
its regular monthly meeting in November he eby S regulatlon
on open hunting season dates, bag limif
rules and regulations on Department-op
areas for turkeys. Authority to estaly
in the Commission by §115 of Title 5

Statutes of 1950.

1998 TURKEY HUNTING SEAS

Shooting Hours: one-half hour béfore St ..to one-half hour
after sunset.

Daily limit is one gobble; er season. Still
hunting only. Use of dogs, bait salling devices and
live decoys is illegal. & ted with shotguns,
including muzzleloading shg guns 't not larger than #2
lead or BB steel shot, a : but by no other means.
Shooting turkeys from a ry vehicle is prohibited.

:take turkeys by the aid of
ea. Baiting means placing,
of corn (shelled, shucked or
n, salt, or other feed so as to
xtlon or entlcement to, on or over any
pting to take turkeys.

area where corn (shelled, shucked or
ther grain, salt, or other feed capable of
“enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly
ited, distributed or scattered. Such areas
s¥for 15 days following complete removal of all
or other grain, salt, or other feed.

, exposed
n baited ar¢
corn, whea

igents are authorized to close such baited areas and
i in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones
closure.

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly
discourages “feeding” agricultural grains to wild turkeys as this
practice increases the risk of birds contracting potentially lethal
diseases. Repeatedly placing grain in the same area may expose
otherwise healthy birds to disease contaminated soils, grain
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containing lethal toxins and other diseased turkeys using the same
feeding site. Properly distributed food plots (clovers, wheat,
millet and chufa) are far more desirable for turkeys and have the
added benefit of appealing to a wide variety of wildlife.

It is unlawful to take from the wild or possess in captivity
any live wild turkeys or their eggs. No pen raised turkeys from
within or without the state shall be liberated (releasgd
the state. 3

All licensed turkey hunters are r
Stamp in their possession while turkey hy
and big game licenses.

1998 TURKEY HUNTIN SEASQ}
Open Only in the Following Areas

Area A
March 21-Apri

All of the Following Parishes Are

East Baton Rouge, E
Natchitoches, Rapides, St

: Livingston,
mmany, Tangipahoa,
(including Raccourci
Island).

Portions of the Followirdy H Also Open:

¢Ridder to the junction of la.

rtion bounded on the east by the
from Simmesport, on the north by Red
mmunity, on the west by La. 452 from
ftward to Simmesport, EXCEPT that portion
Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east and
“the west by the Big Bend Levee from its
3 des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville
jutiction with La. 451.

North of La. 26 east of DeRidder, west of Hwy.
ction of Hwy. 26 south to Calcasieu Parish.

: West of U.S. 171 north of I-10 and north of I-10
of U.S. 171 to Texas state line.

Caldwell: West of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula
Parish line, east and north of La. 126 and south and west of La.
127.



Catahoula: West of Ouachita River southward to La. 559 at
Duty Ferry, north of La. 559 to La. 124, south and west of La. 124
from Duty Ferry to La. 8 at Harrisonburg and north of La. 8 to La.
126, north and east of La. 126. ALSO that portion lying east of La.
15.

Concordia: That portion east of Hwy. 15 and west of Hwy. 65
from its juncture with Hwy. 15 at Clayton. S

Evangeline: North and west of La. 115,
Sst. Landry to La. 13, west of La. 13 from_E
north of La. 104 west of Mamou.

15 from its juncture with Hwy. 17 at

Iberville: West of La. Hwy. 1. :
for special season dates on all state, ! private lands
within Sherburne boundaries.

LaSalle: All lands lying wes; m the Caldwell
Parish line to the junction of . 5 :
junction of La. 124 and 126; wt 126 toithe junction with
La. 503; north of La. 503 t . west of La. 127 from
Summerville to Little River. g i) of land east of La.
126 from the Caldwell Parigh lineg 1 houla Parish line.

Madison: That port Hwy. 65 and south of
U.S. Hwy. 80. ;

Poipte Coupee
La. 77

portion bounded on the west by
> 7S. 190 to La. 1 at Morganza, on
1 to its jct. with La. 78 and by La. 78
Further EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for

state, federal and private lands within

mrtion south of U.S. Hwy. 80 and east of Hwy.

ortion north of Hwy. 6 from Toledo Bend Lake to
. 171 from Many to the Vernon Parish Line.

#Vy: That portion bounded on the north by U.S. 190,
est Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. ALSO that
e parish bounded on the north by La. 10 from the West

s Lake, on the south by Petite Prairie Bayou to its junction
with the old 0.G. Railroad right-of-way then by the 0.G.R.R. right-
of-way westward to U.S. 71 and on the west by the West Atchafalaya
Guide Levee to its junction with La. 10.



EXCEPTION: See Indian Bayou tract owned by the U.S. Corps of
Engineers for special season dates.

Upper St. Martin: All within the Atchafalaya Basin.
EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state,
federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries.

Tensas: That portion west of Hwy. 65 from the Concorgia Parish
line to its juncture with Hwy. 128, north of La. 138 tos5t. Joseph;
west and north of La. 605, 604 and 3078 northw i’ Port Gibson
Ferry. Also all lands 1y1ng east of
Mississippi River.

Vernon: That portion east of Hwy;
Line to the junction of Hwy. 111, s
Hwy. 392, and south of Hwy. 392 westwa

Winn: Only that portion within the the National

Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserv

Area
April 11=

All of the Following Parishe

Bienville, Bossier,
Portions of the Followip
"2 from the Texas state line

to I-20, south of I-20 from
171 to the DeSoto Parish

171 from the Caddo Parish

Parlsh Road 243 from Lincoln Parish line to
d south of Parish Road 238 to La. 144, west
“west of La. 34 to Chatham, north of La. 146
155, north of La. 155 to La. 542, north of la.
orth of La. 155 from Quitman to Parish Road 105
west of Parish Road 105 to La. 147, north of La.
Parish line.

East of La. 143 from Union Parish line to Bayou

the'Ouachlta River from the mouth of Bayou Darbonne northward to
the Morehouse Parish Line.

Morehouse: West of U.S. 165 from the Arkansas line to Bonita,
north and west of La. 140 to junction of La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake
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Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, north of U.S. 165 from Bastrop
to Ouachita Parish line.

Union: West of La. 15 from Ouachita Parish line to La. 33
west of Farmerville, north of La. 33 to La. 2 at Farmerville, north
and east of La. 2 to La. 143 at Crossroads, east of La. 143 to the
Ouachita Parish line.

Area C
March 21-March 29

Portions of the Following Parishes Are ,
Ascension: All east of the Miss

Avoyelles: That portion surro
bounded on the north, east and south b

, on the west by the
des Glaise structure

Concordia: North and east o
Parish) from the state line wes
River northward to Cocodrie Bay:s ]
to U.S. Hwy. 84, south of U % astwdrd to La. Hwy. 15
(Ferriday), east of La. Wy v y " to U.S. Hwy. 65
(Clayton), east of U.S. Hwy \ ¢ Tensas Parish line.

hute (Concordia
r, east of Red
_Cocodgie Bayou northward

Iberville: All

Tensas: East an y. 65 from Concordia Parish
line to Hwy. 128, o St. Joseph, east and south
of La. . 605, . rthward to Port Gibson Ferry.

¥ provided in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
le 56. Failure to comply with these regulations

Hose Wildlife Management Areas listed are open to turkey

All trails and roads designated as ATV Only shall be closed to
ATVs from March 1 through June 1. ATV off-road or trail travel is
prohibited. Walk-in hunting only (bicycles permitted), unless
opened by sign on trail.



Bag limits on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. The bag
limit for turkeys on Wildlife Management Areas is one per area, not
to exceed two per season for all WMAs. The bag limit for turkeys
is one gobbler per day and three gobblers per season including
those taken on WMAs.

PERMITS

Self-Clearing Permits: All turkey hunts,
hunts, are self-clearing and all hunters must
picking up a permit from a self-clearing g
of each daily hunt, the hunter must c
hunter report portion of the permit and
out box at a self-clearing station bef

Lottery Hunts: Dewey Wills, G
Sabine, Sherburne, Sicily Island
restricted to those persons selected
application Lottery. Deadline for gt
January 31, 1998. Application fee &f
application. Applicants may submit
be selected for one WMA Turkey L
more than one application will
any district office for appli
clearing permit requirement

applications is
e sent with each

Submitting
Contact

Requests for inform
hunt applications and ma
[District 1 — P.O. Bo
2 — 368 Century Park

: 318/371-3050]; [Dlstrlct
'03; 318/343-4044); [District
lle, 71360; 318/487-5885];
Ferriday, 71334; 318/757-4571]:

[Dist eshoré Dr., Lake Charles, 70601; 318/491-
2575]; :Highway 182, Opelousas, 70571; 318/948-
0255]; 98000, Baton Rouge, 70898; 504/765-
2360]. -

anagement Turkey Hunting Schedule*

-

eason Dates Permit Lottery
Requirements Dates**
(Mandatory)

March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None

March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None

Big Lake March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Bodcau April 11-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None
Boise Vernon March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None




Camp March 21-April 5 Self-Clearing | None
Beauregard

Dewey Wills March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 23-25

Fort Polk March 21-April 26 | Self-Clearing

Georgia- April 11-April 19 | Self-Clearing

Pacific

Grassy Lake March 21-March 29

Jackson- April 11-April 26

Bienville

Little River March 21-April 5 A

Loggy Bayou April 18-April 19 April 18-19
April 25-April 26 April 25-26

Pearl River March 21-April 5 None

Peason Ridge March 21-April "None

Pomme de Terre | March 21-Mar: | None

Red River None

Sabine Selif-Clearing | March 21-22

%l

March 28-29

Sandy Hollowt e¢lf~Clearing | None

Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 23-25

Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 28-29
April 4-5

Self-Clearing | None

21-March 22 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
28~March 29 March 28-29
4-April 5 April 4-5

#e Wildlife Management Areas listed have a turkey
. All other areas are CLOSED. For seasons on
is"managed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
local district office.

** The deadline for receiving applications for all turkey
Lottery Hunts on WMAs is January 31, 1998.

10



1 No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified
by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.

S - () EA. Turkey hunting dates
are March 21-29, 1998. Lottery hunts are March 21-22 and March 23-
25. For information, annual permit, and lottery hunt application,
contact Corps of Engineers Headquarters, Post Office Box 187 Krotz
Springs, LA 70750; phone 318/566-3561.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by t
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries C

.S. 56:115.
of Wildlife

Mr. Phil Bowman was next with ® Rule on
Waddill wildlife Refuge. He remind
=% hing a Notice of
: The change
beverages on
ic comments on
“#He Commission to

rd. Commissioner

Intent to amend a rule on Waddill
dealt with the prohibition of posse
the refuge. The Department did ng
the proposed change. Mr.

ratify the rule after it wa
Hanchey made a motlon to a

B. General

11



k %k *

10. The possession of firearms, bows, liquor and controlled
dangerous substances on the refuge is prohibited; provided,
however, that the Department is authorized to construct, maintain
and operate ranges, in which case, shotguns and bows will be
permitted under guidelines developed by the Department° and,
further provided that the prohibition on the possession “flrearms
shall not apply to duly authorized law enforcemer

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in a
seq. and 56:109.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated b Depar
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Com 3
1996) ; amended IR 23: (November 1997)

Daniel

Bass Harvest
pee Parish and
slature began with
fver modification be
£ noticed there were
in False River. He then

Mr. Tim Morrison

Regulations on False River
Discussion of Act 449 of the
Mr. Bennie Fontenot asking
addressed first. In Jan
serious problems with th
recommended the present ;
gave a slide present
Different ways of meas
electrof”'hlng,

pulation was Spring and fall
¥ sampling, summer nighttime
mpling, if necessary. Slides

from 1995, 1996 and 1997
nighttime shoreline seining results for
tenone results of forage fish and bass
€ results from 1990 through 1997, and
m the beginning of March through April

s through habitat, which is aquatic plant
991, a decline in plant aerial  coverage and
occurring. The only vegetation observed in

3 diment discharge into the lake. False River is
1p with trophy lake status, but now does not have any
ies to maintain its current status. The staff was now

fish creel for False River.

Commissioner Gattle asked what has changed the stability of
the water level? Mr. Morrison stated there have been watershed
projects completed by the SCS on the south .and north end of the

12

een found in False Rivermffé%%ge/
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lake. Commissioner Carver asked if the sediment problem will get
better in the future? Chairman Babin reiterated that the slot
limit was not working for a number of reasons, but primarily
because of the introduction of water and sediments into the lake.
Then he stated Pointe Coupee Parish needed to address some of these
same concerns. Mr. Fontenot stated there was a need to protect the
reproduction occurring in the lake now. Then he asked the
Commission to approve the Notice of Intent. Chairman Bgbin asked
Mr. Fontenot to explain the timetable involved. ol étated Act
449 would not be a biological tool to help Falge:Ri¥ but the
also

Gattle asked for an explanatlon on th
included several other lakes in the -
Gattle then asked if Concordia and Can;
to 19 inch slot 1limit? Chairman Babi
amended was section 3 in the Notice &
River. Commissioner Carver made a mot.
Intent and it was seconded by Commig:
passed with no opposition.

Chairman Babin recognized R
and stated now they would g
Marlonneaux thanked the Comm sion

of Act 449 has been
7%405 [; solved by approv1ng the Not e o of E tent as far as the other

r other lakes involved in
sured Commissioner Gattle
He agaln expressed his

the Commission promulg:
Louisiana./ The Reﬁre

(N5 145

ked the Commission to promulgate a
but if they did not deem it

sin contact with staff of the Department and would
dered not including the Department.

(The full text of the Notice of
Intent is made a part of the
record.)

NOTICE OF INTENT
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

13



Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its
intent to amend a rule for black bass.

Title 76

WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic ]

Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commerg¢

I

§149. Black Bass Regulations-Daily Take and

A. The Wildlife and Fisheri
statewide daily take (creel 1limit)

(Micropterus spp.). The possession lim
daily take on water and twice the daily

3

fish for bTtack bass
be the same as the

B.

In addition, the Commissi

eight fish of which no more than
es maximum total length.*

on limit:

On water - Same as daily take.
Off water - Twice the daily take.

Size Limit: 14 inch - 17 inch slot. A 14 - 17
1nch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black
bass whose maximum total length is between 14 inches and 17 inches,
both measurements inclusive.

14



b. Daily Take: eight fish of which no more than
four fish may exceed 17 inches maximum total length.=*

c. Possession limit:

. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.

a. Size limit:
b. Daily Take: 5

c. Possession limit:

*Maximum total length - The dist
the tip of the snout to the most po

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promul
(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3. :
HISTORICAL NOTE:
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fishgr mmission, LR 14:364 (June
: gpromulgated LR 17:488 (May
), LR 20:796 (July 1994),

necessary steps on behalf of the
and effectuate this Notice of Intent and
ut not limited to, the filing of the
tatement, the filing of the Notice of
ule“s'and the preparation of reports and
er agencies of government.

) s may comment on the proposed rule in writing
piferiot, Administrator, Inland Fisheries Division,
irtment of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

A Notice of Intent on Daily Take & 8ize Limits 8et by
Commission - Reef Fish was presented by Mr. Harry Blanchet. The
Notice of Intent would revise the existing rule on harvesting of
reef fish in state waters. The change will adjust the rule so it

fmﬁiﬁ parallels with the regulations in effect in federal waters.

15



The size limit for red snapper would change on January 1, 1998, but
the normal rulemaking process will not allow the Commission's
proposed rule to become effective until March 20, 1998. He then
explained where the existing rule was modified. Chairman Babin
asked when will this proposed rule come up for vote? Mr. Blanchet
stated this was a new Notice of Intent. Commissioner Gisclair
asked if all the changes followed the verbiage in the federal
regulations? Chairman Babin asked if there would be an oconfllct
with the federal regulatlons‘> Mr. Blanchet state :

further discussion, Commissioner McCall made a mo
Notice of Intent. Commissioner Cormier
passed with no opposition.

Intent
record

of intent to amend a Ru
recreational creel and siz
commercial harvest of reefs
rule for daily take, posg
set by the Commission.
included in R.S. 56:6(

; modifying
fish, and rules for
part of the existing
imits for reef fishes

following rules and regulations regarding the
amberjacks, grunts, wrasses, snappers,
tlleflshes, and porgies within and without

ecre S

4. Greater amberjack 1 fish per person per day

16



* % %

B. 1. All persons who do not possess a permit issued by
the National Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery
Management Plan for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources are
limited to the recreational bag limit.

2. Persons who are limited to a recreationalgbag limit

D. 1. For charter vessels a
Federal Regulations 50 CFR Part 622.2
for up to two daily bag limits on
vessel has two llcensed operators ab

required by e U.S.
each passenger is
on behalf of the

or any charter
- be sold, traded,

.{traded bartered or
apply to fish taken

commercial vessel shall
etween vessels on state or

urchase, sell, exchange, barter or
exchange, or barter any red snapper in
imit for which a commercial permit or

. . it
16 inches total length

12 inches total length

“snapper 8 inches total length
4, Red, gag, black, 20 inches total length
yellowfin and nassau
grouper

17



5. Jewfish 50 inches total length

6. Greater amberjack 28 inches fork length (recreational)
36 inches fork length (commercial)

7. Black seabass 8 inches total length

8. Vermillion snapper 10 inches total length s

&d by FR Vol.

I. .
_fOllOWS’

55, No. 14, defines charter vessels and

Charter vessel - a vessel w
the U.S. Coast Guard to carry six or
whose passengers fish for a fee. A chg
fish on a commercial quota for reef fi
carries a passenger who fishes for a

~“are more

r when there
~and crew.

Headboat - vessel whose opeﬁ tor
Coast Guard to carry seven or mo
passengers fish for a fee. A head
commercial quota for reef fish
carries a passenger who flshe
than three persons aboard i

ensed by the U.S.

AUTHORITY NOTE: accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 56:326.1 a : :

HISTORICAL NOTE ! yoi ted byiithe Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, i ie® "Commission, LR 16:539 (June
1990), am 1993), LR 20:797 (July 1994),

60 (September 1996); LR .

"effectuate this notice of intent and
but not limited to, the filing of the
act statements, the filing of the notice of
‘e and the preparation of reports and
r agencies of government.

Mr. Harry Blanchet, Marine Fisheries Division,
1ldlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
rlor to January 1, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin
Chairman

Mrs. Janis Landry presented the next item, Notice of Intent -
Reduction of 3-day Basic Nonresident Recreational Fishing License
and 3-day Nonresident Saltwater License Fees. The Legislature

18



passed a bill to increase the 3-day non-resident freshwater license
from $10 to $20 and also created a 3-day saltwater license for a
fee of $20. The proposed action would change the 3-day freshwater
license back to $10 and make the 3-day saltwater license $15. The
effective date for this change would need to be decided by the
Commission, stated Mrs. Landry. She then explained the problems
with changing the fees during the current 1license year.
Commissioner Carver stated he could not see the Departmen’%
$12,000 for 60 days. Chairman Babin asked, if the date :

’

letg other states know this Department i
relationship with them. Commissioner Ca
much would a person pay for a non-resid
Louisiana side and on the Texas sidg
costs; not only ¥® license fees lost b
AK¢ Commissioner Carver. Commissione
Legislature passed this bill on their
the Department. Mrs. Landry stated the
to change the 2-day llcense to a 3-dayA

captains could
answered yes,

but the fee is $2.50. Then Commi
a big injustice. Chairman Bak
fees needed to be addressed

the Legislature. Then
approximately $250,000
Commissioner Carver a
override the fees? M
change any non-resjidej

.......

the first year.

“fishing or hunting license
i1d be discussed at an upcoming
d how much would it cost to put
tle asked, on the saltwater side,
he cost of our license fees? Secretary
has received a lot of complaints from
n stated he was approached by people
nted to make a presentation to the
ecember meeting. Commissioner McCall asked
- flshlng license in Mississippi? Secretary
shed in Mississippi waters. Chairman Babin

*heed to change the cost of the licenses, but
‘need to look at how much the change would cost
standpoint. Mr. Puckett advised there was a need
second and a 2/3 majority vote to add the item to
-a28#an action item. Commissioner Carver made a motion to
s on the agenda as an action item. Commissioner Hanchey

1 an economi
1 motlon

suggested amending the Notice of Intent to piace

effective date. Chairman Babin asked if July 1, 1998 was the
official date for new licenses? Commissioner Hanchey made a motion
to amend the Notice of Intent to read July 1, 1998 as the official
date to change the non-resident fishing license fees. Commissioner

io

—-Departnent—

«
the motion and it passed with no opposition. Then‘gg;,/ﬁ0¢>

[os e

i



Gattle seconded the motion and it also passed with no opposition.
Then, Commissioner Gisclair made a motion adopting the amended
Notice of Intent and it was seconded by Commissioner Gattle. This
motion passed with no opposition.

Secretary Jenkins asked if the Commission wanted an item on
the December's agenda to discuss charterboat licenses? Chairman
Babin stated vyes. Then Chairman Babin asked why argi:licenses
available mid-year? Mrs. Landry stated this ig, how
written. Chairman Babin asked if there would bg & be
issue fishing licenses in this State?
Sale was ever implemented, could it sol
Landry answered yes, as long as the program w
designed properly. Commissioner cCary g
issue fishing licenses that are good £
if a person buys a license in May, tha
for two months. Commissioner Gattl
comparison of the license fees of
Louisiana? Mrs. Landry stated sheg
Chairman Babin asked Mrs. Landry i
December Meeting, to which she stat

djoining states to
; velop a listing.

the Notice of
part of the

"d Fisheries
Commission

K

i In lieu of the basic recreational fishing license,
nonre51dents may purchase a three-day basic recreational fishing
license for a fee of $10. This three-day license shall be valid
for three consecutive days, including the day of issue.

20



B. In lieu of the saltwater recreational fishing license, a
nonresident may purchase a three-day saltwater recreational fishing
license at a fee of $15. This three-day license shall be valid for
three consecutive days, including the day of issue.

cC. The above fees hereby supersede those fees established
for the above licenses at R.S. 56:302.1B(1) and (2) (a).

D. The effective date of the above fees gshall
1998. ;

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in acc
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries

The Secretary of the Department
authorized to take any and all neces
Commission to promulgate and effectuat
the final rule, including but not 1j
fiscal and economic statement, the fifi
and final rule and the preparation
other agencies of government.

:the filing of the
:notice of intent
srrespondence to

Interested persons may su
rule to Janis Landry, Office
of Wildlife and Fisheries,
no later than 4:30 p.m.,

inance, Department
ouge, LA  70898-9000,
Febryary 5, 1998.

118 citations.

andria - 137 citations.
erriday - 49 citations.

'Lake Charles - 193 citations.
VI - Opelousas ~ 93 citations.
Region VII - Baton Rouge - 110 citations.
Region VIII -~ New Orleans - 262 citations.
Region IX -~ Thibodaux - 337 citations.
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Seafood Investigative Unit - 31 citations.
Statewide Strike Force - 110 citations.
SWEP - 59 citations.

Oyster Strike Force - 198 citations.

The grand total of citations issued statew1def
October was 1,388.

The aviation report for October 19
flew three airplanes a total of 50.6 ho:
hours for other divisions.

Commissioner McCall asked, of the;
offenders? Then he asked if this wa
Babin stated it was unfortunate the pen es not fit the crime
in some cases.

Chairman Babin then asked fo ; ts. Mr. Dave
Moreland gave a slide present# : eer Management
Assistance Program (DMAP). The . s the Department
to assist private landowners eer population on
their land. It is designed :
the deer population. At
enroll 1n DMAP with a fee

how many deer shoul
landowners manage theit

Some hunting clubs or
y deer or trophy deer. Mr.
the number of clubs enrolled

the Stat (e} < r populatlon. Vernon and Beauregard
Parishes ' ‘ to increase due to more lands being
leased, stc He anticipates a good deer season
this yeagxs attle asked what the percentage is of
Mr. Moreland stated the average was
Commissioner Carver asked if the staff
estroying crop’ damage? Mr. Moreland stated

nce 1989 East CarroIl Pari§h B

ol depredation could be controlled? Mr. Hugh
this problem will have to be dealt with more
he future as the deer herds grow and the rural areas
Bariized. He then stated he was proud of the way Mr.
s handling the deer program statewide and the way he has
represented the Department. The DMAP program is a success and pays
for itself as well as provides additional funding for the
Department.
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WERE

Then Mr. Bateman stated the next division report was also a
slide presentation on the” Catahoula Lake Brush Control. Catahoula
Lake has over 500,000 ducks on it now, stated Mr. Bateman.
Invasion?of woody plants occur on the lake during the dry part of
the year. In 1996, about 10,000 acres along the perimeter of the
lake _was being invaded with trees. This year approximately 2,800
acres have been cut with tractors and it proved to be very
successful. The northeast portion of the lake encompasslng 250
acres of the lake was treated with a heavy dutyfb :

Isolated willow trees were treated with a herbici,
kill them. Mr. Bateman hoped an additigf

treated next year. Ducks Unlimited pr
this project. Commissioner McCall ask
this year would come back next year o]

at 10:00 a.m. at the Baton Rouge Head

Chairman Babin then asked i
Commissioner Gisclair read a 1«

low the harvestlng of
r1ng everything in its 77
path. Mr. John Rous taff would look at the
situation, but he not )
would be like next_ mg¢ ted that it be put on the

able to provide information

r business, Commissioner McCall made a
motion to g and it was seconded by Commissioner

Gisclair.

James H. Jenkins, Jr.
Secretary
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Atchafalaya swamp site named natural area Page 1 of 1

Atchafalaya swamp site named
natural area

Published on November 7, 1997

Advocate staff report

Nearly 4,000 acres in the Indian Bayou area of the Atchafalaya
swamp has been designated a natural area, according to the Nature
Conservancy and the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers.

The Bayou Fordoche Natural Area, southwest of Krotz Springs in
St. Landry Parish, is registered through the Louisiana Natural Area
Registry Program.

Through the program, owners of qualifying natural areas volunteer
to protect all or portions of their property. To qualify, a site must
contain a rare animal or plant, an exemplary natural plant
community or a special natural feature.

The Bayou Fordoche area supports swallow-tailed kite nests and
several waterbird nesting colonies.

The Bayou Fordoche registry agreement includes management
guidelines jointly developed by the corps, the Nature Conservancy
and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries.

It is the first designated natural area owned by the corps’ New
Orleans District. It is the only registered tract in the Atchafalaya
swamp. The corps bought the tract as part of the Atchafalaya
Basin Floodway System Project.
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BATON ROUGE 2 LCUI'S
Wildlife and Fisheries seeks to remove
False River from Trophy Lake Program

Published on November 7, 1997

By JOE MACALUSO
Advocate outdoors writer

Citing data which showed a drastic decline in largemouth bass
reproduction, the state’s Inland Fisheries Section proposed drastic
changes in size and daily creel limits for False River at Thursday’s
Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission meeting.

The Department of Wildlife and Fisheries’ Notice of Intent seeks
the removal of the 3,200-acre, Pointe Coupee Parish oxbow lake
from the state’s Trophy Lake Program, sets a 14-inch minimum
size and a five-black bass daily limit.

Baton Rouge district fisheries biologist Tim Morrison told the
commission that seine counts showing 140-150 bass fingerlings per
test area 10 years ago dropped to 2-3 fingerlings in this year’s
surveys. Other tests also showed over 100-percent increase in
buffalo in the lake.

Morrison said those changes can be traced to three factors,
increased drainage into the lake of surrounding farm lands and
resulting siltation deposited on the lake’s bottom; rapid water-level
fluctuations during the spring when bass and other fish spawn; and,
the disappearance of aquatic plants along 95 percent of the lake’s
banks.

False River was among the first waterbodies in the state stocked
with Florida bass fingerlings in the early 1980s. Five years after the
first stocking, the lake produced Larry LeJeune’s state-record bass,
the first bass over 12 pounds recorded in Louisiana. With increased
stockings of the rapidly growing Florida bass fingerlings,
LeJeune’s catch is no longer among the top 20 on the State’s Fish
Record List.

Morrison said that record fish, along with four other criteria —
stable water levels, aquatic plant coverage, good forage (baitfish)
base and above-average growth rates — made False River a prime
candidate for the Trophy Lake Program. Along with Lake
Concordia, False River were entered in the program 10 years ago.
Caney Creek Lake was added four years ago. It meant that False

http://www.theadvocate.com/outdoors/1107joe htm 11/7/97
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River had an eight-fish daily limit and a 15-19 inch slot limit, which
meant bass measured within those lengths had to be released back
into the lake.

"What we’ve seen over the last three years is that False River does
not meet any of those criteria," Morrison said.

"The 14-inch minimum size will allow small bass in the lake to
spawn at least once, and the five-fish daily limit is to protect the
15-19 inch-long fish that are already in the lake."

He said there is a good population of the 15-19 inch bass there, but
the real concern is over the future of the lake and that the lack of
small bass in the population indicates future problems.

Other commission action included:

» Approval of the 1998 spring turkey season dates and bag
limits. Area A, which includes the Baton Rouge area, will
run from March 21 through April 26. Area B, the
northwestern parishes, has an April 11-26 season and Area
C, which covers Ascension Parish and areas along the
Mississippi River north of West Feliciana Parish, will run
March 21-29. The daily limit remains one male turkey per
day and a limit of three per season;

» Approval of a Notice of Intent calling for a decrease from
three-per-day to one-per-day daily limit on the recreational
catch of greater amberjack, the prohibition of the sale of
recreationally caught reef fish (to include amberjack,
grouper and all snapper), and revised minimum length limits
on all snapper, grouper, black seabass and jewfish to
conform to Gulf of Mexico Fisheries Management Council
limits;

» Approval of Notice of Intent to change non-resident,
three-day basic recreational fishing and saltwater license fees;

*+ Accepting of 4,000 acres of U.S. Army Corps of
Engineer-management lands in the Indian Bayou area into
the Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program;

» Accepting a $10,000 donation from the Louisiana Oilman’s
Association for funding the State Youth Hunter Education
Challenge and the state’s Wood Duck Box Program;

« Naming R.C. Davis of Amite as the winner of the
10th-annual Louisiana Duck Stamp Art Contest for his
painting of a mallard which will become the state’s 1998-99
waterfowl stamp;

+ Ratification of a ban on alcoholic beverages at the new
Waddill Wildlife Refuge in Baton Rouge;

» Learned that the Enforcement Division issued 1,388
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citations in October, including 289 on state wildlife
management areas, :

» And, set its March 1998 meeting date for March 5 at
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters in Baton
Rouge.

All Notice of Intent issues will come up for ratification at the
March meeting.
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COMMISSION MEETING
ROLL CALL

Thursday, November 6, 1997

Baton Rouge, LA
Wildlife & Fisheries Building

Attended Absent

Daniel Babin (Chairman)
Perry Gisclair

Tom Gattle

Glynn Carver

Joseph Cormier

Jerald Hanchey

NIKKERNKK

Norman McCall

Mr. Chairman:

There are 1 Commissioners in attendance and we have a quorum.

Secretary Jenkins is also present.



10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

16.

AGENDA
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
November 6, 1997
10:00 AM
Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of October 2, 1997

Presentation of Secretary's Cup by Louisiana Taxidermist
Association - Harry Blanchet

Donation to Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by
Petroleum Engineers Society - Tommy Prickett

Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Presentation - Lisa
Creasman

1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp Art Contest Winner & Display of
Paintings - Dave Morrison

Ratify Final Rule on 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Seasons -
Danny Timmer

Ratify Rule on Waddill Wildlife Refuge - Phil Bowman

Notice of Intent - Modification of Black Bass Harvest
Regulations on False River Lake, Pointe Coupee Parish and
Discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana Legislature -
Bennie Fontenot

Notice of Intent - Daily Take & Size Limits Set by
Commission - Reef Fish - Harry Blanchet

Notice of Intent - Reduction of 3-day Basic Nonresident

Recreational Fishing License and 3-day Nonresident

Saltwater License Fees - Janis Landry

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/October - Winton Vidrine

Division Reports

a. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) - Dave
Moreland

b. Catahoula Lake Brush Control - Hugh Bateman

Set March 1998 Meeting Date

Public Comments

Adjourn
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LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
BATON ROUGE, LA
November 6, 1997
10:00 AM

Roll cCall
Approval of Minutes of October 2, 1997

Presentation of Secretary's Cup by Louisiana Taxidermist
Association - Harry Blanchet

Donation to Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by
Petroleum Engineers Society - Tommy Prickett

Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Presentation - Lisa
Creasman

1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp ArtlgﬁgFest Winneggﬁ Display of
Paintings - Dave Morrison . - | 3£ :
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Ratify Final Rule on 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Seasons -
Danny Timmer

Ratify Rule on Waddill Wildlife Refuge - Phil Bowman
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Notice of Intent - Modification of Black Bass Harvest
Regulations on False River Lake, Pointe Coupee Parish and
Discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana Legislature -
Bennie Fontenot

0 Notice of Intent - Daily Take & Size Limits Set by
Commission - Reef Fish - Harry Blanchet

Notice of Intent - Reduction of 3-day Basic Nonresident
Recreational Fishing License and 3-day Nonresident
Saltwater License Fees - Janis Landry

S

Enforcement & Aviation Reports/October - Winton Vidrine
13. Division Reports
JM/ Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP) - Dave
. Moreland .
Jy( Catahoula Lake Brush Control - Hugh Bateman
4. Set March 1998 Meeting Date

15. Public Comments

16. Adjourn
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries Commission Meeting

Agenda Item: Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program Announcement

Presenting: ~ Lisa Creasman, Director, The Nature Conservancy
Lt. Colonel Raymond G. Clark, New Orleans District, U.S. Army Corps of Engineers
Johnnie Tarver, Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries

Subject: Registry of 4,000 acres of forested wetlands in Atchafalaya River Basin (see attached
description of project).
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Forested Wetlands Protected in Atchafalaya Swamp

The Louisiana black bear, swallow-tailed kites and numerous other wildlife may sleep easier
tonight thanks to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, which has taken the
initiative to designate nearly 4,000 acres of its newly acquired Indian Bayou tract as an official
state natural area through the Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program. Located in St. Landry
Parish, the BAYOU FORDOCHE NATURAL AREA is found within the 12,000 acre Indian
Bayou area southwest of Krotz Springs.

The Indian Bayou tract was purchased by the Corps as part of the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway
System Project. The Corps has been acquiring land in the lower Atchafalaya floodway since 1988
for flood control projects, wildlife habitat conservation and public recreation. The Bayou
Fordoche Natural Area is the first designated natural area owned by the New Orleans District and
the largest registered tract in the Atchafalaya River swamp.

An ecologically significant region, the Atchafalaya is the largest river overflow swamp in North
America and the largest contiguous forested wetland in the Mississippi River Alluvial Plain. It
consists of a rich diversity of natural communities that provide habitat for threatened and rare
species such as the Louisiana black bear, bald eagle, roseate spoonbill, and pallid sturgeon. Over
200 bird species, 70 species of fish, 60 species of reptiles and amphibians, and over 100 types of
plants have been documented in preliminary surveys. The Bayou Fordoche Natural Area supports
nesting occurrences of swallow-tailed kites, known in the Mississippi River Alluvial Plain only
from the Atchafalaya swamp. Several waterbird nesting colonies are also present in the natural
area and surrounding swamp.

The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program is an inmovative and effective conservation
program jointly administered since 1987 by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Natural Heritage Program and The Nature Conservancy, Louisiana Field Office. The Louisiana
Natural Arcas Registry Program is a registration procedure by which owners of qualifying natural
areas voluntarily agree 10 protect all or portions of their property. The Registry enables the
Conservancy and the state agency to jointly recognize the contributions made by Louisiana
citizens in protecting our state’s natural legacy, i.e.,"citizens-based conservation." Government
agencies and businesses are also encouraged to participate.

To qualify for the Registry, a site must contain a rare animal or plant; an exemplary natural plant
community; or a special natural feature. To date over 60,000 acres have been entered into
Registry agreements, with over 65 private, industrial and government landowners and agencies
participating!
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The Bayou Fordoche registry agreement includes management guidelines jointly developed by the
Corps, TNC and LDWF. In general the site will be left in its natural state with only minimal -
unnatural disturbances allowed. Qutdoor recreational activities are encouraged include hunting
and fishing and crawfishing.

The Armmy Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District, has been participating in the Registry Program
since 1991 when they designated 8 separate natural areas in north Louisiana.

The Nature Conservancy is an international organization committed to protecting plants and animals and the
lands and waters they need to survive. Operating in the U.S. since 1951, the Conservancy has helped protect
over 10 million acres and maintains more than 1,500 preserves. The Louisiana field office, established 10 years
ago in 1987, has 13 preserves and has worked in partnership to protect nearly 200,000 acres.

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program is an endangered species and non-game program within the state
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Baton Rouge. It works to inventory and preserve Louisiana’s native
fauna and flora, and the diverse natural habitats that house them.
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PRESS RELEASE: November 6, 1997
FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE

FROM: The Nature Conservancy, Baton Rouge, LA, and U. S. Army Corps of Engineers,
New Orleans District '

SUBJECT: Special designation of 4,000 acres in the Atchafalaya Swamp

Forested Wetlands Protected in Atchafalaya Swamp

The Louisiana black bear, swallow-tailed kites and numerous other wildlife may sleep easier
tonight thanks to the U. S."Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, which has taken the
initiative to designate nearly 4,000 acres of its newly acquired Indian Bayou tract as an official

- state natural area through the Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program. Located in St. Landry
Parish, the BAYOU FORDOCHE NATURAL AREA is found within the 12,000 acre Indian
Bayou area southwest of Krotz Springs.

The Indian Bayou tract was purchased by the Corps as part of the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway
System Project. The Corps has been acquiring land in the lower Atchafalaya floodway since 1988
for flood control projects, wildlife habitat conservation and public recreation. The Bayou
Fordoche Natural Area is the first designated natural area owned by the New Orleans District and
the only registered tract in the Atchafalaya River swamp.

An ecologically significant region, the Atchafalaya is the largest river overflow swamp in North
America and the largest contiguous forested wetland in the Mississippi River Alluvial Plain. It
consists of a rich diversity of natural communities that provide habitat for threatened and rare
species such as the Louisiana black bear, bald eagle, roseate spoonbill, and pallid sturgeon. Over
+ 200 bird species, 70 species of fish, 60 species of reptiles and amphibians, and over 100 types of
plants have been documented in preliminary surveys. The Bayou Fordoche Natural Area supports
nesting occurrences of swallow-tailed kites, known in the Mississippi River Alluvial Valley only
from the Atchafalaya swamp. Several waterbird nesting colonies are also present in the natural
area and surrounding swamp. '

The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program is an innovative and effective conservation
program jointly administered since 1987 by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Natural Heritage Program and The Nature Conservancy, Louisiana Field Office. To date more
than 60,000 acres have been entered into Registry agreements, with over 65 private, industrial and
government landowners and agencies participating!



The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program is a registration procedure by which owners of
qualifying natural areas voluntarily agree to protect all or portions of their property. To qualify
for the Registry, a site must contain a rare animal or plant; an exemplary natural plant community;
or a special natural feature. The Registry enables the Conservancy and the state agency to jointly
recognize the contributions made by Louisiana citizens in protecting our state's natural legacy,
i.e.,"citizens-based conservation." Government agencies and businesses are also encouraged to
partictpate.

The Bayou Fordoche registry agreement includes management guidelines jointly developed by the
Corps, TNC and LDWF. Outdoor recreational activities are encouraged include hunting and
fishing and crawfishing. In general the site will be left in its natural state with minimal unnatural
disturbances allowed.

The Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District, has been participating in the Registry Program
since 1991 when they designated 8 natural areas in north Louisiana. Bayou Fordoche is the first
state natural area set aside by the New Orleans District. Colonel Bill Conner, District Engineer of
New Orleans District, said “the New Orleans District is dedicated to multiple-use management of
lands, including establishing areas to be managed primarily to conserve natural habitats and
indigenous species”.

Lisa Creasman, the Director of the Louisiana Nature Conservancy states “The Atchafalaya Basin
is the ecological jewel of the Mississippi Valley, and as such is a top focus for The Nature
Conservancy”. We applaud the New Orleans District for taking a leadership role by conserving
special sites on their lands.

“The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry is an important component of this Department’s
conservation efforts, said Jimmy Jenkins, Secretary, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. “We
appreciate participation in the Program by the New Orleans District.”

The Nature Conservancy is an international organization committed to protecting plants and animals and the
lands and waters they need to survive. Operating in the U.S. since 1951, the Conservancy has helped protect
over 10 million acres and maintains more than 1,500 preserves. The Louisiana field office, established 10 years
ago in 1987, has 13 preserves and has worked in partnership to protect nearly 200,000 acres. '

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program is an endangered species and non-game program within the state
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Baton Rouge. It works to inventory and preserve Louisiana’s native
fauna and flora, and the diverse natural habitats that house them.

For more information, contact:
Nelwyn MclInnis, The Nature Conservancy, at 504-338-1040 -

Gary Lester, LA. Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries, at 504-765-2821
Bob Russell, U. S. Ammy Corps of Engineers, New Orleans, at 504-862-2530
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LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES, NATURAL AREAS REGISTRY
PROGRAM

What is this program? -\The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program was established by Act No. 324 of
the state legislature in 1987; The program is a registration procedure by which owners of qualified natural
areas voluntarily agree to protect all or portions of their property.

Who operates the program? - The Act assigned the responsibility of implementation of its parts to the
Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries and ﬁxrther stlpulaled that the Department could cooperate
with various entities, including private organizations, te-saple: pegsasiens.  Since its inception, the
program has been jointly administered by LDWEF’s Natural Hentage Program and The Nature Conservancy,
LA Field Office.

Goals of the program - The Registry Program enables the Department to recognize the contributions made by,

: Louisiana citizens and natural resource managers in conserving our states’ natural legacy. The program also
allows LDWF to educate landowners regarding special natural resources and to provide management
recommendations if desired by the landowner..

Benefits to LDWF - The Registry Program provides an avenue for the Department to positively influence
natural resource management of biologically significant areas beyond its own land base. The statéicould not-
thave acquired the moneys necessary to purchase all of the areas now under voluntary conservation and thus i it
lS a very cost-effective program. To date over 60,000 acres have been entered into the program.

What are the qualifications for the program? -ITB_ﬁuahfy for the Registry, a site must contain a rare animal

of plant; an exemplary natural plant community; or a special feature such as a waterfall, - “Landowners ‘
partxb'ff;'z‘itmg in'the program may be private, pubhc or industrial..
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PRESS RELEASE: November 6, 1997

FROM: The Nature Conservancy, Baton Rouge, LA, and U. S. Army Corps of Engineers,
New Orleans District

SUBJECT: Special designation of 4,000 acres in the Atchafalaya Swamp

Forested Wetlands Protected in Atchafalaya Swamp

The Louisiana black bear, swallow-tailed kites and numerous other wildlife may sleep easier
tonight thanks to the U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans District, which has taken the
initiative to designate nearly 4,000 acres of its newly acquired Indian Bayou tract as an official
state natural area through the Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program. Located in St. Landry
Parish, the BAYOU FORDOCHE NATURAL AREA is found within the 12,000 acre Indian
Bayou area southwest of Krotz Springs.

The Indian Bayou tract was purchased by the Corps as part of the Atchafalaya Basin Floodway
System Project. The Corps has been acquiring land in the lower Atchafalaya floodway since 1988
for flood control projects, wildlife habitat conservation and public recreation. The Bayou
Fordoche Natural Area is the first designated natural area owned by the New Orleans District and
the only registered tract in the Atchafalaya River swamp.

. An ecologically significant region, the Atchafalaya is the largest river overflow swamp in North
America and the largest contiguous forested wetland in the Mississippi River Alluvial Plain. It
consists of a rich diversity of natural communities that provide habitat for threatened and rare
species such as the Louisiana black bear, bald eagle, roseate spoonbill, and pallid sturgeon. Over
200 bird species, 70 species of fish, 60 species of reptiles and amphibians, and over 100 types of
plants have been documented in preliminary surveys. The Bayou Fordoche Natural Area supports
nesting occurrences of swallow-tailed kites, known in the Mississippi River Alluvial Valley only
from the Atchafalaya swamp. Several waterbird nesting colonies are also present in the natural
area and surrounding swamp.

The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program is an innovative and effective conservation
program jointly administered since 1987 by the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,
Natural Heritage Program and The Nature Conservancy, Louisiana Field Office. To date more
than 60,000 acres have been entered into Registry agreements, with over 65 private, industrial and
government landowners and agencies participating!



The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program is a registration procedure by which owners of
qualifying natural areas voluntarily agree to protect all or portions of their property. To qualify
for the Registry, a site must contain a rare animal or plant; an exemplary natural plant community;
or a special natural feature. The Registry enables the Conservancy and the state agency to jointly
recognize the contributions made by Louisiana citizens in protecting our state's natural legacy,
i.e.,"citizens-based conservation." Government agencies and businesses are also encouraged to
participate.

The Bayou Fordoche registry agreement includes management guidelines jointly developed by the
Corps, TNC and LDWF. Outdoor recreational activities are encouraged include hunting and
fishing and crawfishing. In general the site will be left in its natural state with minimal unnatural
disturbances allowed. '

The Army Corps of Engineers, Vicksburg District, has been participating in the Registry Program
since 1991 when they designated 8 natural areas in north Louisiana. Bayou Fordoche is the first
state natural area set aside by the New Orleans District. Colonel Bill Conner, District Engineer of
New Orleans District, said “the New Orleans District is dedicated to multiple-use management of
lands, including establishing areas to be managed primarily to conserve natural habitats and
indigenous species”.

Lisa Creasman, the Director of the Louisiana Nature Conservancy states “The Atchafalaya Basin
is the ecological jewel of the Mississippi Valley, and as such is a top focus for The Nature
Conservancy”. We applaud the New Orleans District for taking a leadership role by conserving
special sites on their lands.

“The Louisiana Natural Areas Registry is an important component of this Department’s
conservation efforts, said Jimmy Jenkins, Secretary, Department of Wildlife and Fisheries. “We
appreciate participation in the Program by the New Orleans District.”

The Nature Conservancy is an international organization committed to protecting plants and animals and the
lands and waters they need to survive. Operating in the U.S. since 1951, the Conservancy has helped protect
over 10 million acres and maintains more than 1,500 preserves. The Louisiana field office, established 10 years
ago in 1987, has 13 preserves and has worked in partnership to protect nearly 200,000 acres.

The Louisiana Natural Heritage Program is an endangefed species and non-game program within the state
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Baton Rouge. It works to inventory and preserve Louisiana’s native
fauna and flora, and the diverse natural habitats that house them.

For more information, contact:
Nelwyn Mclnnis, The Nature Conservancy, at 504-338-1040

Gary Lester, LA. Dept. of Wildlife and Fisheries, at 504-765-2821
Bob Russell, U. S. Army Corps of Engineers, New Orleans, at 504-862-2530



LWEF ANNOUNCES 34TH CONSERVATION
ACHIEVEMENT AWARDS PROGRAM

LWF

The Louisiana Wildlife Federation is
now accepting nominations for the 34th
annual Governor’s State Conservation
Achievement Awards. The awards program
seeks to recognize those individuals, organi-
zations and businesses that have made signif-
icant and outstanding contributions toward
the protection and wise use of the statc’s nat-
ural resources — its air, soil and minerals, its
forests, waters and wildlife.

There are 8 award categories for which
nominations can be made. The deadline for
submitting nominations is February 10,
1998.  Self-nominations are completely
acceptable. Further, in nearly all cases it is
necessary to enlist the cooperation of the
nominee in order to provide the judging
committee with adequate supporting infor-
mation. So please do not feel awkward
about nominating yourself or providing
background material for someone who may
wish to nominate you for one of these
awards. We urge you to bring your accom-
plishments or those of others you know of to
the public’s attention through this program.

Awards will be presented at a special
Saturday evening recognition banquet to be
held in conjunction with the Louisiana
Wildlife Federations 59th annual conven-
tion March 6-8 at the Holiday Inn,
Gonzales, Louisiana.

A nomination form, explanation of the
award categories, regulations and procedures
and other details of the program follow.
Additional nomination forms are available
by writing or calling the LWF office — PO.
Box 65239, Baton Rouge, LA 70896;
504/344-6707.

Award Categories

Awards will be presented to those per-
sons and/or organizations who have been
currently active in Louisiana and make the
greatest contributions in conservation work
along a selected line of endeavor.
Competition will be limited to the following
categories. Each winner must be truly
deserving of recognition. Winners may not
be named in every category. Recognition
will be based primarily on accomplishments
during 1997. Immediate past winners are
not eligible to succeed themselves in the
same category of accomplishment for which
they were recognized the previous year.

Honorable M.]. “Mike” Foster

With the knowledge and under-
standing that conservation, wisc man-
agement and use of our State’s natural
resources is essential to the health,
happiness, welfare, and economic
well-being of Louisiana’s citizens; and
with the belief that proper recognition
of conservation efforts promotes wise
resource management and use.

I, M.]. “Mike” Foster, Governor
of Louisiana, do hereby endorse the
concept of the Governor’s State
Conservation Achievement Awards
Program as conducted annually under
the auspices of the Louisiana Wildlife

Federation.
o\ by
\

M. J. “Mike “ Foster, Governor

1.) CONSERVATIONIST OF THE
YEAR (PROFESSIONAL)

For outstanding accomplishments dut-
ing the year by a resource professional who
has made a significant contribution to the
management, enhancement, or protection of
Louisiana’s fish, wildlife, air, water, soil or
forest resources, or related recreational
opportunities. (A Professional is a person
whose primary source of income is from
work in the renewable natural resource, man-
agement or recreation field including biolo-
gists, enforcement officers, wildlife managers,
administrators, scientists, researchers, etc.)

2.) CONSERVATIONIST OF THE
YEAR (NON-PROFESSIONAL)

For outstanding accomplishments dur-
ing the year by a volunteer who has made a
significant contribution to the management,
enhancement, or protection of Louisiana’s
fish, wildlife, air, water, soil or forest
resources, or related recreational opportuni-
ties.

3.) YOUTH CONSERVATIONIST
OF THE YEAR

For outstanding conservation effort by a
youngster (under 19 years of age). Youth
groups acting together in a conservation pro-
gram are also eligible. The winner should
have demonstrated outstanding ability, lead-
ership, and accomplishment in any phase of
conservation either individually or as a
group effort.

4.) CONSERVATIONIST OF THE
YEAR BY CORPORATION, FIRM OR
COMPANY

For outstanding achievement by a firm,
company or corporation in pollution con-
trol, conservation, providing public recre-
ation, habitat development, donating lands
for public recreation, donating lands for
public wildlife areas, etc. (This category is to
honor a firm or company and not an indi-
vidual person. It covers a vast variety of pos-
sible achievements. If in doubt, submit an
entry and let the judges consider your nom-
ination.)

5.) CONSERVATION EDUCATOR
OF THE YEAR

For outstanding effort in conservation
education by a professional or volunteer.
Instructors of hunter safety and outdoor
cthics are eligible in this category as are
teachers of the natural sciences, fish and
wildlife management, and environmental
design and management. Emphasis should
be on teaching and working with students
rather than research or other activities.

6.) CONSERVATIONIST OF THE
YEAR - ELECTED OFFICIAL

For outstanding conservation effort by
an elected official. All Louisiana elected offi-
cials are eligible in this category.



7.) CONSERVATION COMMUNI-
CATIONS AWARD

For outstanding effort by a writer,
reporter, radio or T.V. broadcaster, photogra-
pher, artist, cartoonist, radio or T.V. station,
or newspaper or other publication in creat-
ing a public awareness of the importance of
environmental quality and natural resource
conservation needs ot having made a most
significant contribution toward the solution
of a major conservation problem in the state.

8.) CONSERVATION ORGANIZA-
TION OF THE YEAR

For outstanding contribution to the
conservation effort by a state or local organi-
zation. Bona fide organizations including
but not limited to garden clubs, civic orga-
nizations, sportsmen’s clubs, women’s clubs,
environmental groups, etc., are eligible.
Recipients should have demonstrated keen
interest on projects and programs within the
state which deal with basic and serious nat-
ural resource problems and have evolved an
action program from that interest. In special
cases, where state, or federal or local agencies
or institutions have accomplished extraordi-
nary work above and beyond their normal
responsibilities, such organizations will be
given consideration for this award.

Program Rules and Procedures

1.) The Thirty-fourth Governor’s State

Conservation Achievement Recognition

GOVERNOR’S AWARD

For the outstanding over-all
conservation effort and achievement
or most significant contribution to

- - the cause of conservation or toward
_ ‘solution of a major conservation-
" problem. in the state.  The
. Governor’s Award recipient is select-
_“ed by the judging committee from - .
" ‘among the nominees for the 8 con-
* servation award categories listed. -

Program shall be restricted to achievement
completed prior to December 31, 1997,
Awards will be presented based on efforts of
the immediate past year; prior records may
be considered but this will be left up to the
judges.

2.) Nominations for the Governor’s
State Conservation Achievement Awards
must be delivered in person or sent by certi-
fied mail, return receipt requested, to the
Louisiana Wildlife Federation, PO. Box
65239 Audubon Station, Baton Rouge, LA
70896-5239 (street address: 337 S. Acadian
Thruway, Baton Rouge, LA 70806), and be
postmarked on or before midnight February
10.

3.) The Conservation Achievement
Awards shall be presented at the annual
Recognition Banquet held during the 59th
Annual Louisiana Wildlife Federation
Convention, Saturday, March 7, 1998, 7:00
PM, Holiday Inn, Gonzales, Louisiana.

4.) Please specify on the Nomination
Form the category for which the nomination
is made. No nomination will be accepted
for the Governor’s Award. Kindly attach to
the Nomination Form the nominee’s resume
The resume should not
exceed 3 single spaced typed pages. Include
a narrative description of the specific acts
and accomplishments upon which the nom-
ination is based and other information such
as organization memberships, past recogni-
tions, etc. A full documentation is needed
by the judging committee and must accom-
pany resume. The documentation should be
a supplement to the resume - proving the
resume! If someone is nominated for more
than one category, a nomination form and a
resume must be submitted for each category
entered.

5.} Please include with the nomination
a clear head/shoulders photograph of the
nominee. Nominations without photos are
acceptable, however, and submission should
not be delayed due to unavailability of a
photo which can be forwarded at a later
date.

6.) All rules must be strictly adhered to.
Nominations which do not meet all stan-
dards and criteria will be returned to sender
for resubmission when proper additions or
modifications are made. Applications may
be declared ineligible by judges if propet
documentation and supportive materials are
not included. The decision of the judging

committee will be final.

of achievements.

L

Full Name of Nominee:

NOMINATION FORM
Date:

Address:

Category #:

Recommended By:

Address:

Phone:

Signed By

Reply to:

Louisiana Wildlife Federation PO

Title (if any):

. Box 65239 Audubon Station, Baton Rouge, LA 70896-5239
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Many regions of the world are experiencing dramatic loss
of habitat and environmental degradation Threatened
extinctions wetland loss global warming and sea level
rnise desertification are all results of human
overpopulation and land use alterations The citizens of
this planet are increasingly aware of these global 1ssues
But what many are unaware of 1s that we are suffering
dramatic ecological losses 1n our own backyard

Our quality of life 1s connected deeply to the land As con
cern for the environment grows public awareness calls for
a shaft to maintaining biological diversity the protection of
watersheds and wildlife habitats, and recreation and tour
1sm based on natural areas The floodplain forests of the
Mississippr River still have the potential to be a vast and
wild natural resource base but these forests are threatened
We must take steps to protect our forested wetlands - they
represent our past and are the foundation for our future
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80 /4 of the Mississippi River s forested In contrast to the amount of attention given to
wetlands have been lost due to alteration of rain forest cleanng in Brazil only 10 /4 of the
the landscape Amazon tropical forests have been cut



THE FORESTED WETLANDS

The Mississipp1 River the world s ==
rver 1883

f

i

third largest river drains two thirds
of the United States Deposition of
its sediment Jaden waters 1s respon
sible for nutrient rich floodplain
soils The Mississipp1 River Alluvial
Plain oniginates in southern Illinois
and extends over 700 miles to the
river s mouth at the Gulf of Mexico
It takes no fewer than seven states to
contain it Lowsiana Arkansas
Mississipp1 Tennessee Kentucky
Illinois and Missour1 Mark Twain
recognized the Mississipp1 basin as
the second largest valley of the
world exceeded only by that of the
Amazon The floodplain of the
Mississipp1 River 1s covered by a
variety of habitat types including
the bottomland hardwood forests
and cypress tupelo swamps native to
the region It 1s one of the most
productive inland ecosystems in
North America

The Mississipp1 River Alluvial
Plain once supported the largest
expanse of forested wetlands

in the United States approximately
21 million acres

Oniginal Forested Wetlands
along the Mississipp1 River
(historical reconstruction)

Forested Wetlands -

Water -

Other




OF THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

Today this once immense forest has
undergone a dramatic dechine No
other wetland system on the North
American continent has suffered
such a tremendous reduction in area
An elaborate system of levees and
dramage canals completed in the Jate
1930 s opened the land to
agriculture and the forest was
quickly reduced to one half its
original size By Spring of 1991 only
4 9 malhion acres of forested
wetlands remained

The vast majority (95 7%) of these
wetland forests occur in Louisiana
Arkansas and Mississipp1 The
largest contiguous area 1s the
Atchafalaya basin in southern Lou
siana comprnsing 31% of the total
forested wetlands in the alluvial
plain of the Mississipp1 River

Current Forested Wetlands
along the Mississippi River
(from satellite imagery)

. Forested Wetlands

. Water

Cropland

- Upland or Marsh




A geographic or aerial examination of the remaining forested
wetlands that at one time covered the entire lower Mississippi
River floodplain reveals that the remaining 4 9 million acres exist
as forested 1slands or patches in an altered landscape

Pt s e e T A B T o~ ———

;Te nShé R 1 Ve l‘ ’ aS| n y Northeastern Lovisiana

15 miles

L Forested Wetlands CLEARED during 1979 1987
- Forestéq}\lﬁletlands remaining in 1987 :
¥ 5

Cropland X

- - — e e .

Forested wetland conversion 1s not a phenomena of the past
Clearing continues to occur 1n the Lower Mississipp1 River
Alluvinl Plain  Between 1979 and 1987 182 500 acres of forested
wetlands were cleared n the Tensas basin



WHAT ARE WE

0S|

Because of clearing and the conversion of forests to other uses many of the
benefits derived from forested wetland ecosystems have been either greatly
reduced or are at risk of being lost altogether The loss of the Mississipps
River s forested wetlands 1s even more dramatic because of what accompnies
this loss Alluwvial forests provide many biological and cultural values

B recreation and tourism

flood control

8 erosion control

3 storm buffer

B maintenance of water quality

aesthetic and spiritual values

education and scientific research
commercial values—timber, fishenries, etc
wildiife habitat and biodiversity
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WE

LOSE...

WILDLIFE HABITAT

Patches of forest do not provide the benefits
associated with a large, contiguous forest

Black Bears need a home range
as large as 40 000 acres

Over 500 000 acres of contiguous

forest are required to support a viable
population of 500 bears In the Missis
sipp1 River Alluvial Plain only 19 forest
patches greater than or equal to 40 000
acres remain today The only remarn
ing tract of forested wetland large
enough to support a viable population
15 1n the Atchafalaya basin  Because of
the degradation of habitat and a result
ant declining population the Louisiana
Black Bear was federally listed as a
threatened species on December 30
1991

Research has shown that
neotropical migratory birds
such as the Swallow tailed Kite
and Prothonotary Warbler need
at least 7,000 acres of interior
forest

In fact neotropicals may require as
many as 10 000 acres because of varia
tions 1n the shape of a patch and the
additional buffer or edge necessary
to maintain a full complement of these
mugratory birds As a result of habitat
loss the populations of many
neotropical migratory species are
declining

The Florida Panther, which once roamed Mississippi River s
forests, needs a home range of almost 150 000 acres

Few forest patches of this size remain 1n the Mississipp1 River region Asa
result the Florida Panther 1s now extirpated from these forests The Red Wolf
Bachman s Warbler and lvory billed Woodpecker are extinct




More than species and habitats are at stake 1n the Mississipp1 River Allu
vial Plain The recent devastating floods in the South were
caused in part because of the cumulative impacts that re
suit from iIncremental forested wetland clearing and levee
construction [n 1991 the Yazoo Basin in Mississipp1 sustained $121 8
mullion in damages when 1 364 000 acres were flooded During the same
period $93 9 milhion 1in damages were caused by the flooding of over 1 4
million acres 1n the Tensas basin of Arkansas and Louisiana

Water quality also suffers Many tributaries of the floodplain do not
meet Clean Water Act critenia for fishing drinking or swimming
primarnly because clearing has increased erosion and pesticide runoff For
example none of the water bodies found in the Louisiana portion of the
Mississippt River Alluvial Plain fully meet their designated uses As
recently as December 1991 unsafe levels of DDT banned nearly 20 years
ago were found 1n fish collected from the Tensas River in northeast Lou
stana This rniver flows through the Tensas River National Wildlife Refuge
and 1s fished on a regular basis for recreational purposes and s a food
source

Closely tied to issues of the environment 1s the
socloeconomic integrity of the Mississipp! River floodplan
Although the people of the region have contributed significantly to the
economic wealth of this nation poverty rates are the highest in the United
States—as high as 52 9% 1n Tunica County Mississipp1  According to
1985 statistics the per capita income for the Mississippr River Delta aver
aged $8 224 667 of the national average Per capita income for Lee
County Arkansas in 1985 was 50% below the national average Unem
ployment in West Carroll Panish Lousiana was 24 867 1n 1988—over
four times the national average
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[LARGE PATCHES]
";‘i‘,‘_‘ Patches > 1 500 000 acres

{1 Patch)

¢ . 300000 to 1500000 acres
N (no Patches in this range)

[SMALLER PATCHES]

- 200 000 300 000 acres
t? (2 Patches)

40 000 200 000 acres
) d (16 Patches)

10 000 40 Q00 acres
(45 Patches)
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ILLINOIS ‘ A Only 9% of the state's ongmal M1551551pp1 River forested

- 'wetlands remain. ~

Southern bottomland forests and cypress swamps occur in the southern tip of
Ilinos principally in the 478 000 acre Cache River basin  Once almost entirely
forested this watershed 1s now predominantly in row crops and pasture approxi
mately 857 of the forest communities and more than 757 of the wetlands have been
lost Although large scale land clearing in the watershed has peaked the remaining
high qualty patches of habitat are still at risk from excessive timber harvest
conversion to 1griculture and other uses ind fragmentation by right of way
development

The remaining swamps and bottomland forests together with adjoining converted
wetlands are now targeted for acquisition and restoration under the Cache River
Wetlands Project a joint venturc of The Nature Conservancy Ducks Unhimited the
Illinows Department of Conservation and the US Fish and Wildlife Service The
Horseshoe Lake State Conservation area a protected site in the project area 1s
considered the single most important wintering site for Canada geese n Illinois
Five federally listed endangered and threatened species and 100 state listed species
occur in the watershed

"MISSOURI:: .~ " OnIy 14% of the. state s orlgmal MlSSlSSl,Pl Rlver forested

wetlands remam.

Historically overflow waters in the southeast region created more than
2 5 mithon acres of wetland habitat primarily flooded bottomland hard
woods Only about 50 000 acres of those forested wetlands remain
Seasonal flooding has been imuted by flood control projects and much of
the historical wetland value has been lost The remaiming wetland
habitats 1n southeastern Missour are vital to wintering mallards and are
M O included as a priority for restoration and improvement in the North
American Waterfowl Management Plan Conserving wetlands in this
region 1s critically important for the number and diversity of rare threat
ened and endangered species using the riverine marsh and lowland
hardwood wetlands in the region These include Least terns King rails
Mississipp1 Kites nesting and wintering Bald Eagles Swainson s
New MaoR o (PROPOSED) Warblers River Otters and Mole Salamanders A high priornty site for
NationaL Witouire Reruce acquisition mn the Missour1 bootheel 1s the proposed New Madnd Na
tronal Wildlife Refuge The refuge would be managed to benefit
mugrating and wintering waterfowl and to protect and restore bottomland
forests and other indigenous wildhife and fish

Only i% of the state s ongmal MlSSlSSlppl R1ver forested

wetlands remam. SRR

g\ ~ Bottomland hardwood forests once bIanketed
\ 1 600 000 acres in Kentucky Today over 807
NN of the state s wetlands have been dramned
/J developed and converted Obion Creek a
N\ tributary of the Mississippt River 1s the least
DN altered tributary in western Kentucky In the
< K Y 0 late 1970 s a study revealed that only 507 of

g’ the creek s 30 000 acre floodplain remamned
g% : forested The Obion Creek floodplain 1s
Osion CReEK habitat for 94 species of neotropical migrants
Q The area provides wintering and migratory
habuitat for approximately 100 000 ducks and

200 000 Canada geese annuallv  There are 58 species of fishes in Obion Creek and the area also supports 19
species of rare plants and " mimnls

11



TENNESSEE Only 9% of the state's original Mississippi River forested

wetlands remain.

Tennessee s stronghold of forested

wetlands 1s pocketed throughout the
T N Delta region of the state The Hatchie

River a tnibutary of the Mississipp:

drains a watershed that covers 1 664 000
HatcHiE RiveRr acres The lowlands of this watershed
supporta stind of approximately 138 000
acres of bottomland hardwood forest the
largest remaining acreage i western
Tennessee s watersheds Today the Hatchie 1s the only totally unchannehzed rniver system in the lower Mississippi
Riverdelta Although the Hatchie Riverrepresentsa pristine system in many respects 1tissuffering from serious non
point agricultural runoff Poor water quality not only affects the quality of hfe for those living in that region but
threatens the system s biological diversity For example the Hatchie s the only system in Tennessee contaming the
highly threatened Southern Hickory Nut Mussel which depends on acceptable water quahty

{ARKANS AS o Only 15% of the state s orlgmal MlSSlSSlppl River forcsted

N ' wetlands remain.

The floodplain forests of Arkansas Cache and White
Rivers have been recogmzed by the 49 nations of the
Ramsar Convention as Wetlands of International Impor
tance  Only eight wetlands have been so honored in the
United States Although the state s wetlands are interna
tionally recognized only 157 of the onginal 8 milion
acres remain  Those 1 2 million acres of forested wetlands
found 1n the Arkansas portion of the Lower Mississippi
River Alluvial Plain exist primarnily in the bottomlands
along the Arkansas White and Cache Rivers

CacHe R vER
WHiTE RiveR

The Jower 41 mules of the Arkansas River are the single
remarming stretch of undisturbed uiideveloped big

river 1n Arkansas Besides the Hatchie River in Tennes
see 1t 1s the only other river in the entire Lower Missis
sipps River Alluvial Plamn where signmf cant channel
mugration point bar building shoreline erosion and bank
sloughing still occur Because of these and other quahties
the Lower Arkansas was listed 1n the Registry of Arkansas
Natural and Scenic Rivers

LowER
ARKANSAS RiveRr

Several large colonies of federally histed endangered interior least terns nest on sand bars near the confluence of
the Arkansas and Mississippt Rivers The region also provides wintering habitat for an average of 317 of all
mallard ducks in Arkansas and 107 of all those counted 1n the Mississipp1 Flyway The area also contains one of
the few nesting sites for bald eagles in Arkansas One to several pairs nest within the White River National
Wildlife Refuge Although a network core of 240 000 acres 15 1n public ownership as National Wildhife Refuges or
as state Wildlife Management Areas the Big Woods of Arkansas need additional protection and restoration to
create a forested wetlands complex that could support much of the onginal diversity of the region

12




" Only 15% of the state's original Mississippi River forested

MISSISSIPPI

NationaL
ForEsST

'LOUISIANA

¥

wetlands remain.
t

The Lower Yazoo Basin an area of some 700 000 acres contams almost 140 000
acres of nearly contiguous bottomland hardwood forest The core of this forest
includes the 60 000 acre Delta National Forest 27 000 acre Panther Swamp and
8 000 acre Lake George Wildlife Management Area The latter 1s a major
mutigation restoration project inihated by the Vicksburg District Corps of
Engineers The Yazoo Basin supports Bald Eagles Wood Storks Louisiana
Black Bear Pondberry migratory waterfowl 1nd neotropical migrants

The 140 000 acre core habitat requires expansion through targeted conservation
acquisition efforts Substantial opportunities also exist for restoring habitat
developing wetland corndors and creating forest corndors from bottomland
to upland hardwood forest of the loess bluffs These objectives can be
accomphshed through combined acquisition and well funded coordinated
Department of Agriculture programs (Forest Stewardship Incentive Program
Conservation Reserve Program Wetland Reserve Program) Department of
Interior programs (Partners for Waterfowl) and private efforts

Only 35% of thé staté's original Mississippi River forested

wetlands remain. ’

Of the remaining forested wetlands 1n the Lower
Mississippt River Alluvial Plain 59 37 are found
in the state of Lowsiana  Of the 1 9 million acres
of forested wetland in Lowisiana 1 5 million acres
occur as a single patch in the Atchafalaya basin
Because of the unique status of forested wetlands
in the Atchafalaya a strong citizen s coahition has
worked diligently to develop a comprehensive
easement program to ensure protection of the
system However acquisition by the Corps of
Engineers of the onginal authorized acreages has
been msufficient Itis cnitical that federal and
state government maintain the easement
agreement and increase appropriations towards
purchasing land from willing sellers for perma

nent protection

The Tensas basin located 1n the northeastern
corner of the state of Lomisiana encompasses
approximately 2 5 milhon acres Historically over
90 percent of the basin was forested with bottom
land hardwood species According to 1987 land

Te s sN o
W (pLtFe RE uGE

use statistics only 387 790 acres remain an 857

dechine To protect part of the remaining forested wetlands the Tensas River National Wildlife Refuge was
established tn 1982 Currently 59 000 acres are protected by the refuge and an addittonal 19 000 acres are
protected in the adjacent Big Lake Wildlife Management Area The Nature Conservancy of Louisiana with
Lowsiana Department of Environmental Quahity and the Environmental Protection Agency 1s developing a
watershed protection plan for the basin Efforts are also underway to coordinate ongoing activities with the
implementation of the Wetlands Reserve Program

13
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PROTECTION AND
RESTORATION OF THE
FORESTED WETLANDS OF
THE MISSISSIPPI RIVER

The Mississipp1 River Alluvial Plain 1s a major but
fragmented ecosystem 1n the heart of the United States
The restoration of the system 1s critical to improving
the environment and the economy Once the Missis
sippt River Alluvial Plain supported 21 million acres of
forested wetlands Early explorers experienced these
wetlands as seemingly endless forests of massive
hardwood and towering cypress trees untouched by
the saw and abounding in wildhife Our dependency
on the system s resources has altered that historic
picture Today the nation depends on the timber and
agricultural products grown in the region The people
of this region also depend on the availability of clean
water and protection from floods opportunities for
recreation and a stable economy

OUR COMMON HOUSEHOLD

AN

CO

Lo

Ecos - greek word meaning home

The Mississipp1 River Alluvial Plain still supports a
magnificent bounty of natural assets In recent years
soctety has seen the conflicts between the economy and
ecology 1n our common household the planet earth To
ensure an improved and continued quality of life on
earth 1t 1s time for planning to incorporate elements of
each Environmental and economic 1ssues can no
longer be considered independent of one another



LOOK AT

THE BIG PIGTURE

LANDSCAPE PROTECTION

Only by stepping back broadening our perspective and looking at the
BIG PICTURE can we plan for the future A community or an ecosystem
1s made up of many components that interact and influence one another
We need to consider the relationship among agricultural production
habitat protection quality of life and economic development

Realistic landscape protection in the Mississipp1
River Alluvial Plain must address the compel
ling problems that face those who live 1n the
region Issues related to the quahty of life
opportunities for the future and day to day
concerns are integral components to planning for
the future A stable economy and a sustainable
resource base can be attained through

information
m protection and restoration of the forested wetlands
B the development of compatible human uses

15
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A STRATEGY

Before making decisions about the most cost effective means of
restoring the ecology and economy of the Mississipp1 River Alluvial
Plain we must produce a spatial inventory of the remaming forested
wetlands A comprehensive approach requires a plan or strategy
that prioritizes areas for protection restoration and development
based on technical information To accomplish this a Geographic
Information System (GIS) 1s being developed for the entire alluvial
system

The GIS sets prionties for protecting and restoring forested wetlands
based partly on the principles of landscape ecology and
conservation biology including

B species richness Increases
with forest area,

@ for a given total forest area,
one large patch supports
more native interior
species than two or more
smaller ones,

B for a given forest area,
adjacent patches will
support more species than
patches farther apart,

B forest patches connected by
strips of protected habitat or
“cornidors” are preferable to
1Isolated patches

BASED ON
INFORMATION
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A GIS takes data and compiles 1t geographically in layers The information in
the GIS includes land use land ownership hydrology water quality socio
economic data roads streams and the locations of rare and endangered
species and unique habitats These data once compiled 1n the computer can
be 1nalyzed to determine a strategy for landscape restoration
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PROTECTION AND RESTORATION

The goal for protecting
the forested wetlands 1n
the Mississipp1 River
valley should focus on
preserving the remain
ing large patches
through acquisition
and/or private land
owner incentives The
original system of for
ested wetlands in the
lower Mississipp1 River
Valley covered 21 muil
hon acres Today
approximately 12 :
million acres of that original system are protected by federal and state
land management agencies At least 10% of the original area must be
maintained in 1ts original state to mimic and perpetuate the valuable
components of that system This means that an additional million acres
of land must be protected through either

B outright acquisition,
conservation easement, or
Hl long term agreements with private landowners

With 95% of the Mississipp1 River Alluvial Plain in private ownership
efforts to restore and protect the region in a sustainable way will require
the involvement and commitment of the private sector Some

wetlands that were converted have proved to be mefficient areas for
sustained agricultural production Although state and federal agencies
provide the landowner with incentives to restore these marginal farm
lands additional funding and new programs are needed These programs
should be expanded further to provide technical and financial assistance
to the private landowners to improve the quality of their land and the
surrounding landscape through a variety of measures including improve
ments to habitat and reducing associated non point pollution sources



m LANDOWNER INCENTIVE

The WATER BANK PROGRAM protects enhances and improves
breeding waterfowl| habitat by restoring wetland habitats on private land
As of April 4 1990 34 328 acres of privately owned wetland in Arkansas
were enrolled for the year Mississipp! enrolled 39 302 acres of wetland
into the program during 1990 while in Louisiana 19 026 acres of privately
owned wetland had been enrolled for the year The payment to private
landowners in Louisiana for their 1990 enrollment totaled $454 105
(USDA)

The CONSERVATION RESERVE PROGRAM (CRP) began as a means
to control erosion by establishing permanent vegetative cover on highly
erodible croplands The program also offers cost sharing to help establish
approved cover on eligible lands which often include converted wetlands
During 1989 a total of 49 373 wetland acres were enrolled in the
Mississippt River Alluvial Plain [llinois (4108 acres) Missoun (1857 acres)
Kentucky (74 acres) Tennessee (2027 acres) Arkansas (9063 acres)
Mississippl (10 612 acres) and Louisiana (21 632 acres) (USDA)

The FOREST STEWARDSHIP and STEWARDSHIP INCENTIVE
programs have been created to help the landowner develop and implement
management plans for a vanety of purposes including but not imited to
water quahty improvements wildlife habitat enhancement timber stand
improvement on nonindustrial private forest lands (U S Forest Service)

The PRIVATE LANDS INITIATIVES was launched in conjunction with the
North American Waterfowl Management Plan The program identifies
management practices that are beneficial for waterfowl habitat and works
with the private landowner through extension education Under the Lower
Mississippi Valley Joint Venture Program wetlands are protected

restored and enhanced and technical and financial assistance 1s provided
to the private landowner (U S Fish and Wildlife Service)

The WETLAND RESERVE PROGRAM focuses on restorable wetlands
but existing productive wetlands and adjacent buffer areas quahfy when
assoclated with restorable sites The 1990 Farm Bill establishes a 1 million
acre maximum sign up with a voluntary enrollment of 30 years or perma
nent easement for the five years of the current farm bill For 1992

$46 357 000 have been appropriated for implementation of a pilot program
In eight states two of which are located in the Mississipp! River Alluvial
Plain Louisiana and Mississippi

An addittonal option available to the private landowner 1Is a CONSERVA
TION EASEMENT a legal agreement that property owners make to
restrict the type and amount of development that may take place on their
property Each easement s restrictions are talored to the particular prop
erty and to the interests of the individual owner People grant conservation
easements to protect their land from inappropriate development while
retaining private ownership A conservation easement can yield tax
savings in addition to the knowledge that a piece of property has been
protected The donation is a tax deductible chartable gift provided that
the easement 1s perpetual and i1s donated exclusively for conservation
purposes 1o a quahfied conservation organization or public agency
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LE HUMAN USES

COMPATIB

AGRICULTURE
Agriculture will always be an
integral feature of the Missis
sipp1 River Valley Some of
the most productive cropland
in the lower Mississipp1 River
Alluvial Plain was oniginally
wetlands 1nd should remain
in production as cropland
However the farm industry in
many of the region s counties
and parishes 1s hurting
Mechanization urban job
opportunities discouraging
equipment costs and peren
nial battles with weather and
crop prices continue to force
farmers particularly small
time farmers out of business
Fewer than 50 000 people in
Louisian1 were working in farm production
in 1990 roughly one fourth the number
estimated i 1950 To assist 1n stabilizing the
agriculture workforce opportunities for
multiple use of the land and alternative
agriculture will need continued development

FORESTRY

A healthy timber industry 1s also an integral part of the delta

forests Timber production can co exist with healthy wetlands For
example saw timber selectively cut can generate income and
maintain woodland values Production of pulpwood species which
are harvested on a shorter rotation 1s appropriate for more infre
quently flooded sites As with any land use practice the implemen
tation of best management practices 1s critical to maintaining water
quality flood control and habatat for wildlife

NATURE BASED TOURISM

The Mississipp1 River supports a way of life that ts the very root of southern
culture Generations have depended on the niver for transportation 1rrigation
and hivelthood The niver culture has been memorialized and romanticized 1n the
spoken and wnitten word Marketing this culture will become a leading eco
nomic factor in the years ahead

One of the fastest growing industries in the United States 1s nature based tour
ism  Ecotounism refers to a partnership in which tounsm promotes the protec
tion of the environment while the natural habitats serve the tourism industry
Ecotourism stimulates the local economy by attracting visitors from outside the
local area and by providing a source of jobs Expenditures for travel and tourism



affect transportation
lodging restaurants
retall and additional
service businesses
The market for lodg
ing and related
services 15 1n the
range of $300 billion
annually in the
United States with
one billion consumer
purchases Travel
industry employment
for 1989 increased by
nearly 3 million jobs
nationwide from
1988 Tourism s
predicted to be the
leading mdustry in
the United States and the world by the year 2000

The same opportunities exist in the Mississippr River Alluvinl Plain - Our fastest growing,
sector 1s recreation and tourism As the environmental and cultural rniches of our for
ested wetlinds become increasingly accessible and attractive this sector 1s sure to grow
more rapidly Milhons of dollars are spent annually on nature related activities in the
floodplain region Visitation to a single 12 000 acre park 1n the Mississipp1 River Alluvial
Plain region near Memphis generated funds exceeding $2 66 milhion 1n 1989 This
market could become a billion dollar industry for the Lower Mississipp1 Valley

CONCLUSION

As we restore the
ecological functions
of the system, eco
nomic opportunities
and improvements
wiil follow More and
more, people recog
nize the inseparable
relationship between
the enylronment, the
availability of
resources, the mpor
tance of healthy
surrouéulmgs, and
the economy Eco
nomic development
can help preserve
the natiural environ
ment, and the natural environment can be used to accelerate
development A plethora of economic benefits will be enjoyed
with the protection and restoration of the forested wetlands of
the Mississippi
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Compile information

Inordcr to consticr the Bag Ticture th rddativ locations of the ifterent Iand use
fortures should Le compde i ma C© g rag b Intormation System (CIS) T or der to
sul e decisions that are omplimantary not 7 atigonistic data Lases mu tLe Lt
that contun th miormition ne ¢ my ke make mfrrmed mamgement 1easions

Protect critical remaining habitat

Somc important habitat 1y the re 1onar alr a1y protected s naticnal v aldbfc
retuge it wililite manag ment awers Lutkhey tints of remiming forest 13 ctlnd
e hilatnsk Federnl state mdpinat fund nu L be ap propriated thyen ur

prot ction of kev ar as through ac quisition cons ruatin easements or Innd »na
meentives Only long tam prot cion an 1 management of nataral areis e s cate
the survival of the Misor appr Riv r Alluvimb Than iclogrenl Tiversity

Restore forested patches and develop corridors
to hnk patches

The ecologienl processes of the Mississippi Rivar s torested wethints depend on Irge
landscape patterns Becruse of Innd us cony 1sion and the resuliant habitat
fragmentaticn and ot m oref rostationas cntical On primary restoration effort 1s
to connect the remaning patches  fore te 1 wethind to mimic 2 Iarger forest aggre
gite Foroxample ifapat het?00007 s avle o ted with 2 torested
orr dortyaner Ly tor t v thind patch «£20000 140 000 1crc comploy has been
r ate I—thc hom 1ange n cessary tor the Black Baawr Such 1 design provides many
tihe nluce s o nmted vath large contiguous forest

Provide landowner incentives

The majority ¢f the Iand in the Mississippi ]l nver Allivial Tunt prnatedv own d
with less than 57 of the remaning forested wetlinds m publi ownership  Efforts to
restore a1nd prote t the regron 1 sustunable way thercfore requirc the mvols ament
nd commitment of the private sector However to 1evelop 1nndow ner interest
incresed options and opportunitics should Le provide i Existing programs for the
private Ian tow ner not only nee 1 increased approp rintions but new rograims
should be dcv lopetto s 1 tthe tarmimmg community during the current dow nturn
in the agnculturcin ustry



The challengc to protect the forested

wetlinds of the Mississipp: River will

be to combine the best of the natural

world with continued economic
growth for this region It 1s no longer valid to destrov
one place 1nd then move on to another We must take
care to ensure the continued function of naturnl sys
tems Ulhimately human resources and human well
being depend upon these natural systems

Increase public awareness and outreach

I indscape level efforts will succeed onlv if the public rec)gnizes th urgency of the situntion an i their
role - raatmg 1 more sustumable future Pubhc involyvement and programs to incrca e 1y arene s are
crucinl to successfully implement comprehensive minagement strategies - A full complement of mformn
tion must be provided to the public so they can make informe 1 decisions

Develop partnerships in the private and public
sectors

Communicating protection needs coordmating lin i and water management efforts an 1 mmp lementing
sound saentifically based pra hices are the primarv means to achieve protection 1nd restoration ot the
svstem Coortinated fforts of local state aind federal governments conservaticn groups private
Iiniowners business 11 industry nd the 1cidemic community are necessary to promote and coords
niate coseryation an 1 compatibl 1an 1 use activitics

Promote research on functions and values of forested
wetlands and successful restoration

Scientific research s i cssentind comyp onent of successful conservation  There is little-know ledge About
the functions of foreste 1 wetlan 1s bevond a conceptual nature  The scientific c mmunity agrecs that morc
mfcrmaticny needed to yun e forest managers on best manigement practices and to guide the massive

t r tion cffort nccessty to reverse the trend of wetlind loss i the Mississippi River Alluvial 1 lamn
Research on sociocconomic 1ssues 15 2lse essent 2l because many of the attitudes and «fforts made to
ward conscrvation are dependent > ono mic and social factors

Promote compatible human use

Any dffort to conserve  osyslems without inclu fing the human factor will ful I cosystem  anb
protected only if the nceds of human ommumities iving i and around tham are met - Effe tivedv
Integrating cconomy i ecology 1s the challenge of our culture Compntible humnn use n the Missis
sipp1 River Alluvinl I 1nin will include silviculture agriculture and tourism that emphasizes the ecological
and historieal values of the region

Ensure stable funding

Fun ling, for comp rchensive §lannmg and management 1s 1 wise iy estment for the future Tong term
commitments of pcople r sources 1nd dollars will be necessary to fullv achieve 1 sustnat i
onaronmentyl md ceonomie v tem Sceeure fundmy, for research acquisition imcentiv e programs and
oth 1 ¢nsuvation ity 15 ssential for the | rotection ind restoration of the My 1 appiRiv r
Alluvinl 1lhm
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RESOLUTION
LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION
LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
November 6, 1997

LA, November 6, 1997,

WHEREAS8, it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
season for turkeys, and

WHEREAS, authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regqulations for the hunting,
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds
is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

WHEREAS, this action will provide for the protection and
conservation of wild turkeys and allow for recreational
opportunities for sport hunting on both public and
private lands, and

WHEREAS, the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed
and considered all available biological information, now

THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations,
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of
wild turkeys are hereby ratified by the Louisiana
Wildlife_ and Fisheries Commission.

Daniel J. BABid, Chairman Jefikins, Jr., Secretary
La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries




WHEREAS,

WHEREAS,

THEREFORE

RESOLUTION
IOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION

LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES

November 6, 1997

it is the constitutional responsibility of the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to establish hunting
season for turkeys, and

authority to establish seasons, bag limits, possession
limits and other rules and regulations for the hunting,
taking and possession of any species of wild game birds
is vested in the Commission by R.S. 56:115, and

this action will provide for the protection and
conservation of wild turkeys and allow for recreational
opportunities for sport hunting on both public and
private lands, and

the Commission and Department staff have jointly reviewed
and considered all available biological information, now

BE IT RESOLVED, that the attached rules, regulations,
season dates, and bag limits affecting sport hunting of
wild turkeys are hereby ratified by the Louisiana
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission.

Daniel J.

Babin, Chairman James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

La. Wildlife and Fisheries La. Department of Wildlife &
Commission Fisheries



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

In accordance with the Notice of Intent published in the July
1997 Louisiana Register, the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, at
its regular monthly meeting in November hereby ratifies regulation
on open hunting season dates, bag limits, methods of taking and
rules and regulations on Department-operated wildlife management
areas for turkeys. Authority to establish regulations are vested
in the Commission by §115 of Title 56 of the Louisiana Revised
Statutes of 1950.

1998 TURKEY HUﬁTING SEASON SCHEDULE

Shooting Hours: one-half hour before sunrise to one-half hour
after sunset.

Daily limit is one gobbler, three gobblers per season. Still
hunting only. Use of dogs, baiting, electronic calling devices and
live decoys is illegal. Turkeys may be hunted with shotguns,
including muzzleloading shotguns, using shot not larger than #2
lead or BB steel shot, and bow and arrow but by no other means.
Shooting turkeys from a moving or stationary vehicle is prohibited.

No person shall hunt, trap or take turkeys by the aid of
baiting or on or over any baited area. Baiting means placing,
exposing, depositing or scattering of corn (shelled, shucked or
unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed so as to
constitute a lure, attraction or enticement to, on or over any
areas where hunters are attempting to take turkeys.

A baited area is any area where corn (shelled, shucked or

unshucked), wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed capable of



luring, attracting or enticing turkeys is directly or indirectly
placed, exposed, deposited, distributed or scattered. Such areas
remain baited areas for 15 days following complete removal of all
such corn, wheat or other grain, salt, or other feed.

Wildlife agents are authorized to close such baited areas and
to place signs in the immediate vicinity designating closed zones
and dates of closure.

The Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries strongly
discourages “feeding” agricultural grains to wild turkeys as this
practice increases the risk of birds contracting pofentially lethal
diseases. Repeatedly placing grain in the same area may expose
otherwise healthy birds to disease contaminated soils, grain
containing lethal toxins and other diseased turkeys using the same
feeding site. Properly distributed food plots (clovers, wheat,
millet and chufa) are far more desirable for turkeys and have the
added benefit of appealing to a wide variety of wildlife.

It is unlawful to take from the wild or possess in captivity
any live wild turkeys or their eggs. No pen raised turkeys from
within or without the state shall be liberated (released) within
the state.

All licensed turkey hunters are required to have a Turkey
Stamp in their possession while turkey hunting in addition to basic
and big game licenses.

1998 TURKEY HUNTING SEASON
Open Only in the Following Areas
Area A

March 21-April 26



All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

East Baton Rouge, East Feliciana, Grant, Livingston,
Natchitoches, Rapides, St. Helena, St. Tammany, Tangipahoa,
Washington, West Baton Rouge, West Feliciana (including Raccourci
Island).

Portions of the Following Parishes Are Also Open:

Allen: North of La. 26 from DeRidder to the junction of La.
104 and north of La. 104.

Avoyelles: That portion bounded on the east by the
Atchafalaya River northward from Simmesport, on the north by Red
River to the Brouillette Community, on the west by La. 452 from
Brouillette to La. 1 eastward to Simmesport, EXCEPT that portion
surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA, bounded on the north, east and
south by La. 451, on the west by the Big Bend Levee from its
junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure east of Bordelonville
southward to its junction with La. 451.

Beauregard: North of La. 26 east of DeRidder, west of Hwy.
171 from the junction of Hwy. 26 south to Calcasieu Parish.

Calcasieu: West of U.S. 171 north of I-10 and north of I-10
from the jct. of U.S. 171 to Texas state line.

Caldwell: West of Ouachita River southward to Catahoula
Parish line, east and north of La. 126 and south and west of La.
127.

Catahoula: West of Ouachita River southward to La. 559 at
Duty Ferry, north of La. 559 to La. 124, south and west of La. 124
from Duty Ferry to La. 8 at Harrisonburg and north of La. 8 to La.

126, north and east of La. 126. ALSO that portion lying east of La.



15.

Concordia: That portion east of Hwy. 15 and west of Hwy. 65
from its juncture with Hwy. 15 at Clayton.

Evangeline: North and west of La. 115, north of La. 106 from
St. Landry to La. 13, west of La. 13 from Pine Prairie to Mamou and
north of La. 104 west of Mamou.

Franklin: That portion lying east of Hwy. 17 and east of Hwy.
15 from its juncture with Hwy. 17 at Winnsboro.

Iberville: West of La. Hwy. 1. EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA
for special season dates on all state, federal and private lands
within Sherburne boundaries.

LaSalle: All lands lying west of La. 127 from the Caidwell
Parish line to the junction of La. 124; south of La. 124 to the
junction of La. 124 and 126; west of La. 126 to the junction with
La. 503; north of La. 503 to Summerville; west of La. 127 from
Summerville to Little River. Also that portion of land east of La.
126 from the Caldwell Parish line to the Catahoula Parish line.

Madison: That portion lying west of U.S. Hwy. 65 and south of
U.S. Hwy. 80.

Pointe Coupee: All except that portion bounded on the west by
La. 77 and La. 10, northward from U.S. 190 to La. 1 at Morganza, on
the north and east by La. 1 to its jct. with La. 78 and by La. 78
from Parlang to U.S. 190. Further EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for
special season dates on all state, federal and private lands within
Sherburne boundaries.

Richland: That portion south of U.S. Hwy. 80 and east of Hwy.

17.



Sabine: That portion north of Hwy. 6 from Toledo Bend Lake to
Many; east of Hwy. 171 from Many to the Vernon Parish Line.

St. Landry: That portion bounded on the north by U.S. 190,
west by the West Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee. ALSO that
portion of the parish bounded on the north by La. 10 from the West
Atchafalaya Basin Protection Levee to Burton's Lake, on the east by
Burton's.Lake, on the south by Petite Prairie Bayou to its junction
with the old 0.G. Railroad right-of-way then by the 0.G.R.R. right-
of-way westward to U.S. 71 and on the west by the West Atchafalaya
Guide Levee to its junction with La. 10.

EXCEPTION: See Indian Bayou tract owned by the U.S. Corps of .
Engineers for special season dates.

Upper St. Martin: All within the Atchafalaya Basin.
EXCEPTION: see Sherburne WMA for special season dates on all state,
federal and private lands within Sherburne boundaries.

Tensas: That portion west of Hwy. 65 from the Concordia Parish
line to its juncture with Hwy. 128, north of La. 128 to St. Joseph;
west and north of La. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson
Ferry. Also all lands lying east of the main channel of the
Mississippi River.

Vernon: That portion east of Hwy. 171 from the Sabine Parish
Line to the junction of Hwy.llll, south 6f Hwy. 111 westward to
Hwy. 392, and south of Hwy. 392 westward to the Sabine Parish line.

Winn: Only that portion within the boundaries of the National
Catahoula Wildlife Management Preserve.

Area B

April 11-April 26



All of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Bienville, Bossier, Claiborne, Lincoln, Red River, Webster
Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Caddo: That portion north of La. 2 from the Texas state line
to U.S. 71, east of U.S. 71 from La. 2 to I-20, south of I-20 from
U.S. 71 to U.S. 171, and east of U.S. 171 to the DeSoto Parish
line.

DeSoto: That portion east of U.S. 171 from the Caddo Parish
line to U.S. 84 and south of U.S. 84.

Jackson: West of Parish Road 243 from Lincoln Parish line to
Parish Road 238, west and south of Parish Road 238 to La. 144, west
of La. 144 to La. 34, west of La. 34 to Chatham, north of La. 146
from Chatham to La. 155, north of lLa. 155 to La. 542, north of la.
542 to Quitman, north of La. 155 from Quitman to Parish Road 105
(Bear Knoll Road), west of Parish Road 105 to La. 147, north of La.
147 to Bienville Parish line.

Ouachita: East of La. 143 from Union Parish line to Bayou
Darbonne, north of Bayou Darbonne to the Ouachita River, west of
the Ouachita River from the mouth of Bayou Darbonne northward to
the Morehouse Parish Line.

Morehouse: West of U.S. 165 from the Arkansas line to Bonita,
north and west of La. 140 to junction of La. 830-4 (Cooper Lake
Road), west of La. 830-4 to Bastrop, north of U.S. 165 from Bastrop
to Ouachita Parish line.

Union: West of La. 15 from Ouachita Parish line to La. 33
west of Farmerville, north of La. 33 to La. 2 at Farmerville, north

and east of La. 2 to La. 143 at Crossroads, east of La. 143 to the



Ouachita Parish line.
Area C
March 21-March 29
Portions of the Following Parishes Are Open:

Ascension: All east of the Mississippi.River.

Avoyelles:  That portion surrounding Pomme de Terre WMA,
bounded on the north, east and south by La. 451, on the west by the
Big Bend levee from its junction at the Bayou des Glaise structure
east of Bordelonville southward to its junction with La. 451.

Concordia: North and east of Sugar Mill Chute (Concordia
Parish) from the state line westward to Red River, east of Red
River northward to Cocodrie Bayou, east of Cocodrie Bayou northward
to U.S. Hwy. 84, south of U.S. Hwy. 84 eastward to La. Hwy. 15
(Ferriday), east of La. Hwy. 15 northward to U.S. Hwy. 65
(Clayton), east of U.S. Hwy. 65 northward to Tensas Parish line.

Iberville: All east of the Mississippi River.

Tensas: East and south of U.S. Hwy. 65 from Concordia Parish
line to Hwy. 128, south of Hwy. 128 to St. Joseph, east and south
of La. Hwy. 605, 604 and 3078 northward to Port Gibson Ferry.

1998 WILDLIFE MANAGEMENT AREA TURKEY HUNTING REGULATIONS
GENERAL

The following rules and regulations concerning management,
protection and harvest of wildlife have been officially approved
and adopted by the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission in accordance
with the authority provided in Louisiana Revised Statutes of 1950,
Section 109 of Title 56. Failure to comply with these regulations

will subject the individual to citation and/or expulsion from the



management area.

only those Wildlife Management Areas listed are open to turkey
hunting.

All trails and roads designated as ATV Only shall be closed to
ATVs from March 1 through June 1. ATV off-road or trail travel is
prohibited. Walk-in hunting only (bicycles permitted), unless
opened by sign on trail.

Bag limits on WMAs are part of the season bag limit. The
bag limit for turkeys on Wildlife Management Areas is one per area,
not to exceed two per season for all WMAs. The bag limit for
turkeys is one gobbler per day and three gobblers per season
including those taken on WMAs.

PERMITS

Self-Clearing Permits: All turkey hunts, including lottery
hunts, are self-clearing and all hunters must check in daily by
picking up a permit from a self-clearing station. Upon completion
of each daily hunt, the hunter must check out by completing the
hunter report portion of the permit and depositing it in the check-

out box at a self-clearing station before exiting the WMA.

Lottery Hunts: Dewey Wills, Georgia-Pacific, Loggy Bayou,
Sabine, Sherburne, Sicily Island and Tunica Hills WMAs are
restricted to those persons selected as a result of the pre-
application Lottery. Deadline for receiving applications is
January 31, 1998. Application fee of $5 must be sent with each
application. Applicants may submit only one application and will

be selected for one WMA Turkey Lottery Hunt annually. Submitting



more than one application will result in disqualification. Contact
any district office for applications. Hunters must abide by self-
clearing permit requirements.

Requests for information on WMA regulations, permits, lottery
hunt applications and maps may be directed to any district office:
[District 1 — P.O. Box 915, Minden, 71055; 318/371-3050]; ([District
2 — 368 Century Park Drive, Monroe, 71203; 318/343-4044]; [District
3 — 1995 Shreveport Hwy., Pineville, 71360; 318/487-5885];
[District 4 — P.O. ‘Box 426, Ferriday, 71334; 318/757-4571];
[District 5 — 1213 N. Lakeshore Dr., Lake Charles, 70601; 318/491-
2575]; [District 6 — 5652 Highway 182, Opelousas, 70571; 318/948-

0255]; [District 7 — P.O. Box 98000, Baton Rouge, 70898; 504/765-

2360].
Wildlife Management Turkey Hunting Schedule*
WMA Season Dates Permit Lottery
Requirements Dates**
(Mandatory)
Bens Creekt March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None
Boeuf March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Big Lake March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Bodcau April 11-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None
Boise Vernon March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None
Camp March 21-April 5 Self-Clearing | None
Beauregard
Dewey Wills March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 23-25
Fort Polk March 21-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None



Georgia- April 11-April 19 | Self-Clearing | April 11-12

Pacific April 13-15
Grassy Lake March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Jackson- April 11-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None
Bienville

Little River March 21-April 5 Self-Clearing | None

Loggy Bayou April 18-April 19 | Self-Clearing | April 18-19
April 25-April 26 April 25-26

Pearl River March 21-April 5 Self-Clearing | None

Peason Ridge March 21-April 26 | Self-Clearing | None

Pomme de Terre | March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None

Red River March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None
Sabine March 21-March 22 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22
March 28-March 29 March 28-29

Sandy Hollowt March 21-April 12 | Self-Clearing | None

Sherburne March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22

March 23-25
Sicily Island March 21-March 22 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22

March 28-March 29 March 28-29
April 4-2April 5 April 4-5
Three Rivers March 21-March 29 | Self-Clearing | None

Tunica Hills March 21-March 22 | Self-Clearing | March 21-22

March 28-March 29 March 28-29

April 4-April 5 April 4-5

*Only those Wildlife Management Areas listed have a turkey
hunting season. All other areas are CLOSED. For seasons on
smaller lands managed by the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries,

contact the local district office.



** The deadline for receiving applications for all turkey
Lottery Hunts on WMAs is January 31, 1998.

Tt No turkey hunting within 100 yards of food plots identified
by two yellow paint rings around the nearest tree.

CORPS OF ENGINEERS - INDIAN BAYOU AREA

Turkey hunting dates are March 21-29, 1998. Lottery hunts are
March 21-22 and March 23-25. For information, annual permit, and
lottery hunt application, contact Corps of Engineers Headquarters,
Post Office Box 187, Krotz Springs, LA 70750; phone 318/566-3561.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:115.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission LR 23: .

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby amends a rule
pertaining to the visitor regulations for Waddill Wildlife Refuge.
Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part III. State Game and Fish Preserves and Sanctuaries

Chapter 3. Particular Game and Fish Preserves and Commissions

§325. Waddill wildlife Refuge

B. General

10. The possession of firearms, bows, liquor and controlled
dangerous substances on the refuge is prohibited; providedq,
however, that the Department is authorized to construct, maintain
and operate ranges, in which case, shotguns and bows will be
permitted under guidelines developed by the Department; and,
further provided that the prohibition on the possession of firearms
shall not apply to duly authorized law enforcement officers.

* % %

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6 et
seq. and 56:109.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 22:861; amended LR
23: .

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman
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Regular Session, 1997

HOUSE BILL NO. 2409 74c 7 #E 9( 9[7

BY REPRESENTATIVE MARIONNEAUX AND SENATOR GREENE

AN ACT

To enact R.S. 56:318.1, relative to fishing; to provide rclative to fishing
tournaments; to provide definitions, terms, conditions, requirements,
and procedures; to prolgvide for special permits for the possession of
certain fish; to provide for applications; and to provide for rclated
matters.

Be it enacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section 1. R.S. 56:318.1 is hereby enacted to rc;a;d as follows:

o4

§318.1. Fishing tournaments; special permits
1] .

A. Notwithstanding any other provision of law to the contrary,
tlie commission may adopt rules in accordance v;ith the Administrative
Procedure Act to ’léstablish special permits authorizing large
tournament participants to poéscss live black bass, Micropterus spp., or
its hybrids, that would otherwise fall outside of legal limits. -

B. The application for the permit may be accompanied by a fee
in an amount determined by the department as necessary to éover the

T
réasonable administrative cbsts incurred by the‘ %lepart111ent il issuing -
and enforcing the permit. The permit applicati§11 shall be made on a
standard form provided by the department and s’hall include the name,

address, and phone number of the sponsoring organization or

individual; the location and date of the tournament; total valuc of the

Page | of 2




e

w »

H B NO 2409 LNROLLED

prizes and expected number of participants The permit application
shall be submutted to the depatment at Ieast thirty drys piior to the
proposcd cvent
C Permuts are not tiansferble and shall cle uly demonstiite the
expiration date
D An cmployee of the department my be issigned s an
observer and be present at any tournament
E As used heremn large tournament shall mean any
tournament in which the number of qualified entries exceceds onc
hundred boats
Section 2 This Act shall become effective upon signature by the
governor or 1f not signed by the governor upon expiration of the time for bills
to become law without signature by the governor as provided in Article 111
Section 18 of the Constitution of Loussinana  If vetoed by the governor wnd
subscquently approved by the legislature this Act shall become cffcctive on

the day following such approval

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

GOVERNOR OF THE STATE OF LOUISIANA

APPROVED

Page 2 of 2



M. J.."MIKE" FOSTER, JR.

A Sincerely,

IMLI. “Mike” FoRter, Ir.

: State of Wanistana
OFFICE OF THE GOVERNQA

“QOVERNOR 70RYA-0000

October 21, 1997

. Mr. Daniel J. Babin, Chairman

‘Louisiana Wildlife and F:shenes Comimission
.105 Lewald Drive
‘Houma, LA 70360

' Dear Mr. Babin:

" . "As you are aware, Act 449 of the 1997 Regular Session of the Legislature allows the Louisiana

\Wlldhfe and Fisheries Commission (Commission) to adopt rules for an exemption to the *“slot
lxrmts" on bass tounaments with one hundred or more boats participating. Further, the Departmenr
. of Wildlife and Fisheries has advised me that the tournaments described in the Act are “carch and
release” events and that safeguards, such as permitting these tournaments from October 1- April 30,

" can be provided through the rule-making process.

* Tunderstand that some of the members of the Commission reccived a presentation concerning rhis

Act, but no action was taken following the presentation. With the above in rnund, I would like te

request that Act 449 be included on the agenda of the November Commission meeting. Placement
“on the agenda will give the commissioners who were not present the opportunity to be briefed on Act

449, in addition to allowing the commissioners who were present to gather more information.

I appreciate the commitment of the members of the Commission members. 1 would not request that
_an item be considered on the agenda if I personally felt resulting actions could harm our state’s
‘resources. Please let me know if my administration can be of assistance in this matter, 2nd I look

* forward to hearing about your November meeting.
Rt )

\Y\

s ;k-kg

/ Honorable Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.

0GT-21-1997 17:@7 BOVERNCRS CFF [0E F.o2/e2

.....

Ratan Roune
o o ~! PST OFFICE 80X 9400
(504) 342-70V5




' STATEOF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.0. Box 577
Llyonla, L.ovisiana 70755 _..~
Telephone; (800) 462-5029
(504) 637-3623
Fax: (504) 637-3124

v RﬂBERT M. MARIONNEAUX, JR. Administration of Criminal Justice

District 18 Agriculture
: Transportation, Highways and Public Works
September 10, 1997

Mr. James H. Jenkins, Jr.

SECRETARY, DEPT. OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
P.0O.Box 98000

2000 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, La. 70808

Re: Act 449 of the 1997 Legislative Session
Dear Mr. Jenkins:

It was with much dismay that I read THE ADVOCATE on Friday, September 5, 1997, wherein

it was reported that the LOUISIANA WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION refused to approve rules,

- as authorized by the above referenced Act, which would have allowed an exemption from slot limits
on bass for tournaments with 100 or more boats as participants.

It was in the name of economic development, which has been one of this administration’s
number one priorities, that this bill was introduced at the urging of the FALSE RIVER LAKE
CoMMISSION. Since the introduction of “slot limits” Pointe Coupee Parish has suffered due to the o

+ loss of large fishing tournaments. This catch-and-release type of tournament would do nothmg to
the strides which have been made since the inception of these “slot limits.”

Since this Act became law, we have been able to schedule five large tournaments, drawing
people for all parts of the state, including some from out of state. We anticipate, that with these
tournaments, a draw of more than 5,000 people in and around the Pointe Coupee area. The
participants of these tournaments will lodge, eat, drink, and buy all necessary items such as bait, gas,
fishing license, etc . . . all as a result of this very important piece of legislation.

For these reasons, I urge that you promulgate the necessary rules to enact this statute.

Likewise I ask that it be placed on next month’s agenda (October) so that we may continue to make
the necessary arrangement for these tournaments. Should you have any questions, please do not

hesitate to contact my office.
RECEIVED

SEP 12 1397 /
; OF E \



RMM;jlg

cc: Honorable Murphy “Mike” J. Foster
Members of the Legislature
False River Lake Commission
Pointe Coupee Chamber of Commerce

Smcere

W”“’W

Robert M. Manonncaux Jr.




STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.0. Box 308
Lockport, Louisiana 70374
. Telephone: {504) 532-3608

1-800-259-3608

MITCHELL 3. THERIOT Fax: (504) 532-8040

District 54 T
Transpontation, Highways & Public Works,
Vice Chairman

Insurance

September 15, 1997

Mr. James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Secretary

Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000

200 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, LA 70808

RE: Act 449 of 1997 Legislative Session
Pointe Coupee Parish

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

This letter is to recommend that vyou approve the rules as
authorized by the above referenced Act allowing exemptions Lrom
slot limits on bass for tournaments with 100 or more boats.

This Act is of great importance to Pointe Coupee Parish. These
fishing tournaments give a boost to their economy with the dollars
spent on various aspects of fishing.

I urge you enact this Act by approving the rules as specified.
Thank you.

Cordially,

MITCHELL R. THERIOT

MRT/jmt

cc: Rob Marionneaux ' F?EE(:EEI\/EE[)

Pointe Coupee Chamber of Commerce

REC'D SEP 17 1997

SEP 17 1997 OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

OFFICE OF FISHERIES
ASSBIANTSECHETARY



STATE.OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

PO.Box577 .
Livonia, Logisiana 70786
Teiephone: {800) 462-5029
{504) 637-3623
Fax: (504) 637-3124

Administration of Criminal Just.ce

Agriculture
Septcmbcr ]5’ 1997 Transportation, Highways and Publlcw K

{§TATE OF LOUISIANA
1 ‘%BZO; Box 94005

x Baton Rouge Louxsxana 70804 |

Re: - A n‘omey General Opinion Request

Cor«msmm lms rcfascd to promulgate rules pecessary to cnact thc provxsxons of Act. 449, Th1~
bill, authored by myself would have allowed an exemption from slot limits on all lakes in the state
whxch would have one hundred or more boats qualifying for such tournaments. Obviously, it was
my intention to have the rules promulgatcd once this piece of legislation cleared both chambers and
was eventually signed by the governor. The commission has to refused to adopt or promulgate the
necessary rules, and I ask for an opinion as to whether or not thcy have the authority to do so, when,
in fact, the DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES supported this measure.

: Please be advised that there is a DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES COMMISSION _ .5 °
mectmg set for October 2, 1997, wherein, | would like to address the commission rclative to their
I refusal to adopt these rules. Therefore, the expedience of this opinion would be greatly appreciated.

Sincerely, —

W 7?/( %W ¢

h /é/t ,
Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.




State of Pouisiana
DEPARTMENT OF JUSTICE

Waton Rouge P.0. BOX 94095
. Tel.: {504) 342-4604
70804-9095 Fax: {(504) 342-3885

RICHARD P. IEYOUB
ATTORNEY GENERAL

| OCTOBER 07 1997
OPINION NO. 97-432

Honorable Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.
State Representative

P.O. Box 577

Livonia, LA 70755

Dear Representative Marionneaux:

This office is in receipt of your letter requesting an Attorney General’s Opinion regarding whether
the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has the authority to promulgate rules necessary to implement
the provisions of Acts 1997, No. 449. Act 449 provides in pertinent part:

. the c0mm1551on may adopt rules in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act to establish special permits authorizing large tournament participants
‘to possess live black bass, Micropterus spp., or its hybrids, that would otherwisc fall
outside of legal limits. (Emphasis added)

Act 449 continues by providing guidelines for permit fees and transferability, necessary information
which must be provided on applications, including name, location of the tournament, and number
of expected participants, and finally, a definition of “large tournament.”

The legislature has given the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission the power, under the specific

guidelines provided in Act 449, to issue regulations allowing issuance of permits to large

tournamenis participants to possess fish that would otherwise be illegal. We can find nothing in the

Constitution or laws of Louisiana which prohibits granting the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
" such powers. ! "

We note that Act 449 is permissive and not mandatory. When interpreting a statute we are guided
by R.S. 1:3 which states that the word “shall” is mandatory and the word “may” is permissive. Sce
also La. Code of Civil Procedure Article 5053. This is also apparent when comparing Act 449 to
other acts of 1997 which use the word “shall” in directing agencies to promulgate regulations. See
Acts 1997, No. 169 (“Tlfe secretary of the [Department of Health and Hospitals] shall promulgate
rules and regulations [for licensure of basic care facilities]”); Acts 1997, No. 210 (“The scerctary {of
the Department of Transportation and Development] shall promulgate rules and regulations to [issue
to issue prestige license plates]”), and; Acts 1997, No. 527 (“The secretary of the Department of



o~

OPINION N¢Q). 97-423

Honorable Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.
State Representative

Page No. 2

Wildlife and Fisheries shall promulgate rules and regulations for the issuance ol [a commercial
fisherman’s sales card”). IHad the legislature desired to require the Wildlile and Fisherics
Commission to promulgate regulations under Act 449, they clearly could have done so.

Itis the opinion of this office that Act 449 authorizes. but docs not require. the Wildhife and Fisheries
Commission (o promulgate such regulations.

We trust the foregoing has been helpful. Should you have any further questions, pleise contact this
olTice.

Very truly yours,

RICHARD P. IEYOUB
ATTORNEY GENERAL

BY: P ) y
FREDERICK €. WHITROCK
Assistant Attorney General

RPUFCW/p



STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.0. Box 577 P
Livonia, Louisiana 70755 ~~
Telephone: (800) 462-5029
(504) 637-3623
Fax: (504) 637-3124

S e o]

* ROBERT M. MARIONNEAUX, JR. Administration of Criminal Justice

Oistrict 18 : . Agricutture
ransporation, Highways and Public Works
September 25, 1997

‘Mr. James H. Jenkins, Jr. .
SECRETARY, DEPT. OF WILDLIFE AND Flsmzmss
P.O. Box 98000

2000 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, La. 70808

Re: Act 449 of the 1997 Legislative Session

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

Per our conversation, please place on the agenda the above referenced act so that we may
encourage the commission to enact and promulgate the rules necessary to have this matter resolved.
I have enclosed, for your review, a copy of Act 449 so that you may forward it to any of the persons
you feel that would be an asset to our cause.

I have discussed this matter with Governor Foster who has indicated that he is full support
of our attempts, and is willing to offer any assistance to help us accomplish our goal.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely, ) 9

Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.

RMM;jlg

cc Governor Mike Foster
False River Lake Commission
Pointe Coupee Parish Chamber of Commerce )



STATE OF LOUISIANA

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

10, Box 577

ROBERT M. MARIONNEAUX, JR.
twvonia, Louisiana 70755

District 18 .
lelephone: (800) 462-5029
(H04) 637-3623
September 16, 1997 s (H04) G47-3643
Atlmnrslyalion of Criinat Justice
Mr. Perry Gisclair O
L ivironent

141 West 139th Street
Cut Off, Louisiana 70345

Re: ACT 449 OF 711 1997 LEGISLATIVE SESSION

Dear Mr. Gisclair:

Enclosed please find two lctters which I have received from the Ialse River Lake
Commission as well as the 1998 Bayou GMC/Thomas Marine Pro-Am Circuit. As you can sce, one
tournament has already canceled their appearance at False River due to the failure to adopt the rules

necessary to enact Act 449.

I look forward to discussing this with you at the next Wildlifc and Fisherics mecting set for
November 6, 1997.

Sincerely,

W )2( ,%{mﬂibd—v(‘ﬂ,&cﬁ//

Raobert M. Marionncaux, Jr.

enclosures
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the property within decr-prool
fences, thercby converting this publicly owned wildiifc
resource to private property.”

He cited the incidence of bovine tubcrculosis in cap-
tive and wild whitetail deer in some states, iand that the
deer “"proposed to be imported from New York were
from an area with a very hiph incidence of Lyine dis-
ease.”

e said while Lyme discase, which is transterved to
humans by a varicty of ticks, is found in Louisiana, it is
very-low. He said he consndu cd both problems to [x, i
threat to public health.

Agriculture Department attorney Jisn Gelpi detendad
the plan by insisting the program fell into the realm of
agriculture and agri-business.

Ife also said the LDAI offered Wildlile and Fisherics
several opportunities to clear up the disagreements
between the two agencics.

“They have not waken us up on the ofier,” Galpi sitd.

Bateman and wildlife biologist i"red Kimmel dis-
agreed with-Gelpi and said they had objected to several
paragraphs in the deer-farming prograns, but that the
LDAF had rcfused to add or delete the objectionable
wording,



FALSE RIVER LAKE COMMITTEE
POST OFFICE BOX 126
VENTRESS, LOUISIANA 70783
(504) 638-4413

" October 16, 1997

- - Representative Robert Marionneaux
. P.O.Box 577
" Livonia, LA 70755

' ACT 449-BASS TOURNAMENTS

.;_The failure of the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission to promulgate the rules of the ACT 449
"' has caused a great loss off revenue in Pointe Coupee Parish. When this ACT became law, five (5} large
" tournaments were scheduled for False River.

- When the rules failed to pass the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commiission, two (2) of these
- tournaments rescheduled and moved their tournaments to other locations in the state. The largest
~ " tournament, the Bayou GMC Truck Tournament, is also in question. Enclosed is a letter from Dub Noel,
_ tournament director for the Pro-Am Circuit and the GMC Truck Tournaments concerning this matter.

_The loss of these tournaments SHALL cause the loss of an anticipated 3,000 or more participants and
* - . . . . P p - -p

* spectators to the Pointe Coupee area. This economic loss is a direct result of the Commission not to
- promulgate the rules regarding the “SLOT LIMIT” permits.

| We appreciate your concern and efforts getting this ACT passed in the legislation. Please keep the False
" River Lake Committee informed as to what it can do to help get this passed the Wildlife and Fisheries
- Commission.

Sincerely,

- DANR. THORNTON CHAIRMAN

- FALSE RIVER LAKE COMMITTEE
. P o ' !

., ¢:-Senator Tom Greene '

Jimmy Bello
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1998 Bayou GMC/Thomas Marine Pro-Am Circuit
13946 Katherine Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

. QOctober 6, 1997

' Mr. Dan Thomton !
- Chairman Lo
.- False River Advisory Committee
P, O.Box 126
Ventress, LA 70783

Dear Dan,

L As per our telephone conversation, this is to regrettably confirm that the Bayoﬁ
- GMC/Thomas Marine Pro-Am Bass Circuit will not be coming to False River due to

Wildlife & Fisheries Commission failure of adopting the resolution allowing the permit

for tournaments waiving the slot.

o We have announce the dated of the Bayou GMC Truck Tournament and as you
" also are aware, have not determined whether we are coming to False River or not, that is
“" strictly up to the Bayou GMC Dealers. As soon as the decision is made I will let you
know one way or the other.

I am really sorry we are not coming up there for I think the fishermen and the
local businesses would have benefited from it greatly.

Thank you for your assistance. «

- Sincerely,

" Dub Noel

> Tournament Director,
Bayou GMC/Thomas Marine Pro-Am
and Bayou GMC Team Tournament
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- James 1L Jenkins, Jr Departiment of Wildlife and Fisheries ML "—;:lilu.:" Fos' -
Sucml.‘n‘y II‘ il L\ “-i(‘l' lﬂ\l vy ()‘\;”“() Lravertior

Balon Rouge, LA 70893-9000
(SO 7052800
September 19, 1997

- Honorable Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.
_ State Representative
. District 18

P. 0. Box 577

Livonia, LA 70755

Dear Representative Marionneaux:

, [ am in receipt of your letter expressing disappointment that the Commission did not approve
spec1aI permit regulations, which would have allowed an exemption from slot limits on black bass

. during certain tournaments that exceed 100 boats. The Department developed a set of proposed

- permit regulations which were presented to the Commission at its September meeting. No action was
‘taken due to the lack of a motion. You might possibly want to contact Mr. Danicl Babin,
Commission Chairman, directly and request lt be placed on the October mecting agenda for
reconsideration.

Mr. Babin can be contacted at the folloviiing address and phone number:

Mr. Daniel J. Babin, Chairman
105 Lewald Drive

Houma, LA 70360

Phone: 504-563-7851

Your interest in the fishery resources of this state is appreciated.

-Sincerely,

: Jam s H. Jefikins, Jr.
JHI/fs

cc: Mr. Daniel Babin

An !:,upml C.\]‘l‘t‘l'llllli!.\' l:.In]\L"\'!‘I‘



STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.O. Box 577
Livonia, Louisiana 70755 ~~~
Iclephone: (800) 462-5029
(504) 637-3623
Fax: {504) 637-3124

- ROBERT M. MARIONNEAUX, JR. Administration of Criminal Justice
District 18 Agriculture

Transportation, Highways and Public Works
September 25, 1997

-

Mr. James H. Jenkins, Jr. :
SECRETARY, DEPT. OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
P.O. Box 98000

2000 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, La. 70808

Re: Act 449 of the 1997 Legisiative Session

Dear Mr. Jenkins:
Per our conversation, please place on the agenda the above referenced act so that we may
encourage the commission to enact and promulgate the rules necessary to have this matter resolved.

[ have enclosed, for your review, a copy of Act 449 so that you may forward it to any of the persons
you feel that would be an asset to our cause.

I have discussed this matter with Governor Foster who has indicated that he is full support
of our attempts, and is willing to offer any assistance to help us accomplish our goal.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely,
W 7)«. ?P(Q 7

Robert M. Marionneaux, Jr.

RMM:jig

c¢c  Governor Mike Foster
False River Lake Commission
Pointe Coupee Parish Chamber of Commerce



STATE OF LOUISIANA — Z; -

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

3125 W. Pinhook Road
Lafayette, Louisiana 70508 _. .-
Telephone: {318) 237-11817

Fax: (318) 237-1185

) Commarce
MIKE MICHOT : Labor & industrial Relations

District 43 ‘ : Natural Resources
September 20. 1997 '

Mr. Jerald Hanchey

Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

Post Office Box 98000

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70808

RE: Act 449 of the 1997 Legislative Session
Dear Mr. Hanchey:

I am requesting that you promulgate the necessary rules as authorized by the above referenced
Act which would allow an exemption from slot limits on bass for tournaments with 100 or more
boats as participants.

The passage of this law (authored by Representative Marionneaux and Senator Grecene) has
resulted in the scheduling of a number of large fishing tournaments in Louisiana. A draw of
several thousand people from throughout the state as well as from outside of Louisiana to these
tournament locations is expected. These participants will provide a boost to the local and statc
economies by spending money on lodging, food and items necessary to this sport (i.e., bait, fuel,
fishing licenses, etc.). An added advantage is the boost provided to Louisiana’s tourism
industry.

Needless to say, Mr. Hanchey, if the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission refuses to
approve the rules of Act 449, the State stands to lose all of the positive effects of this Act. In the
name of economic development, I urge the Commission to promulgate the necessary rules to
enact this legislation. |

Sincerely,

Michael J. Michot
State Representative
District 43

MIM:mbb



T
lﬂfi‘w" H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster
»S‘_ccmt‘"y Post Office Box 98000 Governor

IO Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
S (504)765-2800
S , September 22, 1997

- The Honorable Mitchell R. Theriot
State Representative, District 54
P. O. Box 308
Lockport, Louisiana 70374

Dear Representative Theriot:

I am in receipt of your recommendation that the Department approve rules allowing
.exemptions for slot-limits on black bass in tournaments with 100 or more boats. I must inform you
that Act 449 of the 1997 Legislative Session empowers the Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries
Commission, not the Department, to enact these special regulations.

The Department did, however, develop a set of proposed permit regulations which were
presented to the Commission at its September meeting. No action was taken due to the lack of a
motion. ‘

Your interest in the fishery resources of this state is appreciated.

Sincerely,

s H. Jenkins, Jr.

BJF/s

An |E|||ml C\p]u\rlnuiiy lfnnp!nycr



BUBES

James H ]enl:msu Jr. Department of Wi]dlife and Fisheries ' M.J. "Mike" Foster

. Seerstary Post Office Box 98000 Governor

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-0000
(504)765-2800

October 2, 1997

Mr. Terry Ryder, Deputy Chief of Staff

Office of the Governor
-P. 0. Box 94004
Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

RE: Act # 449 (HB 2409)
Rep. Rob Marionneaux:

“Dear Terry:

Yesterday Representative Marionneaux spoke to you and me about this
‘bill to allow fishing tournament participants to weigh-in fish
‘caught within the slot. I have attached a copy of HB 2409 for your
.information. ,

Representative Marionneaux stated that he had discussed the matter
of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's refusal to implement

. rules and regqulations pertaining to the implementation of the

legislation.

It is the position of the department that the implementation of
this act will not affect the resource as the flshlng tournament

. requires "catch and release" after weigh-in.

L3

This 1eglslat10n is a matter of economics, not resource. Actually,
‘the large fishing tournaments are no longer held on bodies of water

: such as False River, which has been declared a trophy lake. This

is due to the prohibition of welghlng in the fish caught within the
slot. !

An L:qual Q)p]mrluuiiy I‘Emp]n)’cr



Mr. Terry Tyder, Deputy Chief of sStaff
Office of the Governor

October 2, 1997

Page # 2

Please contact me if you have any other questions.
Sincerely yours,

Clyde W. Kimball
Deputy Secretary

CWK/mew

#MT§EE> Representative Rob Marionneaux
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James H Jcﬂl‘ms J=. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster
s“"’l"ry Post Office Box 98000 Governor

j{‘, oy Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 !

e - (504)765-2800

October 2, 1997

' ““Mr. Terry Ryder, Deputy Chief of Staff
’ +.0ffice of the Governor

.P. O. Box 94004

Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70804-9004

v g RE: Act # 449 (HB 2409)
Rep. Rob Marionneaux

fDear Terry:

Yesterday Representative Marionneaux spoke to you and me about this

bill to allow fishing tournament participants to weigh~in fish

caught within the slot. I have attached a copy of HB 2409 for your
"~ information. ~

-

‘7 Representative Marionneaux stated that he had discussed the matter

"""of the Wildlife and Fisheries Commission's refusal to implement
-“rules and regqulations pertaining to the implementation of the
legislation.

It is the position of the department that the implementation of
- this act will not affect the resource as the flshlng tournament
L .-+ -requires "catch and release" after weigh-in.
: N ) ’
J :This leglslatlon is a matter of economics, not resource. Actually,
. rithe large flshlng tournaments are no longer held on bodies of water
-~ uwsuch as False River, which has been declared a trophy lake. This
- +.’is due to the prohibition of weighlng in the fish caught w1th1n the

R o, ) i SlOt.

4 ' An l_:.quulQppnrlunily ]fmplnycr



Mr. Terry Tyder, Deputy Chief of Staff
Office of the Governor :
October 2, 1997

Page # 2

Please contact me if you have any other questions.
Sincerely yours;
éﬁ?:%k_.

Clyde W. Kimball
Deputy Secretary

CWK/mew

xM?§EE> Representative Rob Marionneaux
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Page 22 SENATE
June 13,1997 7

46th DAY'S PROCEEDINGS

ROLL CALL
as called with the [ollowirig resplt:
EAS
Ellingion Landry
Fields lﬁmﬁni
B2 "‘“ R ~;-A
Brarich nkel ROMEro
ain fHeitmeier Schedler
Campbell Hines Shornt
Casanova Hollis Siracusa
Cox op s"u' b
Cravins ofinso
Dardenne Jones epfiissen
Dean Jorda Uio
Dyess grftbert
Total—38
NAYS
T e U
ABSENT
Barham
Total=sl.

TheLifair declared the bifl was pas 'ﬂ' gtlewasnadand
snsi ¢ voic by which

adopted. Senator Ellingion fMoved {0 rep
the bill was passed and laid'the motiog6n tie table.

HOUSE BILL NO. 2400
8Y REPRESENTAJIVE MURRAY

To enact R.S. 33/2923.1/relatjfe to local fipahce: J6 authorize
political supdivisiofis to ssuc certificaies of ingébtedness for
g benefits: 10 prévide for terms

and progédurpe tor syd issuanc and to provide for related
maue
The A3l was read by title/” Senator Bagneris moved the fina)

cenain customapy and nec

passage Hf the bill,

ROLL CALL
The rol'was€alled with the fg lo»}ing result:
EAS
)er. President Gnm:’r,; Malgne
ris ) Robichaux
B:jg'woi? Hainke) Romero
Branch Heitmpiér Schedler
Cain Hine: Short
Campbeli 6llis Siracusa
Cox fons Smith
Cravins Johnson Tarve
Dardenne Jones Theuhi
Dyess Jordan Mo
E“ing‘-on aAInd
Fields Lenting
Total—34
AYS
Casanova Dean Lan
Total—3 L dry
ABSENT
Basham Bean
Total —2

agneris moved t ider by which

Gas passed and laid the motion on the table.

HOUSE BILL NO, X

AN ACT .

To enact R.S. 56:318.1, relative to fishing; to provide relative 10
fishing tournaments; to provide definitions, terms, conditions,
requircmeants, and ; to provide for special permts for
the possession of ceruin fish; to provide for applications: and 1o
provide for related matters.

The bill was read by title. Senator Greene moved the final
passage of the bill.

ROLL CALL
The roll was called with the following result:
YEAS
Mr. President Fields Lentini
Bagneris Greene Maljone
Bajoie Guidry Robdichaux
Bean Hainkel Romero
Branch Heitmeier Schedier
Cain Hines Shont
Campbell Hollis Siracusa
Casanova Irons Smith
Cox Johnson Tarver
Dardenne Jones Theunizsen
Dean Jordan Ullo
Elbmli s Lambert
n
Tovkrs7 Landry
NAYS
Total—0Q
ABSENT

Barham Cravins

Totaj—2

The Chair declared the bill was passed. The title was read and
adopeed. Senator Greene moved to reconsider the vote by which the
bill was passed and laid the motion on the table.

HOUSE BRbL NO. 2442

GNREP) IVE HUNTER
AN'ACP
To enget RS. 1777.1(F) 1€lalivgto wti tea g
pravide Aor cermain rgefprocal agfeoients fg peficr
certifipflion; 46 requirp/that sugh agrements jrclude céntain
cdughtiope]” requi ts urder Cenain ciftumsiafices; to
provide an cffectivt date; ahd to-Provide 6T reiated matters.
The bill was €ad byitle. S€nator Jofics et/ the final passag
of the bill. ™ e ¢
ROEL CAL
The roll wagallegdAvith the folloping resul:
Y
Mr. Presidént Ellington ambeg
agnens Fields Landy
Bajoie Gi eqpdni

reene
Bean Guidry Rgbichaux
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L Days?ocwdmgs May 29, 1997

Hunter

Clarkson
Copelin

Crane
Curtls

LeBlune

Weston
Wiggins
Wilkerson
Faucheux
Flavin
Fortier
Frith
Fruge

Jenkinx
Perkins

udson
Jetson

McBDonald
Mitchell

Farve
‘Totale=13

Read by titc.
Rep. McCain

M. Speaker Gautreaux

Alario -Glover Pinuc
Alexander. A.—93rd Green Praut
Alcxander. R..—I3th Guillory - Que2aire

/Ansardi

ammeu Riddle
Rarton Heaton Romero
Raudoin Heben Roussclle
Baylor Hill Salter
Rowler Holden Scalise
Schneider
Shaw

Smith. §.0.~50th
mith, J.R.—30th

Clarkson $ telly
Copelin Kennard Theriot
Crine Kenney Thomas
Curtis Lancaster

Wiggins
Wilkerson
lelald Lowig

hill wasx finally passed. and, on his own motion. the moton (o
reconsider was lawd on the tahle. '
a! HY mmmsssmmvs-mmomewx '
AN ACT
To cnact R.S. 56:31R.1 .- relative to fishing: lo provide relative o
fishing tournaments: to provide defimtions. icrms. conditions.
requirciments, and pnx. ures; (o provide for specsal permits tor

the possession of cenuin fish; (o provide for applications; and to
provide for relaled rnatlcrs

Read by title. ‘ _
Rep. Marionneaux |:§mvc(l the final passsge ol the bill.
A .1 ROLL CALL
The soll was called with the fullowing resulr:
YEAS

Pierre
Pinac

Glover
Green

Mr, Spcaker
Aluno
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4150ay's Proceedings - May 29, 1997

0

‘Alexander. A—93td Guitlory Peatt
Alexander, R.—13th Hammct Quezaire
_Barton Heaton Riddle
- Baudoin Hebent Romern
-Baylor Hilt Rousselle
Bowler Holden Salter
Bruce Hopkins Scalise
Brun Hunier Schneider
Bruneau fles Shaw
Carter Jenkins Smith. J.D.—50th
Chaisson Jetson Smith. J.R.—30th
Clarkson Johns Stelly
. Copelin Kennard Thenol
Crane Kenney Thomas
Curtis Lancaster Thompson
Damico Landrieu Toumy
Danicl LcBlanc Travis
- Deville Long Triche
DeWinl Manonncaux Vitter
“Die. Maniny Walsworth
Doerge McCain Warner
Donelon McCallum Welch
Dupre McMains Weston
Fauchcux Michot Wiggins
Flavin Montgomery Wilkerson
Fonlenot Morrelt Willard-Lowis
- Forster Momsh Windhorst
« Frith Murray Winston
Fruge Qdinet Wright
Gautrcaux Perkins
Tolal—9$
NAYS
Total—-{}
ABSENT
Ansard Hudson Strain
Dimos McDonatd ‘Tharhill
*Durand Mitchell
+ Farve Powell

© U Total—10

The Chuir declarcd the above bill. having reccived a iwo-thirds

vote of {he elecied members, was linally passed.

‘The title of the above bill was read and adopled.

Rep. Maronncaux moved lo reconsider the vote by which the
abave bilt was finally passed. and, on his own motion. the motion to
teconsider was laid on the table. 1

4 Tsitics: to provide
_ for the puwgss, dutics. and/responsibilifes of public higher
education nugemenl ards: to t authonty 10 the
. managemem hoards 1o gbiablish in actordance with centain
_ guidelines wition and anektlance fees applicable 1o nonresident

students: and to grovide Jor related matt

Read by titlg/

Rep. C
follows:

read as

Amendmens proposed hyRepresentative £rane 10 Engros
Bill No. 2424 by Reprodentative Crangcet at.

Mr. Speaker
Alario
Alexander.

Thomhill
Tvomy
Travis

Farve
Faucheux
Flavin
Fontenot
Forster
Fath
Tolal—99

Winston
Wright




STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

0. Box 308
Lackport. Louisiana 70374
Tetephone: {504) 532-3608
MITCHELL R. THERIOT }-600-259-3608

District 54 Fax: (504) 532-8040
Transportation, Highways & Public Works,
Vice Chairman

insurance

September 15, 1937

Mr. James H. Jenkins, Jr.

Secretary
Department of Wildlife & Fisheries
P.O. Box 98000 .

200 Quail Drive
Baton Rouge, LA 70808

RE: Act 449 of 1997 Legislative Session
Pointe Coupee Parish

Dear Mr. Jenkins:

This letter is to recommend that vyou approve the rules as
authorized by the above referenced Act allowing excempl-ions From
slot limits on bass for tournaments with 100 or more boats.

This Act is of great importance to Pointe Coupee Parish. These
fishing tournaments give a boost to their economy with the dollars
spent on various aspects of fishing.

I urge you enact this Act by approving the rules as specified.

Thank you.

Cordially,
e e . 2 A .
P

MITCHELL R. THERIOT

o
cc: Rob Marionneaux ’ F?EE(:EEI\/EE[)

Pointe Coupee Chamber of Commerce

REC'D SEP 17 1997

SEP 117 1997 OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY

MRT/jmt

OFFICE OF FISHERIES
ASSISTANT SECRETARY



R STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES .
" N oz b7
¢ (“ Piecnin Darsiane 70765 "
) feheplionne (8HE) G2 HOZ)
(H(M) G37-3673
e s (504) 637-3124
OBERT M. MARIONNEAUX, [R. A drdion o (:l"ilnin:ﬁtﬂlsticc
- District 18 Mpuling e
T s pociadinn thotezayes iyt Public Works
September 16, 1997
© . Mr. Henry M. Mouton
i P.O.Box 53097 -
- Lafayette, Louisiana 70505-3097
RE: ACT 449 OF THE 1997 LEGISLATIVI SESSION
Dear Mr. Mouton:
Enclosed please find a copy the letter I spoke to you about yesterday. I also enclosed the
newspaper article, and a copy of House Bill Number 2409 authored by mysclf and Scnator Tom
Greene.
Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.
incerely,
- ]}1. 2)/ C‘--@-A—--w,.. PRSETSS
Robert M. Marionnenus, Jr.
RMM :j lg '."4,."'
enclosures
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W REJS oogxstsvto ¥ e commnssnon, » . tion, "The Notice of littent was not
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161 ofrules and reg- Advocate news services of a motion from any of the four
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ro g f.(LDAI‘) for a sixth public-hunt ficld for with National Marine Uisherivs
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vate’ hunlm[, clubs,” .Balcman said. parishes. Departiment ol Apricudbre repoda:
“The intention-was to ralse deer to tions *purportcd 1o anthorize them
(landowners) 10 enclose wiid deer on

: {ci wiover: ithe wild-an;

ibn(} I‘lsllenes Co 1 §iqn‘npproved an immediate ban
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R

run from Nov. 20 to March 20,

i ) Lo, e Ratitying rules bringing the Jolo i< Kelly - Corand
b e ‘..-im., T G o TR, J,, ETR Bayou Reservoir near Coushatta into the staie’s Quality
[ e u‘»lleedingawaming 3& Qut»thc mtroducuon of discase  Lakes Program, which mandates o FI-17 inchy slof Himit
i . . al,{; ’nspreacl bymon-nq'qy* ! r, se;zm e of native wild deer by  anda eight-fish daily. creel limit on black bass;

Sl ‘nprwate_lgx_ldowne 1oslpgloverall regulatony powers o Refusing to approve rules that would allow an
g oﬁth@qtate. the Louisiana Wildlife  exemption from slot limits on all lakes in the state's

Trophy and Quality Lakes program for hass toarng.
ments which have 100 or more

boats.

’export to 'I‘exas."‘. Cien
“\With three members. Tom Gattle,

. Jerald Hanchey. and:Norman McCall abscnt the L\VFC

ted4-0'on'the’ emergency decree.

-*¥Otheraction. taken'by the commission included:

e ‘Ratlfymg the 1997-98 ‘duck and goose seasons. The
, ,West Zone duck season ‘will run from Nov. 8-Nov. 30 and

‘ ."Dec. 13Jan.’ 18 and the: East ‘and .Catahoula Lake zoncs

“will-run from Nov.'15-Dec. 14 and from Dec. 20-Jan. 18,
<Aispecial Youth Waterfowl Hunting Day was set for Jan.
124X1998. The statewide:snow and blue‘goose scason will

Sirur from Nov. 8Feb 22 and the specklébellied goose -

\season was set.for Nov.‘8-Nov 30 and from Dec. 13-Jan.

: 128.5Theae will also be*a ‘special Jan, 20-28 Canada goosc
season in a desngnated Area.in the southwest Louisiana;
‘e, Approving an: increase-in’ ‘the non-resident Louisian: 1

' Waterfowl Stamp fee from.$7.50 to $13. 50;

k O‘Approvmg a change in the proposcd 1998 turkey
huntmg rules’to ban-huntmg in'parts of Madison,
Eranklin, Catahgula,;Concordia and Tensas parishes.

. Ba't;eman -said  hunter; ’ﬂ}e area wanted the closure to
a].low turkey populauonsxo recover from several years
)f‘sprmg flpods’ that cut: mto turkey populanons along
he MISSISSlppl Riverin those parishes;

‘e Approvmg the state fur-harvest (trapping) scason to

the property within decr-proof
fences, thereby converting lIns publicly owned wildlife
resource to private property.”

He cited the incidence of bovine tuberculosis in cap-
tive and wild whitetail deer in some states, and that-the
deer “’proposed to be imported from New York were
from an area with a very high incidence of Tynie dis-
case,”

Ile said while Lyme discase, which is trinstersed to
humans by a varicty of ticks, is found in Louisiana, it is
very-low. Fle said he considered both problems to be o
thrreat to public health.

Agriculture Department attorney Jine Gelpi defendaed
the plan by insisting the program fell mto the realin of
agriculture and agri-business.

e also said the LDAL offered Wildlife and Frihieries
sceveral opportunities to clear up the disagreciients
between the two agencices.

*“Ihey have not taken us up on the ofler,” Gelpi suid.

Bateman and wildlife biologist IFred Kimmet dis-
agreed with.Gelpi and said they had objected to several
paragraphs in the deer-farming prograni, but that the
LDAF had refused to add or delete the objectionable
wording.



1998 Bayou GMC/Thomas Marine Pro-Am Circuit
13946 Katherine Avenue
Baton Rouge, LA 70815

October 6, 1997

Mr. Dan Thornton

Chairman

False River Advisory Committee , :
P.O.Box 126 5
Ventress, LA 70783 '

Dear Dan,

As per our telephone conversation, this is to regrettably confirm that the Bayoﬁ
GMC/Thomas Marine Pro-Am Bass Circuit will not be coming to False River due to
Wildlife & Fisheries Commission failure of adopting the resolution allowing the permit
for tournaments waiving the slot.

We have announce the dated of the Bayou GMC Truck Tourmnament and as you
also are aware, have not determined whether we are coming to False River or not, that is
strictly up to the Bayou GMC Dealers. As soon as the decision is made I will let you
know one way or the other.

I am really sorry we are not coming up there for I think the ﬁshermen and the
local businesses would have benefited from it greatly.

- Thank you for your assistance.

Sincerely,

H ‘)
Dub Noel
Tournament Director,
Bayou GMC/Thomas Marine Pro-Am
and Bayou GMC Team Tournament



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby advertises its
intent to amend a rule for black bass.
Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 1. Freshwater Sport and Commercial Fishing
§149. Black Bass Regulations-Daily Take and Size Limits

A. The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission establishes a
statewide daily take (creel 1limit) of 10 fish for black bass
(Micropterus spp.). The possession limit shall be the same as the
daily take on water and twice the daily take off water.

B. In addition, the Commission establishes special size and
daily take regulations for black bass on the following water
bodies:

1. Concordia Lake (Concordia Parish), and Caney Creek
Reservoir (Jackson Parish):

a. Size limit: 15 inch - 19 inch slot. A 15 - 19
inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black
bass whose maximum total length ié between 15 inches and 19 inches,
both measurements inclusive.

b. Daily take: eight fish of which no more than
two fish may exceed 19 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.

ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.



2. Lake Bartholomew (Morehouse and Ouachita parishes),
Black Bayou Lake (Bossier Parish), Chicot Lake (Evangeline Parish),
Cross Lake (Caddo Parish), John K. Kelly-Grand Bayou Reservoir (Red
River Parish), Lake Rodemacher (Rapides Parish) and Vernon Lake
(Vernon Parish):

a. Size Limit: 14 inch - 17 inch slot. A 14 - 17
inch slot limit means that it is illegal to keep or possess a black
bass whose maximum total length is between 14 inches and 17 inches,
both measurements inclusive.

b. Daily Take: eight fish of which no more than
four fish may exceed 17 inches maximum total length.*

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.
3. False River (Pointe Coupee Parish)

a. Size limit: 14 inch minimum size limit.

b. Daily Take: 5 fish.

c. Possession limit:

i. On water - Same as daily take.
ii. Off water - Twice the daily take.
*Maximum total length - The distance in a straight line from
the tip of the snout to the most posterior point of the depressed
caudal fin as measured with mouth closed on a flat surface.
AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6
(25) (a), 325(C), 326.3.
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife

and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 14:364 (June



1988), amended LR 17:278 (March 1991), repromulgated LR 17:488 (May
1991), amended LR 17:1122 (November 1991), LR 20:796 (July 1994),
LR 23:1168 (September 1997), LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this Notice of Intent and
the final Rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
Fiscal and Economic Impact statement, the filing of the Notice of
Intent and final Rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of government.

Interested persons may comment on the proposed rule in writing
to Mr. Bennie Fontenot, Administrator, Inland Fisheries Division,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
70898-9000 until 4:30 p.m., January 7, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does hereby give nofice
of intent to amend a Rule (Title 76.VII.335(A)) modifying
recreational creel and size limits for reef fish, and rules for
commercial harvest of reef fish, which are part of the existing
rule for daily take, possession, and size limits for reef fishes
set by the Commission. Authority for adoption of fhis Rule is
included in R.S.56:6(25) (a), 56:326.1 and 56:326.3;

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 3. 8Saltwater Sport and Commercial Fishery
§335. Daily Take, Possession and S8ize Limits Set by Commission,
Reef Fish

A. The Louisiana Wildlife and Fisheries Commission does
hereby adopt the following rules and regulations regarding the
harvest of triggerfishes, ambérjacks, grunts, wrasses, snappers,
groupers, sea basses, tilefishes, and porgies within and without

Louisiana's territorial waters:

Species Recreational Bag Limits
* % %
4. Greéter amberjack 3_1 fish per person per day
* Kk %
B. 1. All persons who do not possess a permit issued by

the National Marine Fisheries Service under the Federal Fishery

Management Plan for the Gulf of Mexico Reef Fish resources are



limited to the recreational bag limit.

2. Persons who are limited to a recreational bag limit
trade, exc e o barter
trade or exchange any reef fish.
* * %
D. 1. For charter vessels and headboats as defined in

Federal Regulations 50 CFR Part 641_622.2 as—amendedby FR—Vot—55+
No+——31#4, there will be an allowance for up to two daily bag limits

on multi-day trips provided the vessel has two licensed operators
aboard as required by the U.S. Coast Guard for trips of over 12
hours, and each passenger is issued and has in possession a receipt

issued on behalf of the vessel that verifies the length of the

trip.

yo) te essel de ibe L.R.S
63302 ha ot t ed, bartered r exchanged r
em (o) s ed artere or change

3. No __person _aboard any commercial vessel shall

ans or cause the ansfer of fi be e els state or

edera ate

* % %
G, No person shall purchase, sell, exchange, barter or
mpt u ase ell, e e apper in



endorsement was issued,

6+H. Species Minimum Size Limits
1. Red S8napper 16 inches total length
2. Gray, mutton and 12 inches total length

yellowtail snapper

3. Lane and-vermitiion— 8 inches total length
snapper
- 4. Red, gag, black, 20 inches total length

yellowfin and nassau

grouper
5. Jewfish 50 inches total length
6. Greater amberjack 28 inches fork length (recreational)
36 inches fork length (commercial)
7. Black seabass 8 inches total length
8. Vermillion snapper 10 inches total length

I. Federal regulations 50 CFR Part 641 as amended by FR Vol.
55, No. 14, defines charter vessels and headboats as follows:
Charter vessel - a vessel whose operator is licensed by
the U.S. Coast Guard to carry six or fewer paying passengers and
whose passengers fish for a fee. A charter vessel with a permit to
fish on a commercial quota for reef fish is under charter when it
carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.
Headboat - vessel whose operator is licensed by the U.S.
Coast Guard to carry seven or more paying passengers and whose
passengers fish for a fee. A headboat with a permit to fish on a

commercial quota for reef fish is operating as a headboat when it



carries a passenger who fishes for a fee, or when there are more
than three persons aboard including operator and crew.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S.
56:6(25) (a), 56:326.1 and 326.3.

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife
and Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR 16:539 (June
1990), amended LR 19:1442 (November 1993), LR 20:797 (July 1994),
LR 21:1267 (November 1995), LR 22:860 (September 1996); LR .

The Secretary of the Department of Wildlife and Fisheries is
authorized to take any and all necessary steps on behalf of the
Commission to promulgate and effectuate this notice of intent and
the final rule, including but not limited to, the filing of the
fiscal and economic impact statements, the filing of the notice of
intent and final rule and the preparation of reports and
correspondence to other agencies of gerrnment.

Interested persons may submit comments relative to the
proposed Rule to: Mr. Harry Blanchet, Marine Fisheries Division,
Department of Wildlife and Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA
70898-9000, prior to January 1, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



NOTICE OF INTENT

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Three-day Basic and Saitwater Nonresident Recreational Fishing
License Fees (LAC 76:VI11.407)

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby gives notice of its intent to
adopt a rule relative to fees for three-day basic and saltwater nonresident
recreational fishing licenses.

Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VIl. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 4. License and License Fees
§407. Three-day Basic and Saltwater Nonresident Recreational Fishing
License Fees

A. In lieu of the basic recreational fishing license, nonresidents may
purchase a three-day basic recreational fishing license for a fee of ten dollars. This
three-day license shall be valid for three consecutive days, including the day of
issue.

B. In lieu of the saltwater recreational fishing license, a nonresident may
purchase a three-day saltwater recreational fishing license at a fee of fifteen dollars.
This three-day license shall be valid for three consecutive days, including the day of
issue.

C. The above fees hereby supersede those fees established for the above

licenses at R.S. 56:302.1B(1) and (2)(a).



D. The effective date of the above fees shall be 74~% | , 1998.

AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(28).

HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR X (1998).

Interested persons may submit written comments on the proposed rule to
Janis Landry, Office of Management and Finance, Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries, Box 98000, Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 no later than 4:30 p.m.,

Monday, January 5, 1998.

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



RULE

Department of Wildlife and Fisheries
Wildlife and Fisheries Commission

Three-day Basic and Saltwater Nonresident Recreational
Fishing License Fees (LAC 76:VI1.407)

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission hereby adopts a rule imposing fees
for three-day basic and saltwater nonresident recreational fishing licenses.
Title 76
WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES
Part VII. Fish and Other Aquatic Life
Chapter 4. License and License Fees
§407. Three-day Basic and Saltwater Nonresident Recreational Fishing
License Fees

A In 'Iieu of the basic recreational fishing license, nonresidents may
purchase a three-day basic recreational fishing license for a fee of ten dollars. This
three-day license shall be valid for three consecutive days, including the day of
issue.

B. In lieu of the saltwater recreational fishing license, a nonresident may
purchase a three-day saltwater recreational fishing license at a fee of fifteen dollars.
This three-day license shall be valid for three consecutive days, including the day of
issue.

C. The above fees hereby supersede those fees established for the above
licenses at R.S. 56:302.1B(1) and (2)(a).

D. The effective date of the above fees shall be , 1998.




AUTHORITY NOTE: Promulgated in accordance with R.S. 56:6(28).
HISTORICAL NOTE: Promulgated by the Department of Wildlife and

Fisheries, Wildlife and Fisheries Commission, LR . (1 998).

Daniel J. Babin

Chairman



ENFORCEMENT CASE REPORT

OCTOBER 1997



E - BE

REGION I
TAL CASES-

3-Boating

2-Angling W/O A License

1-Angling W/O A License Non-Resident

5-Fishing W/O Resident Pole License

1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass

1-Failure To Have Commercial License In Possession
1-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
5-Hunting W/O Resident License

1-Hunting W/O Non-Resident License

2-Bow Hunt W/O Bow License

4-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle

8-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun

1-Possession Over Limit Wild Quadrupeds

2-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds Illegal Hours Or W/Artificial Light
1-Hunt, Stand Loiter From Public Road

4-Failure To Comply W/Hunter Safety Regulations
1-Take Over Limit Of Squirrels

2-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

4-Hunt Or Take Deer Illegal Hours

2-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road



Page (2)
REGION 1 CONT’D,

2-Possession Over Limit Deer

3-Field Possession Deer Meat W/O Tag

1-Failure To Wear Hunter Orange
18-Not Abiding By R&R On W.A.

3-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

2-Trespass On Property After Forbidden

6-Operate ATV On A Public Road

2-Flight From An Officer

1-Discharge Firearm From Public Road
CONFISCATIONS:
13 squirrels, 1 basic hunting license, 1 basic big game license, 6 weapons, 1 spotlight, 1
Honda 4-wheeler, 1 Yamaha outboard motor, 3 buck deer, 1 headlamp, 1 buffalo fish, 1
black bass, 100 yards of 3 inch webbing.

T , A R

3-Boating

9-Sport Fishing

2-Commercial Fishing
62-Hunting

13-Misc.
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ES-1

2-Boating

6-Angling W/O A License

1-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License

5-Hunting W/O Resident License

2-Hunting W/O Non-Resident License

3-Failure To Comply With Hunter Safety Regulations
2-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

8-Hunt From Moving Vehicle

2-Hunt From Public Road

1-Failure To Comply With Hunter Orange Regulations
1-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Bow License

2-Hunt From Public Road

1-Possession Buckshot During Closed Deer Season
10-Hunt Deer Illegal Hours

5-Hunt Deer Illegal Method

1-Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season

3-Take Deer With Illegal Weapon

3-Possession Spotted Fawn

1-Hunt DMAP Lands Without Permit

26-Not Abiding By Rules And Regulations On W.A.



Page (4)
REGION 2 CONT’D,

1-Resisting Arrest

5-Criminal Trespass

1-DWI

2-Littering

5-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries

1-Possession Of Firearm By Convicted Felon

4-Operate ATV On Public Road

6-Flight From An Officer

6-Discharge Firearm From Public Road

2-Reckless Operation Of A Vehicle
CONFISCATIONS:
6 pods, 1 fawn deer, 4 weapons, 1 resident hunting license, 1 resident big game license, 1
resident bow license, 1 daily permit, 1 Q-Beam.

AL TE

2-Boating - 2-Littering 27-Public Assistance
7-Sport Fishing
82-Hunting

25-Other
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REGION 3
TAL ES- W.A.&REFUGES-52

2-Boating

9-Angling W/O Resident License In Possession
1-Angling W/O Non-Resident License In Possession
2-Possession Undersize Black Bass

5-Take Game Fish Illegally

13-Hunt W/O Basic Resident License

2-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License

1-Hunt W/O Archery License

2-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Basic License
1-Possession Wild Quadrupeds W/O License
2-Possession Wild Non-Game Quadrupeds W/O Permit
4-Hunt Deer Illegal Hours

7-Possession Buckshot During Closed Deer Season
2-Hunt Deer In Closed Area

1-Possession Of Pod While Bow Hunting
2-Possess/Take Squirrels In Closed Season
1-Possess Overlimit Of Squirrels

6-Hunt With Unplugged Gun

1-Take Squirrels With Illegal Rifle

7-Failure To Wear Hunters Orange
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I 'D
1-Take Deer Illegal Methods
3-Hunt Deer From Public Road
2-Hunt Deer Over Bait
1-Fail To Abide By Commission Action
1-Hunt From Moving Vehicle
1-Trapping In Closed Season
44-Fail To Abide By Rules And Regs. On W.A.
1-Fail To Comply with Hunter Safety Regulations
1-Illegal Possession Of Alligator Meat
1-Take Alligator W/O License
1-Hunt Alligator At Night With Firearm
1-Take Alligator From Other Than Approved Area
3-Illegal Possession Of Marijuana
1-Possession Of Drug Paraphernalia
2-Criminal Trespass
2-Littering
1 TONS:
26 squirrels, 3 deer, 1 gray fox, 1 raccoon, 3 black bass, 10 crappie, 1 bag alligator meat,
2 weapons, 1 ladder deer stand, 2 steel traps, Iltspotlight, 1 arrow, 1 arrow with pod, 1

roll orange flagging tape, 19 buckshot shells, 3 marijuana cigarettes, 1 marijuana

smoking pipe.
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TAL OF E TE YF
2-Boating
17-Sport Fishing
106-Hunting
4-Reptile/ Amphibian

8-Other
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TAL ES-4 A
1-Boating
5-Angling/O A License
1-Fishing W/O Resident Pole License
1-Take Or Possess Gamefish Illegally
1-Sell And/Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License
1-Use Illegal Mesh Nets
2-Hunt W/O Resident License
2-Bow Hunting W/O A Bow License
2-Hunting From A Moving Vehicle
3-Hunting With Unplugged Gun
2-Hunting Wild Quadrupeds Hlegal Hours
2-Hunt Across Road Or Public Right-Of-Way
2-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
1-Failure To Comply With PFD Requirements
1-Hunting MGB Illegal Hours
1-Take Herons-No Season
1-Taking Or Possession Of Other Non-Game Birds
1-Possession Of Firearm By Convicted Felon

19-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A.

ES-34



TION 4 'D
CONFISCATIONS:
3 guns.

EACH CA
1-Boating
9-Fishing
35-Hunting

4-Federal

RY FOR REGI

4:
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REGION 5

TOTAL ES-1 W.A.&REFUGES-56

38-Boating

12-Angling W/O A Resident License
5-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
1-Take Or Possess Game Fish Illegally
6-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum

12-Take Or Possess Undersize Black Drum
2-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish Or Bait Species W/O A Commercial License
2-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Gear License
3-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Vessel License
2-Sell And Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail Dealers License #
2-Take Fish Illegally
6-Blocking Passage Of Fish
3-Taking Shrimp Illegal Gear
38-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A.
2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On State Land
1-Obtain License By Fraud
3-Hunting W/O A Resident License
1-Hunting W/O A Non-Resident License
2-Hunting With Unplugged Gun

2-Possession Of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season
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REGION 5 CONT"D.
1-Failure To Comply With Hunter Safety Regulations
2-Hunt Squirrel Closed Season
1-Possess Squirrel Closed Season
3-Hunt W/O Resident Big Game License
1-Hunt W/O Non-Resident Big Game License
1-Hunt Or Take Deer From Public Road
2-Hunt Or Take Illegal Deer Open Season
3-Failure To Wear Hunters Orange
5-Hunt/Trap On DMAP Lands W/O Permit From Owner/Lessee
1-Hunting Ducks Or Geese W/O A Federal Stamp
2-Hunting MGB With Unplugged Gun
3-Hunting MGB With Illegal Hours
4-Hunting And Or Possess Ducks OtherThan Teal During Teal Season
1-Wanton Waste Of MGB
2-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel Shot Only
2-Possess Over Limit Of Doves
1-Hunting Ducks Closed Season
2-Taking Or Possession Of Other Non-Game Birds No-Season
1-Hunt MGB Without State Stamp
1-Hunt MGB Without State Hunting License

2-Criminal Trespass On State Property



Page (12)
REGION 5 CONT’D.
1-Criminal Trespass
1-Illegal Possession Of Drugs Or Marijuana
5-Littering
2-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries
CONFISCATIONS:
38 undersize black drum, 7 undersize red drum, 2 doe deer, 2 buck deer, 26 doves, 5
ducks, 15 ice chests of shrimp, 2 baskets of shrimp, 1 woodpecker, 1-7x10 butterfly net, 2
squirrels, 2,983 Ibs. Of shrimp sold for $8,219.50, 12 weapons.

E A RY F

38-Boating 6-Public Assistance

97-Fishing
58-Hunting

AN



Page (13)
REGION 6
TOTAL CASES-93 W.A.&REFUGES-10
31-Boating
25-Angling W/O A Resident License
3-Fishing W/O A Resident Pole License
1-Taking/Possess Over Limit Of Freshwater Gamefish
8-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
2-Take Or Possess Undersize Red Drum
9-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On Refuge
1-Flight From An Officer
3-Take/Possess Undersize White Shrimp
1-Hunt Squirrel Closed Season
2-Hunting Without A Resident License
1-Possess Wild Bird/Quadrupeds Without A License
3-Hunting With Unplugged Gun

3-Fail To Comply With Hunter Safety Regs.

CONFISCATIONS:

18 squirrels, 1 shotgun, 186 Ibs. Of shrimp sold for $150.40, 8 black bass, 66 sac-a-lait.
TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 6:

31-Boating 1-Misc. )

39-Sport Fishing 3-Trawling

9-W.A. 10-Hunting
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REGION 7
AL ES-11 W.A.&RE ES-
17-Boating
16-Angling W/O A License
2-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
8-Angling W/O Pole License
1-Take Over Limit Freshwater Game Fish
1-Possess Undersize Red Drum
17-Hunt Without License
4-Hunt Without Non-Resident License
2-Hunt Without Resident Bow License
3-Hunt From A Moving Vehicle
11-Hunt With Unplugged Gun
3-Hunt From Public Road
3-Possess Buckshdt During Closed Deer Season
1-Fail To Comply With Hunter Safety Regulations
1-Obtain License Fraudulently
1-Hunt Without Resident Big Game License
1-Possess Gun While Bowhunting
5-Hunt Deer Illegal Hours
1-Hunt MGB With Unplugged Gun

1-Possess Freshly Killed MGB Closed Season
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REGION 7 CONT’D,

1-Using Lead Shot In Steel Shot Zone
5-Failure To Abide By Rules And Regs. On W.A.-Loaded Gun In Vehicle
2-Criminal Trespass

1-Illegal Possession Of Drugs

1-DWI

1-Violate Probation
CONFISCATIONS:

1 wood duck, 1 red fish, 2 weapons, 1 license.

L EA TE 7:

17-Boating

28-Sport Fishing

55-Hunting

10-Other
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REGION 8

T ES-262 W.A.&REFUGES:-56

25-Boating

59-Angling W/O Basic Resident License
8-Angling W/O Non-Resident Basic License
2-Angling W/O Saltwater License
5-Take/Possess Over The Limit Of Red Drum
1-Possess Over The Limit Of Red Drum In Excess Of 27"
5-Failure To Have Saltwater Fish Intact

12-Take/Possess Undersized Red Drum
6-Take/Possess Undersized Speckled Trout
4-Take/Possess Undersized Black Drum

12-Not Abiding By Commission Rules And Regs. For Finfish
2-Failure To Comply With Charter Boat Regs.

10-Take Commercial Species W/O Commercial License
7-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
7-Take/Possess Commercial Fish W/O A Vessel License
4-Leave Nets Unattended
7-Take Saltwater Commercial Fish Illegal Hours
4-Take Commercial Fish Using More Than 6ne Strike Net

1-Destroy Legal Traps Or Remove Contents

2-Allow Another To Use Commercial License
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REGION 8 CONT’D,
2-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use commercial Vessel License
1-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Commercial Gear License
1-Tend Crab Traps Illegal Hours
36-Take Undersized Oysters From Natural Reef
3-Hunt W/O Resident License
2-Possess Wild Birds Or Wild Quadrupeds W/O A License
2-Fail To Abide By Commission Rules And Regs.
2-Possess of Buckshot During Closed Deer Season
1-Hunt Squirrel In Closed Season
1-Take/Possess Over The Limit Of Squirrel
1-Hunt Ducks W/O a Federal Stamp
5-Hunt Or Possess Ducks Other Than Teal During Teal Season
1-Possess Untagged MGB
1-Transport Completely Dressed MGB
1-Possession Over The Two Day Limit Of MGB
3-Wanton Waste Of MGB |
4-Using Lead Shot In Area Designated As Steel ShotAOnly
2-Possession Over The Limit Of Ducks
2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A.'

8-Other



139 sacks of oysters, 2 red drum, 2 speckled trout, 75 lbs. Of squid, 3,071 Ibs. Of shrimp
sold for $6,546.15, 23,856 Ibs. Of mullet (totals monies for mullet not available at this
time), 9 lbs. Of triple tail for $4.50, 329 Ibs. Of crabs sold for $148.05, 34 squirrels, 5
rabbits, 10 white trout, 92 speckled trout, 26 ducks, 44 catfish, 128 red drum, 131 red
snapper, 15 Ibs. Of shrimp, 10 croakers, 67 black drum, 1 charter license, 1 non-resident
vessel license, 1 commercial gear license, 1 non-resident commercial fisherman’s license, 1
resident vessel license, 1 resident skimmer license, 1 shotgun, 1 power of attorney
statement, assorted drug paraphernalia, 8,400 feet of strike net.

EA RE
25-Boating
113-Recreational Fishing
86-Commercial Fishing
30-Hunting

8-Other
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COMPLAINTS

1. No shrimp complaints were received this month. Activity was minimal in inside
waters. Activity in outside waters was largely in compliance-all seasons open.

PATROLS

1. Regular patrols by boat have been continued. Only a few license cases were made on
shrimpers. Most shrimpers checked were in compliance. Shrimp effort was down due to
lack of shrimp.

INQUIRIES

1. We received a few inquiries for TED information, which were referred to the LEU
Cooperative Extension Service Fisheries Agent Gerald Horst.

2. We received fewer calls regarding the shrimp season openings and closings. There

were also a few calls regarding the change back to 1-1/4" mesh for the fall season.
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REGION 9
T ASES-337 W.A.&REFUGES-19
26-Boating
69-Angling W/O A License
2-Angling W/O A Non-Resident License
2-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License
21-Angling W/O Saltwater License
17-Failure To Have Saltwater Stamp
7-Possess Over limit Of Red Drum
1-Take Illegal Size Black Bass
42-Possess Undersize Red Drum
9-Possess Undersize Speckle Trout
61-Possess Undersize Black Drum
24-Possess Over limit Of Black Drum
1-Fail To Have Commercial License In Possession
1-Take Commercial Fish W/0O Commercial Gear License
2-Take Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License
1-Fail To Maintain Records
1-Sell Fish W/O Retail Seafood License
1-Commercial Fisherman Sell To Other Than Wholesale/Retail Dealer

1-Buy Commercial Fish From Un-licensed Fisherman

1-Theft of Crab Trap
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I D

2-Take Undersize White Shrimp
1-failure To Comply With Industry Regs.
2-Failure To Have Written Permission
2-Taking Oysters From Unapproved Area
2-Fail To Cull Oysters In Proper Location
4-Hunting W/O Resident License
2-Possess Wild Quadrupeds W/O A License
1-Hunt Wild Quadrupeds With Artificial Light Illegal Hours
1-Hunt From A Public Road
1-Take Over Limit Of Squirrels
2-Take Deer Illegal Hours With Artificial Light
2-Take Deer Illegally From A Boat
1-Field Possession Of Deer Meat W/O Tag
1-Fail To Maintain Sex LI.D.
2-Take Spotted Fawn
4-Hunt Racoons Illegally
2-Take Over Limit Of Raccoons
1-Illegal Possession Of Alligator
1-Collect Reptile W/O Basic Fishing Licenseé "
1-Sell Reptile W/O Collectors License

1-Hunting W/Unplugged Gun
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REGION 9 CONT’D.

1-Taking Of Other Non-Game Birds

3-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A. By Illegal Hours

1-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A. By Commercial Fishing

2-Littering

1-Unauthorized Use Of A Movable Under $100

1-Driving W/O Operators License

2-Violation Of Sanitary Code
CONFISCATIONS:;
849 Ibs. Of shrimp sold for $355.80, 10 Ibs. Of shrimp released, 19 squirrels donated, 109
red drum, 1 black bass, 16 speckle trout, 50 sacks of oysters, 4 raccoon, 1 barred owl, 2
deer hind quarters, 2 deer back strap; 1 spotted fawn, 1 alligator, 200 lizards, 2 snakes, 1
reptile box, 2 skimmer nets, 1 boat paper seizure, 4 weapons, 55 crab traps, 2 headlights

and batteries, 1 ice chest, 5 purchase records.

TOTAL OF EACH CATEGORY FOR REGION 9
26-Boating .2-MGB
255-Sport Fishing 10-Other

9-Commercial Fishing
2-Trawling

7-Oysters

23-Hunting

3-Reptiles
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AF IGAT

TAL -

8-Angling W/O A License
6-Angling W/O A Saltwater License
1-Possess Over limit Of Red Drum In Excess Of 27"
1-Take/Sell Commercial Fish/Bait Species W/O Commercial License
1-Take/Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License
1-Fail To Maintain Records
1-Buy Commercial Fish From Un-Licensed Fisherman
1-Sell Undersize Crabs (10% to 19%)
2-Take/Possess Undersize White Shrimp
2-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A.
1-Other Than Wildlife And Fisheries
1-Possess/Take Undersize Federally Controlled Fish
1-Possess/Take Over Limit Of Federally Controlled Fish
4-Lacy Act Violations
CONFISCATIONS:
200 Ibs. Of crabs, 496 1bs. Of mullet sold for $264.80, 849 1bs. Of shrimp sold for
$420.00, 71 1bs. Of red snapper.
L A EAF 1

15-Recreational Fishing 16-Commercial Fishing
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STATEWIDE STRIKE FORCE
TOTAL CASES-110

10-Boating

1-Allow Another To Use Recreational License

20-Angling W/O A Basic License

5-Angling W/O A Basic License (Non-Resident)

2-Use Gear W/O Recreational Gear License

3-Angling W/O Saltwater License

2-Angling W/O a Saltwater License (Non-Resident)

2-Take Or Possess Over Limit Of Red Drum

6-Take Or Possess Un.dersized Red Drum

4-Take Or Possess Undersized Spotted Sea Trout

2-Take Or Possess Undersized Black Drum

12-Not Abiding By Commission Rules
4-Take Or Sell Commercial Fish W/O Commercial License
4-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
5-Take Or Possess Commercial Fish W/O Vessel License
1-Sell Or Buy Fish W/O Wholesale/Retail License
1-Leave Nets Unattended
1-Allow Another To Use Commercial License

1-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Vessel
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TATEWID RIKE F E 'D
1-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Gear License
3-Hunt W/O Resident License
2-Fail To Abide By Commission Rules

1-Hunt With Unplugged Gun

2-Obtain License Fraudently

1-Hunt Or Take Deer Illegal Hours

1-Possess Over The Limit Of Deer
10-Not Abiding By Rules And Regs. On W.A.

1-Littering

1-Flight From An Officer

1-Use More Than One Mullet Strike Net To Take Mullet
CONFISCATIONS:
2 deer, S rabbit, 8035 mullet, 121 red snapper, 18 speckle trout, 21 red fish, 11 black
drum, 2 weapons, 1 spotlight, 1300 lbs. Of shrimp sold for $6645.25.
AL ATE ATE R

10-Boating
59-Sport Fishing
19-Commercial Fishing
10-Hunting
10-WMA

2-Misc.
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S.W.E.P,
TOTAL CASES-59

BOATS CHECKED-220
H - 7
10-Boating
11-Angling W/O A License
16-Take Undersize Red Drum
2-Take Undersize Spotted Sea Trout
4-Take Overlimit Red Drum
7-Take Undersize Black Drum
3-Take Overlimit Of Black Drum
3-Allow Another To Use Commercial License
3-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Commercial Vessel
3-Allow Unlicensed Fisherman To Use Commercial Gear
3-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Gear License
4-Take Commercial Fish W/O Commercial Vessel License
1-BWI
CONFISCATIONS:
100 red drum, 76 black drum, 19 spotted sea tr6ut, 26 shark filets, 28 shark fins, 1/4 bag

of marijuana, 1 pipe, 1 pack of marijuana rolling papers.
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E RY
10-Boating
43-Recreational Fishing

17-Commercial Fishing
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QOYSTER STRIKE FORCE

TAL CASES-

57-Take Undersize Oysters From State Grounds
1-Failure To Tag Sacked Oysters
10-Violation Of Sanitation Code-Chapter 9
3-Failure To Maintain Wholesale/Retail Dealers Records
1-Buying/Selling Oysters Without Wholesale/Retail Dealers License
1-Failure To Retain Oyster Tags For 90 Days
1-Violate Oyster Packaging Regs.
2-Take Oysters Without Gear License
2-Take Oysters Without Vessel License
15-Possess Undersize Black Drum
3-Possess Overlimit Of Black Drum
20-Possess Undersize Red Drum
10-Possess Undersize Spotted Sea Trout
1-Possess Overlimit Undersize Catfish
1-Possess bverlimit RedDrum
1-Allow Another To Use Recreational License
26-Angling Without A Basic License

17-Fishing Without A Saltwater License
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TR i
16-Fishing Without Marine Conservation Stamp

4-Take Doves Over Bait

3-Take Overlimt Of Doves

1-Failure To Maintain Sex 1.D.

1-Field Possess Deer Meat Without Tag

1-Littering
CONFISCATIONS:
844 sacks of oysters, 43 red drum, 68 black drum, 18 spotted sea trout, 33 catfish, 51
doves, 2 deer hind quarters and 2 backstrap.

LOFE R E:
78-Oyster 1-Littering

110-Recreational Fishing

9-Hunting
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ASE RE -2

TOTAL CASES -1388




ENF ME AVIAT REPORT

OCTOBER 7
185-Amph. - 61092 185-Float - 70365 210 - 9467Y
Hrs. - 42.0 Hrs. - 27.7 Hrs. - 19.4

Enforcement Hours - 50.6

Other Divisions - 38.5

Total Plane Use - 89.1



Wednesday

Thursday

Friday

Saturday

I

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

29

20

27

2.8

29

30

31




SCHEDULE FOR FINAL RULES TO BE PUBLISHED IN STATE REGISTER

NOV-97 RULE ~ Waddill wildlife Refuge

RULE - 1998 Turkey Hunting

FEB-98 RULES - Proof of Income (Spotted Seatrout, Mullet &
Saltwater Rod & Reel License)



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES DATE: 3-NOV-1997
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

_CURRENT MONTH FISCAL YEAR TO DATE INCEPTION TO DATE
10/01/1997 TO 10/31/1997 07/01/1997 TO 10/31/1997 10/31/1997
# CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT # CASES AMOUNT
ORIG RESTITUTION VALUES ENTERED 12 $4,716.81 65 $36,196.19 3,441 $2,295,254.01
HEARING COSTS ASSESSED 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 133 $3,325.00
SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 331 $269,865.45-
SALES EXCEEDING RESTITUTION 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 148 $71,951.21
RESTITUTION ASSESSED 12 $4,716.81 65 $36,196.19 3,441 $2,100,664.77
PAYMENTS 23 © $3,184.83~ 51 $8,317.77- 2,239 $346,910.07-
DISCOUNTS FOR TIMELY PAYMENTS 20 $2,063.89- 41 $4,944.18- 1,517 $171,805.68-
OVERPAYMENTS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 92 $1,613.27
REFUND OF OVERPAYMENT 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 37 $7,150.51
APPLIED CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $18,449.45-
APPLIED EXCEEDING BALANCE DUE 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 4 $10,601.49
REFUND OF CONFISCATED COMMOD. 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 18 $78,254.09
RETURNED CHECKS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 1 $36.75
MISC. ADJUSTMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 2 $35.00
CREDITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 13 $10.22-
REASSESSMENTS
DEBITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 18 $6,532.69
CREDITS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 52 $33,593.61-
WRITE-OFFS 0 $0.00 1 $0.02- 206 $112,914.44-
ASSESSMENTS WITHDRAWN 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 6 $1,399.24-
ADJUDICATION ADJUSTMENTS 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $58.90~
FOUND NOT RESPONSIBLE 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 21 $22,867.51-
CASES VOIDED BY ENFORCEMENT 0 $0.00 0 $0.00 0 $0.00
** TOTAL OUTSTANDING 979 $1,496,879.45
FOOTNOTE :
PAYMENTS FROM COLLECTION EFFORT 1 $29.00 2 $49.00 57 $11,069.67
AMOUNT PAID TO COLLECTOR $7.25 $12.25 $2,767.41

FORFEIT OF CONFISCATED COMMODS 0 $0.00 1 $3,202.60 2 $3,202.60 *



ENF_521U LOUISIANA DEPARTMENT OF WILDLIFE AND FISHERIES . DATE: 3-NOV-1997
CIVIL RESTITUTION ACTIVITY REPORT

AGING OF SALE OF CONFISCATED COMMODITIES : AGING OF OUTSTANDING CASES
VIOLATION DATE UNKNOWN 0 $0.00 CAN NOT BE INVOICED 7 $2,223.68
CURRENT 8 $3,016.15
1 - 30 DAYS 9 $880.30 1 - 30 DAYS 9 $14,018.59
31°- 60 DAYS 11 $7,626.25"
61 - 90 DAYS 15 $4,635.40 31 - 90 DAYS 5 $6,419.24
91 - 120 DAYS . 14 $9,150.60
121 - 150 DAYS 10 $2,186.70
151 - 180 DAYS 14 $7,411.65 91 - 180 DAYS 15 $14,229.36
181 - 365 DAYS 36 $26,558.60 181 - 365 DAYS 56 $33,601.08
OVER ONE YEAR 176 $177,582.08 CASES SENT FOR COLLECTION 109 $506,698.59
OVER TWO YEARS : 156 $127,763.70 OVER 1 YEAR PENDING 0 $0.00

OVER THREE YEARS 94 $53,379.57 . OVER 1 YEAR (OTHER) 770 $916,672.76

** TOTAL AGING 535 $417,174.85 ** TOTAL AGING 979 $1,496,879.45



MONTHLY CIVIL RESTITUTION REPORT

PERIOD NO.CASES ~ AMOUNT CREDITFOR NO.CASES AMOUNT DISCOUNTS Percent  Percent
ASSESSED  ASSESSED SALEGOODS PAID  PAID  TAKEN Dollars Paid Cases Paid

FISCAL YEAR 1993-94

July, 1993 25 21,039 9.778) 29 43855 2,545

Aug., 1993 53 44,922 (1L,137) 41 795 3,603

Sept, 1993 42 137,635 (17.938) 35 6783 3,048

Oct,, 1993 49 21471 (11,282) 40 3,285 1,519

Nov., 1993 $7 31,207 (13,260) 32 3083 2,845

Dec, 1993 51 13,777 21 6,507 6,713

Jan,, 1994 38 18918 32 4423 2,831

Feb., 1994 68 38,13) (8,238) 46 9124 5,993

Mzz,, 1994 38 22739 (2,482) 51 10,854 6,796 ’

Apil, 1994 14 44732 (1,404) 27 1307 4,632

May, 1994 10 4,504 (165) 7 5447 3,808

June, (994 29 26,167 (2,986) 12 1,886 1,214

Total FY 1954 476 425242 (68,670) 379 71,474 45,547 27.5%  79.6%

FISCAL YEAR 1994-95

Joty, 1954 17 2,27 (335) 23 210 1,437

Aug., 1994 41 96,403 (3.035) 20 1,010 605

Sept., 1994 34 14614 (14,002) 26 2,59 2,342

Oct,, 1994 94 17,426 3.677) 33 2922 3179

Nov,, 1994 43 103592 45 3992 2,303

Dec., 1994 68 31,400 35 4315 2,329

han, 1995 55 27,601 $2 7,493 4,921

Feb., 1995 70 61,119 4l 6472 3973

Mar., 1998 31 25072 44 831S 4,737

Ape., 1995 131535 16 3,565 1,538

May., 1995 23 11,632 16 4315 654

Junc 1995 45 31,008 18 2,630 1,025

Total FY 1995 534 437,347 (26,049} 374 49726 29543 18.1%  70.0%

FICAL YEAR 1995.96

July, 1995 0 0

Aug,, 1995 46 17,425 27 9028 1,129

Sept., 1995 1 125 21 3,093 2,049

Oct, 1995 122 206244 29 2,720 1,161

Nov,, 1995 55 23,124 62 © 10,151 6,383

Dec., 1995 S0 18,607 32 4mI 2,303

han, 199 49 13815 (15,296) 36 5297 3473

Feb., 1996 50 14717 38 5718 3,417

Mar,, 1996 33 24937 36 6035 3,422

Apr., 1996 30 11,007 36 1173 2,712

May., 1996 23 7989 24 3% 2,020

Juno 1996 50 22,151 ' 16 2,7% 1,182

Total FY 1996 509 360,141 (15,296) 357 60,787 30350 253% 70.1%

FICAL YEAR 1995-96

uly, 1996 40 71,894 32 5,250 2,948
Aug,, 1996 n 5,363 32 6,255 3,784
Sept., 1996 41 7,210 29 2,260 1,327
Oct,, 1996 29 11,093 25 3,698 2,262
Nov., 1996 20 10,009 22 1,625 698
Dec., 1996 13 238,466 22 5,817 2,122
Jan., 1997 27 11,755 17 4,393 2,377
Feb., 1997 47 18,521 42 8,580 5,553
Mar., 1997 26 13,434 27 5,000 2,758
Apr., 1997 10 2,909 15 2,323 1,299
May,, 1997 20 11,683 15 5199 1,39¢
June 1997 5 8,037 10 2,335 765
Toul FY 1997 310 410373 0 288 52,794 27,290 19.5%  92.9%

FICAL YEAR 1997 . 98

Joly, 1997 10 2,812 3 1,585 823
Aug., 1997 14 8,741 3 1,496 779
Sep., 1997 29 19,926 12 2,052 1,278
Oct, 1997 12 4717 23 3,185 2,064
Nov., 1997

Dec., 1997

Jan., 1993

Feb., 1998

Mar,, [998

Apr., 1998

May., 1993

June 1998

Totsl FY 1998 65 36,196 -0 51 8,318 4,944 36.6% 78.5%



Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

James H. Jenkins Jr. CONTACT
Secretary 504/765-2923
97-284a 11/5/97

NOVEMBER COMMISSION MEETING AGENDA REVISED

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission has revised the agenda for its next meeting, to be
held tomorrow, Nov. 6, at 10 a.m. at Wildlife and Fisheries headquarters, 2000 Quail Drive,
Baton Rouge. The meeting is open to the public.

The revised agenda follows.

HOW N =

O 00 ~1 O\

10.
11.

12.
13.

14.
15.
16.

Roll call.
Approval of Commission meeting minutes of Oct. 2, 1997.
Presentation of Secretary’s Cup by the Louisiana Taxidermist Association.
Donation to the Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by the Petroleum Engineers
Society.
Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program presentation.
1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp art contest winner and display of paintings.
Ratification of 1998 spring turkey hunting seasons.
Ratification of rule regarding Waddill Wildlife Refuge.
Notice of Intent: modification of black bass harvest regulations on False River Lake
(Pointe Coupee Parish) and discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana
Legislature.
Notice of Intent: daily take and size limits set by the Commission — reef fish.
Notice of Intent: reduction of 3-day basic non-resident recreational fishing license
and 3-day non-resident saltwater license fees.
Enforcement and Aviation reports/October.
Division Reports:
a. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP).
b. Catahoula Lake brush control.
Set March 1998 meeting date.
Public comments.
Adjourn.
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Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

James H. Jenkins Jr. CONTACT
Secretary 504/765-2923
97-284 10/31/97

NOVEMBER COMMISSION MEETING SCHEDULED

The Wildlife and Fisheries Commission will hold its next regular meeting on Thursday,

Nov. 6, 1997, at 10 a.m. The meeting is scheduled to convene at the Wildlife and Fisheries

headquarters building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge.

The meeting is open to the public. The agenda follows.

1. Roll call.

2. Approval of Commission meeting minutes of Oct. 2, 1997.

3. Presentation of Secretary’s Cup by the Louisiana Taxidermist Association.

4. Donation to the Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by the Petroleum Engineers
Society.

5. Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Program presentation.

6. 1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp art contest winner and display of paintings.

7. Ratification of 1998 spring turkey hunting seasons.

8. Ratification of rule regarding Waddill Wildlife Refuge.

9. Notice of Intent: modification of black bass harvest regulations on False River Lake
(Pointe Coupee Parish) and discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana
Legislature.

10.  Notice of Intent: daily take and size limits set by the Commission — reef fish.

11.  Enforcement and Aviation reports/QOctober.

12. Division Reports:

a. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP).
b. Catahoula Lake brush control.

13.  Set March 1998 meeting date.

14.  Public comments.

15.  Adjourn.

-30-
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To: Representative Marionneaux

Fax #: 504-637-3 124

Subject: November Commission Agenda

Date: October 30, 1997
Pages: 2, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

The enclosed agenda is being sent per the request of Secretary Jenkins for your information.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 708388-9000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jx

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
October 28, 1997
MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Comnis
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secreta

SUBJECT: November Commission Meeting Agend
The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M.
on Thursday, November 6, 1997, in the Louisiana Room at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.
The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of October 2, 1997

3. Presentation of Secretary's Cup by Louisiana Taxidermist
Association
4, Donation to Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by

Petroleum Engineers Society
5. Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Presentation

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE

6. 1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp Art Contest Winner & Display of
Paintings

7. Ratify Final Rule on 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Seasons

8. Ratify Rule on Waddill wWildlife Refuge
OFFICE OF FISHERIES

9. Notice of Intent - Modification of Black Bass Harvest

Regulations on False River Lake, Pointe Coupee Parish and
Discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana Legislature

An Equa] Opportunity Emp]oyer



Page 2
Commission Meeting
October 28, 1997

10. Notice of Intent - Daily Take & Size Limits Set by
Commission - Reef Fish

WINTON VIDRINE
11. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/October

12. Division Reports
a. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP)
b. Catahoula Lake Brush Control

13. Set March 1998 Meeting Date

14. Public Comments

JHJ :sch

cc: Clyde Kimball
Ron Couvillion
Johnnie Tarver
John Roussel
Craig Lamendola
Don Puckett
Dennis Kropog
Division Chiefs



October 28, 1997
NEWS RELEASE

APPROVED:

"l
AGENDA FOR COMMISSION MEETING Lﬂ,

The next regular public board meeting has been scheduled by
the Commission for 2 , at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

10.

11.

12.

13.

14.

15.

Roll Call
Approval of Minutes of October 2, 1997

Presentation of Secretary's Cup by Louisiana Taxidermist
Association

Donation to Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by
Petroleum Engineers Society

Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Presentation

1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp Art Contest Winner & Display of
Paintings

Ratify Final Rule on 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Seasons
Ratify Rule on Waddill Wildlife Refuge

Notice of Intent -~ Modification of Black Bass Harvest
Regulations on False River Lake, Pointe Coupee Parish and

Discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana Legislature

Notice of Intent - Daily Take & Size Limits Set by
Commission - Reef Fish

_Enforcement & Aviation Reports/October

Division Reports

a. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP)
b. Catahoula Lake Brush Control

Set March 1998 Meeting Date

Public Comments

Adjourn



To: Danny Babin

Fax #: 504-563-4202

Subject: November Commission Agenda

Date: October 27, 1997
Pages: 3, including this cover sheet.
COMMENTS:

Please review the attached and call. Note item #9 in particular.

From the desk of...

Susan Hawkins

La. Dept. Of Wildlife & Fisheries
P. O. Box 98000

Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000

504-765-2806
Fax: 504-765-0948



, 1997

MEMORANDUM
TO: Chairman and Members of Commission
FROM: James H. Jenkins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: November Commission Meeting Agenda

The next regular Commission meeting will be held at 10:00 A.M,
on Thursday, November 6, 1997, in the Louisiana Room at the
Wildlife and Fisheries Building, 2000 Quail Drive, Baton Rouge, LA.

The following items will be discussed:

1. Roll Call

2. Approval of Minutes of October 2, 1997

3. Presentation of Secretary's Cup by Louisiana Taxidermist
Association

4, Donation to Wildlife and Fisheries Foundation by
Petroleum Engineers Society

5. Louisiana Natural Areas Registry Presentation
OFFICE OF WILDLIFE
6. 1998 Louisiana Duck Stamp Art Contest Winner & Display of
Paintings

7. Ratify Final Rule on 1998 Spring Turkey Hunting Seasons

8. Ratify Rule on Waddill Wildlife Refuge

OFFICE OF FISHERIES
9. Notice of Intent - Modification of Black Bass Harvest

Regulations on False River Lake, Pointe Coupee Parish and
Discussion of Act 449 of the 1997 Louisiana Legislature



Page 2
Commission Meeting

, 1997
10. Notice of Intent - Daily Take & Size Limits Set by
Commission - Reef Fish
WINTON VIDRINE

11. Enforcement & Aviation Reports/October

12. Division Reports
a. Deer Management Assistance Program (DMAP)
b. Catahoula Lake Brush Control

13. Set March 1998 Meeting Date

14. Public Comments

JHJ :sch

cc: Clyde Kimball
Ron Couvillion
Johnnie Tarver
John Roussel
Craig Lamendola
Don Puckett
Dennis Kropog
Division Chiefs



James H. Jenkins, Je Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Je

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 . Governor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000 - .
(504)765-2800

October 1, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheries d Confidential Assistant

FROM: Jr., Secretary

k3
’

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - November 6, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, October 17 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, November 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,

2000 Quail Drive. This meetihg will begin at 10:00 a.m. on
November 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please

return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

cooperation!
JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton Vidrine

gh Bateman

Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
Phil Bowman
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, J=

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 - Govemor
" Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

October 1, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-office of
Fisheri d Confidential Assistant

FROM: Jam ins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - November 6, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, October 17 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, November 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on
November 6th. If you do not have anything for the agenda, please
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the

list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your

cooperation!

JHJ/sch INLAND FISHERIES DIVISION:

cc: Commissioners ~ . NOTICE OF INTENT: MOBIFICATION OF BLACK.
Don Puckett v ;BASS HARVEST REGULATIONS ON FALSE RIVER
Winton Vidrine - LARE, POINTE COUPEE PARISH. 1

Hugh Bateman
Bénnie Fontenot
Karen Foote . Bennie J. Fontenot, Jr.
Wynnette Kees - e

Karl Turner

Lyle Soniat

Phil Bowman
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Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

James H. Jenkins, J= M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jz
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Govemor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800
October 1, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheni%sl nd Confidential Assistant

FROM: James §7?, ins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - November 6, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, October 17 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, November 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on
November 6th. If vou do not have anvthing for the agenda, please
return memeo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for y;rr

cooperation! ; )
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James H. Jenkins, Jr. 6 ‘\*0/)) Department of Wx.lcﬂx.fe and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jx.
Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Govemor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

October 1, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-Office of
Fisheri d Confidential Assistant

FROM: James ins, Jr., Secretary
SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - November 6, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, October 17 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, November 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on
November 6th. o) hi o
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
.list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch
cc: Comnmissioners
Don Puckett <i:;a»wjl”°\ /000
Winton Vidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot /Y\pg%b”ﬁﬁ/
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner

le Soniat
Phil Bowman
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% ' PO. Box 4125 International Headquarters
Nature Baton Rouge, Louisiana 70821 Arlington, Virginia
(Conservancye TEL 703 841-5300

TEL 504 338-1040
C?F LOUISIANA FAX 504 338-0103

October 2, 1997

Mr. Bob Russell

Planning Division

Department of the Army

New Orleans District, Corps of Engineers
P. O. Box 60267

New Orleans, LA 70160-0267

Dear Bob:

Enclosed is a completely signed original of the Natural Areas Registry Agreement for the Bayou
Fordoche Natural Area at Indian Bayou. We and the Louisiana Department of Wildlife and
Fisheries are happy to have this three-way conservation partnership with the New Orleans District
of the Corps of Engineers!

We discussed with Secretary Jimm
a press announcement and g
commissioners meeting on November §, 1997.
Colonel Conner at this time. Pt

out to the site.

ins and Assistant Secretary Johnnie Tarver about having
gxt Louisiana Department of Wildlife and Fisheries

e would like to jointly present a plaque to

atafternoon some of us could take any interested press

Let me know if these plans are acceptable to your ageéngy. If not, we could investigate doing this
in December at the next commissioners meeting.

Sincerely,

el ¢ 77 o %ﬁ
Nelwyn C. McInnis
. G577 7

cc: Lisa Creasman, Secretary Jenkins, Asst. Secretary Tarver? Gary Lester

RECD
0CT 06 1997

OFFICE OF WILDLIFE
ASSISTANT SECRETARY

recycled paper



James H. Jenkins, Jr. Department of Wildlife and Fisheries M.J. "Mike" Foster, Jr.

Secretary Post Office Box 98000 Govemor
Baton Rouge, LA 70898-9000
(504)765-2800

October 1, 1997

MEMORANDUM

TO: Deputy Secretary, Undersecretary, Assistant Secretary-
Office of Wildlife, Assistant Secretary-0Office of

FROM: Jam ins, Jr., Secretary

SUBJECT: Commission Meeting Agenda - November 6, 1997

Please write on the bottom of this memo and return to Susan
Hawkins by Friday, October 17 any agenda items your office may have
for the Thursday, November 6th Commission Meeting to be held in
Baton Rouge, Louisiana, at the Wildlife and Fisheries Building,
2000 Quail Drive. This meeting will begin at 10:00 a.m. on
November 6th. o) thi o d
return memo and indicate so on the bottom of this memo. We cannot
add anything to the agenda that requires commission action after we
have published the agenda in the state journal.

Resolutions and Notices of Intent should be included with the
list of items to be placed on the agenda. Thank you for your
cooperation!

JHJ/sch

cc: Commissioners
Don Puckett
Winton Vvidrine
Hugh Bateman
Bennie Fontenot
Karen Foote
Wynnette Kees
Karl Turner
Lyle Soniat
Phil Bowman
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STATE OF LOUISIANA
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

P.0. Box 577
Livonia, Louisiana 70755
Telephone: (800) 462-5029
{504) 637-3623
Fax: (504) 637-3124

ROBERT M. MARIONNEAUX, JR. ' Administration of Criminal Justice
District 18+ - & %o~ b el o S e s e a T  Agriculture.
. . : . : .. Transportation, Highways and Public Works
September 25, 1997 ' '

Mr. James H. Jenkins, Jr.

SECRETARY, DEPT. OF WILDLIFE AND FISHER]ES
P.O. Box 98000

2000 Quail Drive

Baton Rouge, La. 70808

Re: Act 449 of the 1997 Legislative Session
Dear Mr. Jenkins:

Per our conversation, please place on the agenda the above referenced act so that we may
encourage the commission to enact and promulgate the rules necessary to have this matter resolved.
I have enclosed, for your review, a copy of Act 449 so that you may forward it to any of the persons

you feel that would be an asset to our cause.

I have discussed this matter with Governor Foster who has indicated that he is full support
of our attempts, and is willing to offer any assistance to help us accomplish our goal.

Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate to contact my office.

Sincerely, .

Robert M. Mariotneaux, Jr.

RMM:jlg

cc Governor Mike Foster .
False River Lake Commission
Pointe Coupee Parish Chamber of Commerce R CE‘ D

SEP 29 1997
OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY



” , "1‘ "
“ahqut‘thc mtroducuon ol discasc

! 0Ty 'spjzure of nativo wild deer by
slpg* overall regulatory powers
£ ?. §tate, the Louisiana wildlife
l i qn approved an immediate ban
q, whitetal] deer

run from Nov. 20 to March 20;

® Ratifying rules bringing the Jobm K. Kelly-Grang
Bayou Reservoir near Coushatta into the state’s Quality
Lakes Program, which mandates a 1117 weh slot lint
and a cight-fish daily. creel limit on black hass:

e Refusing to approve rules that would allow an
cexemption from slot limits on all lakes io the state's

Int ; d '9# monthly

el egnng rs aY T

1 -»'}\' Department oﬁWY!the nd Fish-
: p old*the‘commission

sprotect the
les.and reg-

Additional hunt field
secured for doves

Advocate news services

Trophy and Quality Lakes propram for biass tourng-
ments which liave 100 or morve
boats,

Act LY of e 199 Stae

Legislature altowed for the cxemp-
. tion. The Notice ol Intent was not
considered becanse it failed Tor lnek
of a motion from any of the Four

0
“b"mg?wrxtten by
) ulsxana'De ient, of - Agri-
Yenjtyife and. Forestry,(l.DAI«) for
LA itetail:deer: farmmg ‘operations.
VIR LDAF s acting on'Act 461 of the
i219951State ‘Legislatureiwhich;estab-
Hlished deer.farms;as:a viable agri- -
ural:p ; s

Road (it's

‘,_only 1mportahog¢of deer. but ‘|
awould:also estabhsh.ahlgh-fence :
' hummg arcas:inithe/ under the
ivauspices: ot"the“ gp rtment of  :|.
Agnculture\andr 5 e"q clusion ‘of
¢t Wildlife and(R @wmes Com- |

. gmsswn npproved‘ !\gmmg scusona )
“aand: bng lumts. ‘-;\ '
LaEhiIt's our unders andmg that the
' 31995 Legislature intendéd:for this to
“ibeladeer- fanmng operation, not pri-
) .vatc hunung clubs.", Balemzm smd

s o3

parishes.

State biologists have secured
a sixth public-hunt ficld {for
‘Saturday's opening of the
mourning dove scason. The
ficld is located in Avoyelles
Parish near Marksville. It can
be reached: from La. 1 in
Marksville on Slim Lemoine
. next to the Grand
‘' "Casino) and travel 1.1 miles
cast from La. 1, From there
bear left onto a gravel road.
The field is three-tenths of a
mile down the gravel road.

The additional field brings to
1,698 acres leased for the ong-

Washington and Ouachita

commission members;

o Approving state rules to concur
with National Marine Fishoerics
Service repalations which open
commercial scasons lor red snapper
through Sept. 15, and lor the first 1S
days of October,

minges that that commercial quota of
4.65 million pounds is rcached,;

® Approving a delay [rom Jan. 4,
1998, until April 12, 1998, for the lift-
ing of the moratorium on the taking:
ol new oyster lease applications;

e And, delayed o discussion of
black bass repulations in the
Atchafalaya Spillway and Lioke

day hunt. Other lields, which . Verret-idelle River arcaantit it Ogt,

were listed in Thursday's Ad- ’fmcetmff

vocate Outdoors, are in West The issue of whitcial deer Gym-

"Baton Rouge, Tangipahoa, ing dominated the mecting,
satenvion Faether explaimeml

Department of Apricultore vepnta.
tions “Lpurported to authorize the.

* xWest Zone duck season wxll run from Nov. 8-Nov. 30 and
: Dec.‘13-Jan 18 and the:East’and Catahoula Lake zoncs
\will srun from Nov..18:Dec. 14 and from Dec. 20-Jan. 18,
~AiSpecial Youth Waterfowl Hunting Day was set for Jan.
<24,:1998. The statewide-snow and bluc goose scason will

‘Tun; *from. Nov. 8-Feb..22 and the specklébellied goosc -

season ‘was set:far; qu.\‘8-Nov.. 30 and from Decc. 13-Jan.
* 28, ‘There will also be aspecml Jan. 20-28 Canada goose
season ina desxgnated area.in the southwest Louisiana;
“@ Approving an:increase in’the non-resident Louisiana
A Waterfowl Stamp fee from $7.50 to $13.50;

‘ Lo'Approvmg a changq in the proposed 1998 turkey
huntmg rulesto bdn-hunting in'parts of Madison,
Frgnklm, Catahoula,:Concordia and Tensas panshc:,.
Baj:eman said hunters;, ﬂxe area wanted. the closure to
allow turkey populatmns.%o recover from several yecars
»fispring, floods’ that.cut: into. turkey populatlons along
he MlSSlSSlppl River.in those parishes; .

®'Approving the state fur-harvest (trapping) scason to

(andowners) to enclose wikd deer on
the property within deer-prool
fences, thereby converting this publicly owned wildiifz
resource to private property.”

e cited the incidence of bovine tuberculosis in cap-
tive and wild whitetail deer in some states, and that the
deer “’proposed to be imported from New York were
fr om an arca with a very high incidence of Tyme dis-
case.

He said while Lyme disease, which s hrimstervad to
humans by a variety of ticks, is found in Lonisiina, it is
very-low. He said he considered both problems (o be a
threat to public health.

Agriculture Department attorney Jim Gelpi defended
the plan by insisting the program fell into the u.’lm of
apriculture and agri-business.

He also said the LDAL offered Wildlile and Fisherics
several opportunities to clear up the disigireements
between the two agencics., ’

“I'hey have not taken us up on the offer,” Gelpi said.

Bateman and wildlife biologist Fred Kimmel dis-
agreed with.Gelpi and said they had ohjected to several
paragraphs in the deer-farming program, but that the
LDAF had recfused to add or delete the objectionable

wording.

November and.,
December, or until the NMIES deter- !

RN R
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Regular Session, 1997
HOUSE BILL NO. 2409

' BY REPRESENTATIVE MARIONNEAUX AND SENATOR GREENE

R

ALN A 4T

To enact R.S. 56:318.1, relative 1o fishing; to provide relative to fishing

tournaments; to provide definitions, terms, conditions, requirements,
and procedures; to provide for special permits for the possession of |
ceriain fish; to provide for applications; and to provide for related |
matters.
Be it cnacted by the Legislature of Louisiana:
Section ,1‘ R.S. 56:318.1 is hereby cnacted to read as follows:
§318.1. Fishing tournaments; sﬁccial permits
A, Notwithstanding any other provisionlof law to the contrary,
the commission may adopt rules in accordance with the Administrative
Procedure Act to cstablish special permits authorizing large j‘f‘ ,é

- tournament participants to possess live black bass, Micropterus spp., or

R i

" its hybrids, that would otherwisc fall outside of legal limits.
B. The application for the permit may be accompanicd by a fee -
o in an amount determined by the department as necessary to cover the

reasonable administrative costs incurred by the department i issuing .

and enforcing the permit. The permit application shall be made on a
\

standard form provided by the department and shall include the namc,

address, and phone number of the sponsoring organization or

individual; the Jocation and date of the tournament; total value of the -

Page 1 of 2



H.B.NO. 2409 " ' EMROQLLED

prizes; and cxpected number of participants. The permu ~oplication
shall be submutted (o the department at feast thirty days priorto the
proposed event.

C. Perimits are not transferable and shall elearly demonstrate the
cxpiration date.

D. An employee of the department may be assigned as an

observer and be present at any tournament.

E. As used herein, "large tournament" shall mean any

tournament in which the number of qualified entrics cxceeds onc

hundred boats. ,

Scction 2. This Act shall become cffective upon signature by ihe

governor or, if not signed by the governor, upon expiration of the toie for bills

to become law without signature by thc governor, as provided in Ariicle i1l

e i o

Section 18 of the Constitution of Louisiana. {f vetoud by the governor and

subsequently approved by the legislature, this Act shall become effective on

the day following such approval.

o ans

SPEAKER OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTA TIVES

PRESIDENT OF THE SENATE

:

GOVERNOR OF THE STATLE OF LOUISIANA ;

j
APPROVED: i
|
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